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(c) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a)
and (b) of this section, establishments
that operate under the New Poultry In-
spection System must reduce their line
speed as directed by inspectors-in-
charge. Inspectors-in-charge are au-
thorized to direct establishments to op-
erate at a reduced line speed when in
their judgment a carcass-by-carcass in-
spection cannot be adequately per-
formed within the time available due
to the manner in which the birds are
presented to the online carcass inspec-
tor, the health conditions of a par-
ticular flock, or factors that may indi-
cate a loss of process control.

(d) Establishments operating under
the line speed limits authorized in this
section shall comply with all other ap-
plicable requirements of the laws, in-
cluding, but not limited to, 29 U.S.C.
654(a).

[79 FR 49635, Aug. 21, 2014]

Subpart J—Ante Mortem
Inspection

§381.70 Ante mortem inspection; when
required; extent.

(a) An ante mortem inspection of
poultry shall, where and to the extent
considered necessary by the Adminis-
trator and under such instructions as
he may issue from time to time, be
made of poultry on the day of slaugh-
ter in any official establishment.

(b) The examination and inspection
of ratites will be on the day of slaugh-
ter, except:

(1) When it is necessary for humane
reasons to slaughter an injured animal
at night or on a Sunday or holiday, and
the FSIS veterinary medical officer
cannot be obtained; or

(2) In low volume establishments,
when ante mortem inspection cannot
be done on the day of slaughter, and
the birds to be slaughtered have re-
ceived ante mortem inspection in the
last 24 hours, provided the establish-
ment has an identification and control
system over birds that have received
ante mortem inspection.

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 66
FR 22906, May 7, 2001]

§381.71

§381.71 Condemnation on ante
mortem inspection.

(a) Birds plainly showing on ante
mortem inspection any disease or con-
dition, that under §§381.80 to 381.93, in-
clusive, would cause condemnation of
their carcasses on post mortem inspec-
tion, shall be condemned. Birds which
on ante mortem inspection are con-
demned shall not be dressed, nor shall
they be conveyed into any department
of the official establishment where
poultry products are prepared or held.
Poultry which has been condemned on
ante mortem inspection and has been
killed or died otherwise shall under the
supervision of an inspector of the In-
spection Service, be disposed of as pro-
vided in §381.95.

(b) Dead-on-arrival ratites and
ratites condemned on ante mortem in-
spection will be tagged ‘“U.S. Con-
demned” by an establishment em-
ployee under FSIS supervision and dis-
posed of by one of the methods pre-
scribed in §381.95.

(c) All seriously crippled ratites and
non-ambulatory ratites, commonly
termed ‘‘downers,” shall be identified
as ‘“U.S. Suspects.”

(d) Ratites exhibiting signs of drug or
chemical poisoning shall be withheld
from slaughter.

(e) Ratites identified as “U.S. Sus-
pects” or ““U.S. Condemned” may be
set aside for treatment. The “U.S. Sus-
pect” or “U.S. Condemned’ identifica-
tion device will be removed by an es-
tablishment employee under FSIS su-
pervision following treatment if the
bird is found to be free of disease. Such
a bird found to have recovered from the
condition for which it was treated may
be released for slaughter or for pur-
poses other than slaughter, provided
that in the latter instance permission
is first obtained from the local, State,
or Federal sanitary official having ju-
risdiction over movement of such birds.

(f) When it is necessary for humane
reasons to slaughter an injured ratite
at night or Sunday or a holiday, and
the Agency veterinary medical officer
cannot be obtained, the carcass and all
parts shall be kept for inspection, with
the head and all viscera except the gas-
trointestinal tract held by the natural
attachment. If all parts are not so kept
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