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(2) In the case of a party that is not
an individual, an officer or employee of
the party appearing for the entity pro
se or designated by the party’s rep-
resentative; or

(3) An individual whose presence is
shown by a party to be essential to the
presentation of its case, including an
individual employed by the Govern-
ment engaged in assisting the rep-
resentative for the Government.

§2554.35 Will the hearing proceedings
be recorded?

The hearing will be recorded and
transcribed. Transcripts may be ob-
tained following the hearing from the
ALJ at a cost not to exceed the actual
cost of duplication. The transcript of
testimony, exhibits and other evidence
admitted at the hearing, and all papers
and requests filed in the proceeding
constitute the record for the decision
by the ALJ and the authority head.
The record may be inspected and cop-
ied (upon payment of a reasonable fee)
by anyone, unless otherwise ordered by
the ALJ pursuant to §2554.30.

§2554.36 Can a party informally dis-
cuss the case with the ALJ?

No. Such discussions are forbidden as
“‘ex parte communications” with the
ALJ. No party or person (except em-
ployees of the ALJ’s office) shall com-
municate in any way with the ALJ on
any matter at issue in a case, unless on
notice and opportunity for all parties
to participate.

This does not prohibit a person or
party from inquiring about the status
of a case or asking routine questions
concerning administrative functions or
procedures.

§2554.37 Are there sanctions for mis-
conduct?

(a) The ALJ may sanction a person,
including any party or representative
for—

(1) Failing to comply with an order,
rule, or procedure governing the pro-
ceeding;

(2) Failing to prosecute or defend an
action; or

(3) Engaging in other misconduct
that interferes with the speedy, or-
derly, or fair conduct of the hearing.

§2554.39

(b) Any such sanction, including but
not limited to those listed in para-
graphs (c), (d), and (e) of this section,
shall reasonably relate to the severity
and nature of the failure or mis-
conduct.

(c) When a party fails to comply with
an order, including an order for taking
a deposition, the production of evi-
dence within the party’s control, or a
request for admission, the ALJ may—

(1) Draw an inference in favor of the
requesting party with regard to the in-
formation sought;

(2) In the case of requests for admis-
sion, deem each matter of which an ad-
mission is requested to be admitted;

(3) Prohibit the party failing to com-
ply with such order from introducing
evidence concerning, or otherwise rely-
ing upon testimony relating to the in-
formation sought; and

(4) Strike any part of the pleadings
or other submissions of the party fail-
ing to comply with such request.

(d) If a party fails to prosecute or de-
fend an action under this part com-
menced by service of a notice of hear-
ing, the ALJ may dismiss the action or
may issue an initial decision imposing
penalties and assessments.

(e) The ALJ may refuse to consider
any motion, request, response, brief or
other document which is not filed in a
timely fashion.

§2554.38 Are post-hearing briefs re-
quired?

The ALJ may require the parties to
file post-hearing briefs. In any event,
any party may file a post-hearing brief.
The ALJ shall fix the time for filing
such briefs, not to exceed 60 days from
the date the parties receive the tran-
script of the hearing or, if applicable,
the stipulated record. Such briefs may
be accompanied by proposed findings of
fact and conclusions of law. The ALJ
may permit the parties to file reply
briefs.

DECISIONS AND APPEALS

§2554.39 How is the case decided?

(a) The ALJ will issue an initial deci-
sion based only on the record. It will
contain findings of fact, conclusions of
law, and the amount of any penalties
and assessments imposed.
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