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(i) Two years for a first conviction; 

and 

(ii) Two years plus any additional 

time AmeriCorps determines is appro-

priate for second and subsequent con-

victions, based on the factors set forth 

in paragraphs (a)(1)(iii)(A) through (F) 

of this section. 

(b) AmeriCorps will restore the Eligi-

ble Individual’s access to use the edu-

cation award if AmeriCorps determines 

that the individual has successfully 

completed a legitimate drug rehabilita-

tion program, or in the case of a first 

conviction that the individual has en-

rolled in a legitimate drug rehabilita-

tion program and: 

(1) The drug rehabilitation program 

is recognized as legitimate by appro-

priate Federal, State, or local authori-

ties; and 

(2) The Eligible Individual’s enroll-

ment in or successful completion of the 

legitimate drug rehabilitation program 

has been certified by an appropriate of-

ficial of that program. 

§ 2525.40 How long is an education 
award available for use? 

Unless AmeriCorps approves an ex-

tension under § 2525.42, the use period 

for an education award is as follows: 

(a) An education award is available 

for an Eligible Individual to use until 

seven years from the date when they 

successfully completed the term of 

service for which the award was 

earned; 

(b) An education award that is trans-

ferred to a Designated Recipient under 

subpart F of this part may be used 

until 10 years from the date when the 

Eligible Individual who transferred the 

award successfully completed their 

term of national service. 

§ 2525.41 When must an application for 
an extension be submitted? 

An application for an extension must 

be submitted to AmeriCorps before the 

award use period ends, or the indi-

vidual must have been unavoidably 

prevented from timely submitting the 

extension application. 

§ 2525.42 Under what circumstances 
will AmeriCorps grant an exten-
sion? 

(a) AmeriCorps will automatically 
grant an extension to the use period of 
an education award if the individual 
served and successfully completed a 
term of service in an approved national 
service position that fell within the use 
period for that education award and ap-
plies for an extension under § 2525.41. 

(1) The use period will be extended by 
the length of the individual’s addi-
tional approved and completed term of 
service at the time of the extension ap-
plication. 

(2) For purposes of this extension, 
AmeriCorps will treat all service in 
AmeriCorps and the Peace Corps as 
service in another AmeriCorps-ap-
proved national service position. 

(3) If the additional of service is in 
the Peace Corps, the individual re-
questing an extension will need to pro-
vide a Description of Service, signed by 
the country’s director or designee for 
the Peace Corps service. 

(b) If AmeriCorps determines that an 
Eligible Individual or Designated Re-
cipient was unavoidably prevented 
from using the education award during 
the original use period, AmeriCorps 
may grant an extension for a period of 
time that AmeriCorps deems appro-
priate, but generally not for more than 
one year from the end of the original 
use period. Also, AmeriCorps will grant 
only one extension of the use period ex-
cept in very limited circumstances, 
such as, for example, when the event 
preventing the member from timely 
using their education award is likely to 
exist for more than 12 months, such as 
active military duty. 

(1) Examples of situations that may 
warrant an extension if they hinder use 
of an education award may include, but 
are not limited to: 

(i) The Eligible Individual’s serious 
illness, injury, or disability; 

(ii) The death, serious illness, injury, 
or disability of someone in the Eligible 
Individual’s immediate family that oc-
curs close to the end of the use period; 

(iii) The destruction or inacces-
sibility of important service records 
maintained by the program; 

(iv) Natural disasters; 
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