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§2105.50 How will you be billed?

If you are required to pay a fee asso-
ciated with a FOIA request, the Agency
will send a bill for collection.

§2105.51 How will the Agency collect
fees owed?

(a) The Agency may charge interest
on any unpaid bill starting on the 31st
day following the billing date.

(b) The Agency will assess interest
charges at the rate provided in 31
U.S.C. 3717 and interest will accrue
from the billing date until the Agency
receives payment.

(c) The Agency will follow the provi-
sions of the Debt Collection Act of 1982
(Pub. L. 97-365, 96 Stat. 1749), as amend-
ed, and its administrative procedures,
including the use of consumer report-
ing agencies, collection agencies, and
offset to collect overdue amounts and
interest.

(d) This section does not apply if you
are a state, local, or tribal government.

§2105.52 When will the Agency com-
bine or aggregate requests?

(a) The Agency may aggregate re-
quests and charge accordingly when it
reasonably believes that you, or a
group of requesters acting in concert
with you, are attempting to avoid fees
by dividing a single request into a se-
ries of requests on a single subject or
related subjects.

(1) The Agency may presume that
multiple requests of this type made
within a 30-day period have been made
to avoid fees.

(2) The Agency may aggregate re-
quests separated by a longer period
only where there is a reasonable basis
for determining that aggregation is
warranted in view of all the cir-
cumstances involved.

(b) The Agency will not aggregate
multiple requests involving unrelated
matters.

§2105.53 What if other statutes re-
quire the Agency to charge fees?

(a) The fee schedule in appendix A to
this part does not apply to fees charged
under any statute that specifically re-
quires the Agency to set and collect
fees for particular types of records.

(b) If records otherwise responsive to
a request are subject to a statutorily-

§2105.55

based fee schedule, the Agency will in-
form you whom to contact to obtain
the records.

Subpart H—Administrative
Appeals

§2105.54 When may you file an ap-
peal?

(a) You may file an appeal when:

(1) The Agency withholds records, or
parts of records;

(2) The Agency informs you that your
request has not adequately described
the records sought;

(3) The Agency informs you that it
does not possess or cannot locate re-
sponsive records and you have reason
to believe this is incorrect or that the
search was inadequate;

(4) The Agency did not address all as-
pects of the request for records;

(5) You believe there is a procedural
deficiency (for example, fees are im-
properly calculated or you have been
placed in the wrong fee category);

(6) The Agency denied your request
for a fee waiver;

(7) The Agency did not make a deci-
sion within the time limits in §2105.15
or, if applicable, §2105.16; or

(8) The Agency denied, or was late in
responding to, a request for expedited
processing filed under the procedures
in §2105.18.

(b) An appeal under paragraph (a)(8)
of this section relates only to the re-
quest for expedited processing and does
not constitute an appeal of the under-
lying request for records. Special pro-
cedures apply to requests for expedited
processing of an appeal (see §2105.60).

(c) Before filing an appeal, you may
wish to communicate with the contact
person listed in the FOIA response, the
Agency’s FOIA Officer, and/or the
FOIA Public Liaison to see if the issue
can be resolved informally. However,
appeals must be received by the FOIA
Appeals Officer within the time limits
in §2105.55 or they will not be proc-
essed.

§2105.55 How long do you have to file
an appeal?

(a) Appeals covered by §2105.54(a)(1)

through (5) must be received by the

FOIA Appeals Officer no later than 90
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