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international tribunal, or an arbitra-
tion, or the initiation, conduct, or dis-
position by the agency of a particular 
case of formal agency adjudication pur-
suant to the procedures in section 554 
of this title or otherwise involving a 
determination on the record after op-
portunity for a hearing. 

(b) The Commission may exercise its 
authority to open to public observation 
a meeting which could be closed under 
one of the provisions of § 1703.202(a), if 
it would be in the public interest to do 
so. The Commission will determine 
whether the discussion comes within 
one of the specific exemptions. If the 
discussion is determined to be exempt, 
the Commission will consider and de-
termine whether the public interest 
nevertheless requires that the meeting 
be open. 

§ 1703.203 Decision to close meeting. 

(a) Commission members may decide 
before the meeting to close to public 
observation a meeting or portion or 
portions thereof, or to withhold infor-
mation pertaining to such meeting, 
only if a majority of the members vote 
on the record to take such action. No 
proxy votes on this action shall be al-
lowed. A single vote may be taken with 
respect to a series of meetings, a por-
tion or portions of which are proposed 
to be closed to the public, or with re-
spect to any information concerning 
such series of meetings, so long as each 
meeting in such series involves the 
same particular matters and is sched-
uled to be held no more than thirty 
days after the initial meeting in such 
series. If a decision is made to close a 
portion or portions of a meeting or a 
series of meetings, the Commission 
shall prepare a full written explanation 
of the closure action together with a 
list naming all persons expected to at-
tend the meeting and identifying their 
affiliation. 

(b) For every meeting or portion 
thereof which Commission members 
have voted to close, the Chairman of 
NCLIS shall certify that, in his or her 
opinion, the meeting may properly be 
closed to the public. In addition, the 
Chairman shall state each relevant ex-
emptive provision as set forth in 
§ 1703.202(a). A copy of the Chairman’s 
certification, together with a state-

ment from the Chairman setting forth 
the time and place of the meeting and 
listing the persons present, shall be re-
tained by the Commission. 

(c) Whenever any person whose inter-
ests may be directly affected by a por-
tion of a meeting requests that the 
Commission close such portion to the 
public for any of the reasons referred 
to in § 1703.202 (a)(5), (6), or (7), the 
Commission members, upon request of 
any of the Commissioners, shall decide 
by recorded vote whether to close such 
portion. If a closure decision is made, 
the Commission shall prepare a full 
written explanation of the closure ac-
tion together with a list naming all 
persons expected to attend the meeting 
and identifying their affiliation. 

§ 1703.204 Public availability of re-
corded vote to close meeting. 

Within one day of any vote taken on 
a proposal to close a meeting, the Com-
mission shall make publicly available a 
record reflecting the vote of each mem-
ber on the question. In addition, within 
one day of any vote which closes a por-
tion or portions of a meeting to the 
public, the Commission shall make 
publicly available a full written expla-
nation of its closure action together 
with a list naming all persons expected 
to attend and identifying their affili-
ation, unless such disclosure would re-
veal the information that the meeting 
itself was closed to protect. 

§ 1703.205 Public announcement of 
meeting. 

(a) Except as provided in §§ 1703.207 
and 1703.208, the Commission shall 
make a public announcement at least 
one week before the scheduled meeting, 
to include the following: 

(1) Time, place, and subject matter of 
the meeting; 

(2) Whether the meeting is to be open 
or closed; and 

(3) Name and telephone number of 
agency official who will respond to re-
quests for information about the meet-
ing. 

(b) If announcement of the subject 
matter of a closed meeting would re-
veal the information that the meeting 
was closed to protect, the subject mat-
ter shall not be announced. 
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