AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§1624.5

aids and/or other assistive technologies
where the provision of such aids would
not significantly impair the ability of
the legal services program to provide
its services.

(e) A legal services program shall
take reasonable steps to ensure that
communications with its applicants,
employees, and beneficiaries are avail-
able to persons with impaired vision
and hearing.

(f) A legal services program may not
deny persons with disabilities the op-
portunity to participate as members of
or in the meetings or activities of any
planning or advisory board or process
established by or conducted by the
legal services program, including but
not limited to meetings and activities
conducted in response to the require-
ments of 45 CFR part 1620.

§1624.5 Accessibility of legal services.

(a) No qualified person with a dis-
ability shall, because a legal services
program’s facilities are inaccessible to
or unusable by persons with disabil-
ities, be denied the benefits of, be ex-
cluded from participation in, or other-
wise be subjected to discrimination by
any legal services program.

(b) A legal services program shall
conduct its programs and activities so
that, when viewed in their entirety,
they are readily accessible to and usa-
ble by persons with disabilities. This
paragraph does not necessarily require
a legal services program to make each
of its existing facilities or every part of
an existing facility accessible to and
usable by persons with disabilities, or
require a legal services program to
make structural changes in existing fa-
cilities when other methods are effec-
tive in achieving compliance. In choos-
ing among available methods for meet-
ing the requirements of this paragraph,
a legal services program shall give pri-
ority to those methods that offer legal
services to persons with disabilities in
the most integrated setting appro-
priate.

(c) A legal services program shall, to
the maximum extent feasible, ensure
that new facilities that it rents or pur-
chases are accessible to persons with
disabilities. Prior to entering into any
lease or contract for the purchase of a
building, a legal services program shall
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submit a statement to LSC certifying
that the facilities covered by the lease
or contract will be accessible to per-
sons with disabilities, or if the facili-
ties will not be accessible, a detailed
description of the efforts the program
made to obtain accessible space, the
reasons why the inaccessible facility
was nevertheless selected, and the spe-
cific steps that will be taken by the
legal services program to ensure that
its services are accessible to persons
with disabilities who would otherwise
use that facility. After a statement
certifying facility accessibility has
been submitted, additional statements
need not be resubmitted with respect
to the same facility, unless substantial
changes have been made in the facility
that affect its accessibility.

(d) A legal services program shall en-
sure that new facilities designed or
constructed for it are readily acces-
sible to and usable by persons with dis-
abilities. Alterations to existing facili-
ties shall, to the maximum extent fea-
sible, be designed and constructed to
make the altered facilities readily ac-
cessible to and usable by persons with
disabilities.

§1624.6 Employment.

(a) No qualified person with a dis-
ability shall, on the basis of disability,
be subjected to discrimination in em-
ployment by any legal services pro-
gram.

(b) A legal services program shall
make all decisions concerning employ-
ment under any program or activity to
which this part applies in a manner
that ensures that discrimination on
the basis of disability does not occur,
and may not limit, segregate, or clas-
sify applicants or employees in any
way that adversely affects their oppor-
tunities or status because of disability.

(c) The prohibition against discrimi-
nation in employment applies to the
following activities:

(1) Recruitment, advertising, and the
processing of applications for employ-
ment;

(2) Hiring, upgrading, promotion,
award of tenure, demotion, transfer,
layoff, termination, right of return
from layoff, and rehiring;
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(3) Rates of pay or any other form of
compensation and changes in com-
pensation;

(4) Job assignments, job classifica-
tions, organizational structures, posi-
tion descriptions, lines of progression,
and seniority lists;

(5) Leaves of absence, sick leave, or
any other leave;

(6) Fringe benefits available by vir-
tue of employment, whether or not ad-
ministered by the legal services pro-
gram;

(7) Selection and financial support
for training, including apprenticeship,
professional meetings, conferences, and
other related activities, and selection
for leaves of absence to pursue train-
ing;

(8) Employer sponsored activities, in-
cluding social or recreational pro-
grams; and

(9) Any other term, condition, or
privilege of employment.

(d) A legal services program may not
participate in any contractual or other
relationship with persons, agencies, or-
ganizations or other entities such as,
but not limited to, employment and re-
ferral agencies, labor unions, organiza-
tions providing or administering fringe
benefits to employees of the legal serv-
ices program, and organizations pro-
viding training and apprenticeship pro-
grams, if the practices of such person,
agency, organization, or other entity
have the effect of subjecting qualified
applicants or employees with disabil-
ities to discrimination prohibited by
this paragraph.

(e) A legal services program shall
make reasonable accommodation to
the known physical or mental limita-
tions of an otherwise qualified appli-
cant or employee with a disability un-
less the accommodation would impose
an undue hardship on the operation of
the program.

(1) For purposes of this paragraph (e),
reasonable accommodation may in-
clude:

(i) Making facilities used by employ-
ees readily accessible to and usable by
persons with disabilities; and

(ii) job restructuring, part-time or
modified work schedules, acquisition
or modification of equipment or de-
vices, the provision of auxiliary aids

§1624.7

and/or other assistive technologies, and
other similar actions.

(2) In determining whether an accom-
modation would impose an undue hard-
ship on the operation of a legal services
program, factors to be considered in-
clude, but are not limited to, the over-
all size of the legal services program
with respect to number of employees,
number and type of facilities, and size
of budget, and the nature and costs of
the accommodation needed.

(3) A legal services program may not
deny any employment opportunity to a
qualified employee or applicant with a
disability if the basis for the denial is
a need to make reasonable accommoda-
tion to the physical or mental limita-
tions of the employee or applicant.

(f) A legal services program may not
use employment tests or criteria that
discriminate against persons with dis-
abilities, and shall ensure that employ-
ment tests are adapted for use by per-
sons who have disabilities that impair
sensory, manual, or speaking skills.

(g) A legal services program may not
conduct a pre-employment medical ex-
amination or make a pre-employment
inquiry as to whether an applicant is a
person with a disability or as to the na-
ture or severity of a disability except
under the circumstances described in 45
CFR 84.14(a) through (d)(2). The Cor-
poration shall have access to relevant
information obtained in accordance
with this section to permit investiga-
tions of alleged violations of this part.

(h) A legal services program shall
post in prominent places in each of its
offices a notice stating that the legal
services program does not discriminate
on the basis of disability.

(i) Any recruitment materials pub-
lished or used by a legal services pro-
gram shall include a statement that
the legal services program does not dis-
criminate on the basis of disability.

§1624.7 Enforcement.

(a) The procedures described in part
1618 of these regulations shall apply to
any alleged violation of this Part by a
legal services program.

(b) When LSC receives a complaint of
a violation of this part, LSC policy is
generally to refer such complainants
promptly to the appropriate Federal,
state or local agencies, although LSC
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