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(iv) A matter of widespread and ex-
ceptional media interest raising ques-
tions about LSC’s integrity which may 
affect public confidence in LSC. 

(2) A request for expedited processing 
may be made at the time of the initial 
request for records or at any later 
time. For a prompt determination, a 
request for expedited processing must 
be properly addressed and marked and 
received by LSC pursuant to § 1602.8. 

(3) A requester who seeks expedited 
processing must submit a statement 
demonstrating a compelling need and 
explaining in detail the basis for re-
questing expedited processing. The re-
quester must certify that the state-
ment is true and correct to the best of 
the requester’s knowledge and belief. 

(4) Within 10 calendar days of receiv-
ing a request for expedited processing, 
the Chief FOIA Officer, Office of In-
spector General Legal Counsel or their 
designees shall decide whether to grant 
the request and shall notify the re-
quester of the decision. If a request for 
expedited treatment is granted, the re-
quest shall be given priority and shall 
be processed as soon as practicable. If a 
request for expedited processing is de-
nied, the requester may appeal in writ-
ing to LSC’s President or Inspector 
General in the format described in 
§ 1602.13(a). Any appeal of a denial for 
expedited treatment shall be acted on 
expeditiously by LSC. 

§ 1602.10 Exemptions for withholding 
records. 

(a) LSC shall— 

(1) Withhold information under this 
section only if— 

(i) LSC reasonably foresees that dis-
closure would harm an interest pro-
tected by an exemption described in 
paragraph (b); or 

(ii) Disclosure is prohibited by law; 
and 

(2)(i) Consider whether partial disclo-
sure of information is possible when-
ever LSC determines that a full disclo-
sure of a requested record is not pos-
sible; and 

(ii) Take reasonable steps necessary 
to segregate and release nonexempt in-
formation; 

(b) LSC may withhold a requested 
record from public disclosure only if 

one or more of the following exemp-
tions authorized by the FOIA apply: 

(1)(i) Matter that is specifically au-
thorized under criteria established by 
an Executive order to be kept secret in 
the interest of national defense or for-
eign policy; and 

(ii) Is in fact properly classified pur-
suant to such Executive Order; 

(2) Matter that is related solely to 
the internal personnel rules and prac-
tices of LSC; 

(3) Matter that is specifically ex-
empted from disclosure by statute 
(other than the exemptions under FOIA 
at 5 U.S.C. 552(b)), provided that such 
statute requires that the matters be 
withheld from the public in such a 
manner as to leave no discretion on the 
issue, or establishes particular criteria 
for withholding, or refers to particular 
types of matters to be withheld; 

(4) Trade secrets and commercial or 
financial information obtained from a 
person and privileged or confidential; 

(5) Inter-agency or intra-agency 
memoranda or letters that would not 
be available by law to a party other 
than an agency in litigation with LSC, 
provided that the deliberative process 
privilege shall not apply to records cre-
ated 25 years or more before the date 
on which the records were requested; 

(6) Personnel and medical files and 
similar files, the disclosure of which 
would constitute a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy; 

(7) Records or information compiled 
for law enforcement purposes, includ-
ing enforcing the Legal Services Cor-
poration Act or any other law, but only 
to the extent that the production of 
such law enforcement records or infor-
mation: 

(i) Could reasonably be expected to 
interfere with enforcement pro-
ceedings; 

(ii) Would deprive a person or a re-
cipient of a right to a fair trial or an 
impartial adjudication; 

(iii) Could reasonably be expected to 
constitute an unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy; 

(iv) Could reasonably be expected to 
disclose the identity of a confidential 
source, including a State, local, or for-
eign agency or authority or any pri-
vate institution that furnished infor-
mation on a confidential basis, and in 
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the case of a record or information 
compiled by a criminal law enforce-
ment authority in the course of a 
criminal investigation, information 
furnished by a confidential source; 

(v) Would disclose techniques and 
procedures for law enforcement inves-
tigations or prosecutions, or would dis-
close guidelines for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be ex-
pected to risk circumvention of the 
law; or 

(vi) Could reasonably be expected to 
endanger the life or physical safety of 
any individual; 

(8) Matter that is contained in or re-
lated to examination, operating, or 
condition reports prepared by, on be-
half of, or for the use of an agency re-
sponsible for the regulation or super-
vision of financial institutions; or 

(9) Geological and geophysical infor-
mation and data, including maps, con-
cerning wells. 

(c) In the event that one or more of 
the exemptions in paragraph (b) of this 
section applies, any reasonably seg-
regable portion of a record shall be pro-
vided to the requester after redaction 
of the exempt portions. The amount of 
information redacted and the exemp-
tion under which the redaction is being 
made shall be indicated on the released 
portion of the record, unless doing so 
would harm the interest protected by 
the exemption under which the redac-
tion is made. If technically feasible, 
the amount of information redacted 
and the exemption under which the re-
daction is being made shall be indi-
cated at the place in the record where 
the redaction occurs. 

(d) No requester shall have a right to 
insist that any or all of the techniques 
in paragraph (c) of this section should 
be employed in order to satisfy a re-
quest. 

(e) Records that may be exempt from 
disclosure pursuant to paragraph (b) of 
this section may be made available at 
the discretion of the LSC official au-
thorized to grant or deny the request 
for records, after appropriate consulta-
tion as provided in § 1602.11. LSC will 
disclose records otherwise exempt from 
disclosure under the FOIA when LSC 
does not reasonably foresee that disclo-
sure would harm an interest protected 

by an exemption and disclosure is not 
prohibited by law or protected under 
Exemption 3. 

§ 1602.11 Officials authorized to grant 
or deny requests for records. 

(a) The Chief FOIA Officer, Office of 
Inspector General Legal Counsel or 
their designees are authorized to grant 
or deny requests under this part. In the 
absence of an Office of Inspector Gen-
eral Legal Counsel, the Inspector Gen-
eral shall name a designee who will be 
authorized to grant or deny requests 
under this part and who will perform 
all other functions of the Office of In-
spector General Legal Counsel under 
this part. 

(b)(1) The Chief FOIA Officer or des-
ignee shall consult with the Office of 
Inspector General Legal Counsel or 
designee prior to granting or denying 
any request for records or portions of 
records which originated with the OIG, 
or which contain information which 
originated with the OIG, but which are 
maintained by other components of 
LSC. 

(2) The Office of Inspector General 
Legal Counsel or designee shall consult 
with the Chief FOIA Officer or designee 
prior to granting or denying any re-
quest for records or portions of records 
which originated with any component 
of LSC other than the OIG, or which 
contain information which originated 
with a component of LSC other than 
the OIG, but which are maintained by 
the OIG. 

§ 1602.12 Denials. 

(a) A denial of a written request for a 
record that complies with the require-
ments of § 1602.8 shall be in writing and 
shall include the following: 

(1) A reference to the applicable ex-
emption or exemptions in § 1602.10(b) 
upon which the denial is based; 

(2) An explanation of how the exemp-
tion applies to the requested records; 

(3) A statement explaining why it is 
deemed unreasonable to provide seg-
regable portions of the record after de-
leting the exempt portions; 

(4) An estimate of the volume of re-
quested matter denied unless providing 
such estimate would harm the interest 
protected by the exemption under 
which the denial is made; 
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