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Subpart A—General Provisions

§1370.1 What are the purposes of the
Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act Programs?

This part addresses sections 301
through 313 of the Family Violence
Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA),
as amended, and codified at 42 U.S.C.

10401 et seq. FVPSA authorizes the Sec-
retary to implement programs for the
purposes of increasing public awareness
about and preventing family violence,
domestic violence, and dating violence;
providing immediate shelter and sup-
portive services for victims of family
violence, domestic violence, and dating
violence and their dependents; pro-
viding for technical assistance and
training relating to family violence,
domestic violence, and dating violence
programs; providing for State Domes-
tic Violence Coalitions; providing spe-
cialized services for abused parents and
their children; and operating a na-
tional domestic violence hotline. FVPSA
emphasizes both primary, and sec-
ondary, prevention of violence.

§1370.2 What definitions apply to
these programs?

For the purposes of this part:

Dating violence means violence com-
mitted by a person who is or has been
in a social relationship of a romantic
or intimate nature with the victim and
where the existence of such a relation-
ship shall be determined based on a
consideration of the following factors:
The length of the relationship, the type
of relationship, and the frequency of
interaction between the persons in-
volved in the relationship. This part of
the definition reflects the definition
also found in Section 40002(a) of VAWA
(as amended), 42 U.S.C. 13925(a), as re-
quired by FVPSA. Dating violence also
includes but is not limited to the phys-
ical, sexual, psychological, or emo-
tional violence within a dating rela-
tionship, including stalking. It can
happen in person or electronically, and
may involve financial abuse or other
forms of manipulation which may
occur between a current or former dat-
ing partner regardless of actual or per-
ceived sexual orientation or gender
identity.

Domestic violence means felony or
misdemeanor crimes of violence com-
mitted by a current or former spouse
or intimate partner of the victim, by a
person with whom the victim shares a
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