AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§1355.21

Foster family home means, for the purpose
of title IV-E eligibility, the home of an indi-
vidual or family licensed or approved as
meeting the standards established by the li-
censing or approval authority(ies), that pro-
vides 24-hour out-of-home care for children.
The licensing or approval authority must be
a state authority in the state in which the
foster family home is located, a tribal au-
thority with respect to a foster family home
on or near an Indian Reservation, or a tribal
authority of a tribal title IV-E agency with
respect to a foster family home in the tribal
title IV-E agency’s service area. Agencies
may establish one set of foster family home
licensing or approval standards for all rel-
ative or kinship foster family homes that are
different from the set of standards used to 1i-
cense or approve all non-relative foster fam-
ily homes. Anything less than full licensure
or approval is insufficient for meeting title
IV-E eligibility requirements. Title IV-E
agencies may, however, claim title IV-E re-
imbursement during the period of time be-
tween the date a prospective foster family
home satisfies all requirements for licensure
or approval and the date the actual license is
issued, not to exceed 60 days.

* * * * *

§1355.21 Plan requirements for titles
IV-E and IV-B.

(a) The plans for titles IV-E and IV-
B must provide for safeguards on the
use and disclosure of information
which meet the requirements con-
tained in section 471(a)(8) of the Act.

(b) The plans for titles IV-E and IV-
B must provide for compliance with the
Department’s regulations applicable to
the State and/or Tribe as listed in 45
CFR 1355.30.

(c) The State agency and the Indian
Tribe must make available for public
review and inspection the Child and
Family Services Plan (CFSP) and the
Annual Progress and Services Reports.
(See 45 CFR 1357.15 and 1357.16.) The
title IV-E agency also must make
available for public review and inspec-
tion the title IV-E Plan.

[48 FR 23114, May 23, 1983, as amended at 61
FR 58654, Nov. 18, 1996; 77 FR 926, Jan. 6, 2012]

§1355.25 Principles of child and family
services.

The following principles, most often
identified by practitioners and others
as helping to assure effective services
for children, youth, and families,
should guide the States and Indian

45 CFR Ch. XIIl (10-1-23 Edition)

Tribes in developing, operating, and
improving the continuum of child and
family services.

(a) The safety and well-being of chil-
dren and of all family members is para-
mount. When safety can be assured,
strengthening and preserving families
is seen as the best way to promote the
healthy development of children. One
important way to keep children safe is
to stop violence in the family including
violence against their mothers.

(b) Services are focused on the family
as a whole; service providers work with
families as partners in identifying and
meeting individual and family needs;
family strengths are identified, en-
hanced, respected, and mobilized to
help families solve the problems which
compromise their functioning and well-
being.

(c) Services promote the healthy de-
velopment of children and youth, pro-
mote permanency for all children and
help prepare youth emancipating from
the foster care system for self-suffi-
ciency and independent living.

(d) Services may focus on prevention,
protection, or other short or long-term
interventions to meet the needs of the
family and the best interests and need
of the individual(s) who may be placed
in out-of-home care.

(e) Services are timely, flexible, co-
ordinated, and accessible to families
and individuals, principally delivered
in the home or the community, and are
delivered in a manner that is respectful
of and builds on the strengths of the
community and cultural groups.

(f) Services are organized as a con-
tinuum, designed to achieve measur-
able outcomes, and are linked to a wide
variety of supports and services which
can be crucial to meeting families’ and
children’s needs, for example, housing,
substance abuse treatment, mental
health, health, education, job training,
child care, and informal support net-
works.

(g) Most child and family services are
community-based, involve community
organizations, parents and residents in
their design and delivery, and are ac-
countable to the community and the
client’s needs.

(h) Services are intensive enough and
of sufficient duration to keep children
safe and meet family needs. The actual
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