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(3) The extent to which the design of
the proposed project includes a thor-
ough, high-quality review of the rel-
evant literature, a high-quality plan
for project implementation, and the
use of appropriate methodological
tools to ensure successful achievement
of project objectives.

(4) The extent to which the design of
the proposed project is appropriate to,
and will successfully address, the needs
of the target population or other iden-
tified needs.

(6) The extent to which the proposed
development efforts include adequate
quality controls and, as appropriate,
repeated testing of products.

(6) The extent to which the proposed
project will be coordinated with simi-
lar or related efforts, and with other
appropriate community, State, and
Federal resources.

(7) The extent to which the design of
the proposed project reflects up-to-date
knowledge from research and effective
practice.

(8) The extent to which the proposed
project represents an exceptional ap-
proach to the priority or priorities es-
tablished for the competition.

[81 FR 29159, May 11, 2016, as amended at 87
FR 50003, Aug. 15, 2022]

§1330.25 Additional considerations for
field-initiated priorities.

(a) The Director reserves funds to
support field-initiated applications
funded under this part when those ap-
plications have been awarded points to-
taling 85 percent or more of the max-
imum possible points under the proce-
dures described in §1330.23.

(b) In making a final selection from
applications received when NIDILRR
uses field-initiated priorities, the Di-
rector may consider whether one of the
following conditions is met and, if so,
use this information to fund an appli-
cation out of rank order:

(1) The proposed project represents a
unique opportunity to advance reha-
bilitation and other knowledge to im-
prove the lives of individual with dis-
abilities.

(2) The proposed project com-
plements or balances research activity
already planned or funded by NIDILRR
through its annual priorities or ad-

45 CFR Ch. XIIl (10-1-23 Edition)

dresses the research in a new and
promising way.

(c) If the Director funds an applica-
tion out of rank order under paragraph
(b) of this section, the public will be
notified through a notice on the
NIDILRR Web site or through other
means deemed appropriate by the Di-
rector.

Subpart D—Disability, Inde-
pendent Living, and Rehabili-
tation Research Fellowships

§1330.30 Fellows program.

(a) The purpose of this program is to
build research capacity by providing
support to highly qualified individuals,
including those who are individuals
with disabilities, to perform research
on rehabilitation, independent living,
and other experiences and outcomes of
individuals with disabilities.

(b) The eligibility requirements for
the Fellows program are as follows:

(1) Only individuals are eligible to be
recipients of Fellowships.

(2) Any individual is eligible for as-
sistance under this program who has
training and experience that indicate a
potential for engaging in scientific re-
search related to rehabilitation and
independent living for individuals with
disabilities.

(3) This program provides two cat-
egories of Fellowships: Merit Fellow-
ships and Distinguished Fellowships.

(i) To be eligible for a Distinguished
Fellowship, an individual must have
seven or more years of research experi-
ence in subject areas, methods, or tech-
niques relevant to disability and reha-
bilitation research and must have a
doctorate, other terminal degree, or
comparable academic qualifications.

(ii) The Director awards Merit Fel-
lowships to individuals in earlier
stages of their careers in research. To
be eligible for a Merit Fellowship, an
individual must have either advanced
professional training or experience in
independent study in an area which is
directly pertinent to disability and re-
habilitation.

(c) Fellowships will be awarded in the
form of a grant to eligible individuals.

(d) In making a final selection of ap-
plicants to support under this program,
the Director considers the extent to
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which applicants present a unique op-
portunity to effect a major advance in
knowledge, address critical problems in
innovative ways, bpresent proposals
which are consistent with the Insti-
tute’s Long-Range Plan, build research
capacity within the field, or com-
plement and significantly increases the
potential value of already planned re-
search and related activities.

Subpart E—Special Projects and
Demonstrations for  Spinal
Cord Injuries

§1330.40 Spinal cord injuries program.

(a) This program provides assistance
to establish innovative projects for the
delivery, demonstration, and evalua-
tion of comprehensive medical, voca-
tional, independent living, and reha-
bilitation services to meet the wide
range of needs of individuals with spi-
nal cord injuries.

(b) The agencies and organizations el-
igible to apply under this program are
described in §1330.2.
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§1331.1 Basis, scope, and definition.

(a) Basis. This part implements, in
part, the provisions of section 4360 of
Public Law 101-508 by establishing a
minimum level of funding for grants
made to States for the purpose of pro-
viding information, counseling, and as-
sistance relating to obtaining adequate
and appropriate health insurance cov-
erage to individuals eligible to receive
benefits under the Medicare program.

(b) Scope of part. This part sets forth
the following:

(1) Conditions of eligibility for the
grant.

§1331.4

(2) Minimum levels of funding for
those States qualifying for the grants.

(3) Reporting requirements.

(¢c) Definition. For purposes of this
subpart, the term ‘“State’ includes (ex-
cept where otherwise indicated by the
context) the 50 States, the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and
American Samoa.

§1331.2 Eligibility for grants.

To be eligible for a grant under this
subpart, the State must have an ap-
proved Medicare supplemental regu-
latory program under section 1882 of
the Act and submit a timely applica-
tion to ACL that meets the require-
ments of—

(a) Section 4360 of Public Law 101-508
(42 U.S.C. 1395b-4);

(b) This subpart; and

(c) The applicable solicitation for
grant applications issued by ACL.

§1331.3 Availability of grants.

ACL awards grants to States subject
to availability of funds, and if applica-
ble, subject to the satisfactory progress
in the State’s project during the pre-
ceding grant period. The criteria by
which progress is evaluated and the
performance standards for determining
whether satisfactory progress has been
made are specified in the terms and
conditions included in the notice of
grant award sent to each State. ACL
advises each State as to when to make
application, what to include in the ap-
plication, and provides information as
to the timing of the grant award and
the duration of the grant award. ACL
also provides an estimate of the
amount of funds that may be available
to the State.

§1331.4 Number and size of grants.

(a) General. For available grant
funds, up to and including $10,000,000,
grants will be made to States accord-
ing to the terms and formula in para-
graphs (b) and (c) of this section. For
any available grant funds in excess of
$10,000,000, distribution of grants will
be at the discretion of ACL, and will be
made according to criteria that ACL
will communicate to the States via
grant solicitation. ACL will provide in-
formation to each State as to what
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