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(3) The extent to which the design of
the proposed project includes a thor-
ough, high-quality review of the rel-
evant literature, a high-quality plan
for project implementation, and the
use of appropriate methodological
tools to ensure successful achievement
of project objectives.

(4) The extent to which the design of
the proposed project is appropriate to,
and will successfully address, the needs
of the target population or other iden-
tified needs.

(6) The extent to which the proposed
development efforts include adequate
quality controls and, as appropriate,
repeated testing of products.

(6) The extent to which the proposed
project will be coordinated with simi-
lar or related efforts, and with other
appropriate community, State, and
Federal resources.

(7) The extent to which the design of
the proposed project reflects up-to-date
knowledge from research and effective
practice.

(8) The extent to which the proposed
project represents an exceptional ap-
proach to the priority or priorities es-
tablished for the competition.

[81 FR 29159, May 11, 2016, as amended at 87
FR 50003, Aug. 15, 2022]

§1330.25 Additional considerations for
field-initiated priorities.

(a) The Director reserves funds to
support field-initiated applications
funded under this part when those ap-
plications have been awarded points to-
taling 85 percent or more of the max-
imum possible points under the proce-
dures described in §1330.23.

(b) In making a final selection from
applications received when NIDILRR
uses field-initiated priorities, the Di-
rector may consider whether one of the
following conditions is met and, if so,
use this information to fund an appli-
cation out of rank order:

(1) The proposed project represents a
unique opportunity to advance reha-
bilitation and other knowledge to im-
prove the lives of individual with dis-
abilities.

(2) The proposed project com-
plements or balances research activity
already planned or funded by NIDILRR
through its annual priorities or ad-
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dresses the research in a new and
promising way.

(c) If the Director funds an applica-
tion out of rank order under paragraph
(b) of this section, the public will be
notified through a notice on the
NIDILRR Web site or through other
means deemed appropriate by the Di-
rector.

Subpart D—Disability, Inde-
pendent Living, and Rehabili-
tation Research Fellowships

§1330.30 Fellows program.

(a) The purpose of this program is to
build research capacity by providing
support to highly qualified individuals,
including those who are individuals
with disabilities, to perform research
on rehabilitation, independent living,
and other experiences and outcomes of
individuals with disabilities.

(b) The eligibility requirements for
the Fellows program are as follows:

(1) Only individuals are eligible to be
recipients of Fellowships.

(2) Any individual is eligible for as-
sistance under this program who has
training and experience that indicate a
potential for engaging in scientific re-
search related to rehabilitation and
independent living for individuals with
disabilities.

(3) This program provides two cat-
egories of Fellowships: Merit Fellow-
ships and Distinguished Fellowships.

(i) To be eligible for a Distinguished
Fellowship, an individual must have
seven or more years of research experi-
ence in subject areas, methods, or tech-
niques relevant to disability and reha-
bilitation research and must have a
doctorate, other terminal degree, or
comparable academic qualifications.

(ii) The Director awards Merit Fel-
lowships to individuals in earlier
stages of their careers in research. To
be eligible for a Merit Fellowship, an
individual must have either advanced
professional training or experience in
independent study in an area which is
directly pertinent to disability and re-
habilitation.

(c) Fellowships will be awarded in the
form of a grant to eligible individuals.

(d) In making a final selection of ap-
plicants to support under this program,
the Director considers the extent to
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