
207 

Administration for Children and Families, HHS § 1326.27 

that would exceed the amount custom-

arily charged other non-profit or State 

government agencies for reproducing 

documents. At its option, the P&A may 

make written notes when inspecting 

information and records, and may use 

its own photocopying equipment to ob-

tain copies. If a party other than the 

P&A system performs the 

photocopying or other reproduction of 

records, it shall provide the photo-
copies or reproductions to the P&A 
system within the time frames speci-
fied in paragraph (c) of this section. In 
addition, where records are kept or 
maintained electronically they shall be 
provided to the P&A electronically. 

(e) The Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act Privacy Rule 
permits the disclosure of protected 
health information (PHI) without the 
authorization of the individual to a 
P&A system to the extent that such 
disclosure is required by law and the 
disclosure complies with the require-
ments of that law. 

(f) Educational agencies, including 
public, private, and charter schools, as 
well as, public and private residential 
and non-residential schools, must pro-
vide a P&A with the name of and con-
tact information for the parent or 
guardian of a student for whom the 
P&A has probable cause to obtain 
records under the DD Act. 

§ 1326.26 Denial or delay of access to 
records. 

If a P&A system’s access is denied or 
delayed beyond the deadlines specified 
in § 1326.25, the P&A system shall be 
provided, within one business day after 
the expiration of such deadline, with a 
written statement of reasons for the 
denial or delay. In the case of a denial 
for alleged lack of authorization, the 
name, address and telephone number of 
individuals with developmental disabil-
ities and legal guardians, conservators, 
or other legal representative will be in-
cluded in the aforementioned response. 
All of the above information shall be 
provided whether or not the P&A has 
probable cause to suspect abuse or ne-
glect, or has received a complaint. 

[80 FR 44807, July 27, 2015, as amended at 81 

FR 35647, June 3, 2016] 

§ 1326.27 Access to service providers 
and individuals with developmental 
disabilities. 

(a) Access to service providers and in-
dividuals with developmental disabil-
ities shall be extended to all authorized 
agents of a P&A system. 

(b) The P&A system shall have rea-
sonable unaccompanied access to indi-
viduals with developmental disabilities 
at all times necessary to conduct a full 
investigation of an incident of abuse or 
neglect. 

(1) Such access shall be afforded upon 
request, by the P&A system when: 

(i) An incident is reported or a com-
plaint is made to the P&A system; 

(ii) The P&A system determines that 
there is probable cause to believe that 
an incident has or may have occurred; 
or 

(iii) The P&A system determines that 
there is or may be imminent danger of 
serious abuse or neglect of an indi-
vidual with a developmental disability. 

(2) A P&A system shall have reason-
able unaccompanied access to public 
and private service providers, programs 
in the State, and to all areas of the 
service provider’s premises that are 
used by individuals with developmental 
disabilities or are accessible to them. 
Such access shall be provided without 
advance notice and made available im-
mediately upon request. This authority 
shall include the opportunity to inter-
view any individual with develop-
mental disability, employee, or other 
persons, including the person thought 
to be the victim of such abuse, who 
might be reasonably believed by the 
system to have knowledge of the inci-
dent under investigation. The P&A 
may not be required to provide the 
name or other identifying information 
regarding the individual with develop-
mental disability or staff with whom it 
plans to meet; neither may the P&A be 
required to justify or explain its inter-
action with such persons. 

(c) In addition to the access required 
under paragraph (b) of this section, a 
P&A system shall have reasonable un-
accompanied access to service pro-
viders for routine circumstances. This 
includes areas which are used by indi-
viduals with developmental disabilities 
and are accessible to individuals with 
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