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45 CFR Ch. XII (10–1–23 Edition) § 1232.13 

503 of the Act, the recipient may invite 

applicants for employment or volun-

teer service to indicate whether and to 

what extent they are handicapped: Pro-
vided, That: 

(1) The recipient states clearly on 

any written questionnaire used for this 

purpose or makes clear orally if no 

written questionnaire is used that the 

information requested is intended for 

use solely in connection with its reme-

dial action obligations or its voluntary 

or affirmative action efforts; and 

(2) The recipient states clearly that 

the information is being requested on a 

voluntary basis, that it will be kept 

confidential as provided in paragraph 

(d) of this section, that refusal to pro-

vide it will not subject the applicant or 

employee to any adverse treatment, 

and that it will be used only in accord-

ance with this part. 

(c) Nothing in this section shall pro-

hibit a recipient from conditioning an 

offer of employment or volunteer serv-

ice on the results of a medical exam-

ination conducted prior to the volun-

teer or employee’s entrance on duty. 

Provided, That: 

(1) All entering volunteers or employ-

ees are subjected to such an examina-

tion regardless of handicap, and 

(2) The results of such an examina-

tion are used only in accordance with 

the requirements of this part. 

(d) Information obtained in accord-

ance with this section as to the med-

ical condition or history of the appli-

cant shall be collected and maintained 

on separate forms that shall be ac-

corded confidentiality as medical 

records, except that: 

(1) Supervisors and managers may be 

informed regarding restrictions on the 

work or duties of handicapped persons 

and regarding necessary accommoda-

tions; 

(2) First aid and safety personnel 

may be informed, where appropriate, if 

the condition might require emergency 

treatment; and 

(3) Government officers investigating 

compliance with the Act shall be pro-

vided relevant information upon re-

quest. 

Subpart C—Accessibility 

§ 1232.13 General requirement con-
cerning accessibility. 

No qualified handicapped person 
shall, because a recipient’s facilities 
are inaccessible to or unusable by 
handicapped persons, be denied the 
benefits of, be excluded from participa-
tion in, or otherwise be subjected to 
discrimination under any program or 
activity that receives or benefits from 
federal financial assistance. 

[44 FR 31018, May 30, 1979] 

§ 1232.14 Existing facilities. 

(a) A recipient shall operate each 
program or activity to which this part 
applies so that when each part is 
viewed in its entirety it is readily ac-
cessible and usable by handicapped per-
sons. This paragraph does not require a 
recipient to make each of its existing 
facilities or every part of a facility ac-
cessible to and usable by handicapped 
persons. 

(b) A recipient is not required to 
make structural changes in existing fa-
cilities where other methods are effec-
tive in achieving compliance with this 
section. Where structural changes are 
necessary to comply with paragraph (a) 
of this section, such changes shall be 
made as soon as practicable, but in no 
event later than three years after the 
effective date of the regulation. 

(c) In the event that structural 
changes to facilities are necessary to 
meet the requirement of paragraph (a) 
of this section, a recipient shall de-
velop, within six months of the effec-
tive date of this part, a transition plan 
which sets forth in detail the steps nec-
essary to complete the changes, and a 
schedule for taking those steps. The 
plan shall be developed with the assist-
ance of interested persons, including 
handicapped persons or organizations 
representing handicapped persons. A 
copy of the plan shall be made avail-
able for public inspection. 

[44 FR 31018, May 30, 1979, as amended at 68 
FR 51388, Aug. 26, 2003] 

§ 1232.15 New construction. 

(a) Design, construction, and alteration. 
New facilities shall be designed and 
constructed to be readily accessible to 
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