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(f) The public, including people with 

disabilities and other stakeholders 

throughout the State, must have an 

opportunity to comment on the State 

plan prior to its submission to the Ad-

ministrator and on any revisions to the 

approved State plan. Meeting this 

standard for public input from individ-

uals with disabilities requires pro-

viding reasonable modifications in 

policies, practices, or procedures; effec-

tive communication and appropriate 

auxiliary aids and services for individ-

uals with disabilities, which may in-

clude the provision of qualified inter-

preters and information in alternate 

formats, free of charge. 

(1) The requirement for public input 

in this section may be met by holding 

public meetings before a preliminary 

draft State plan is prepared and by pro-

viding a preliminary draft State plan 

for comment prior to submission. 

(2) To meet the public input standard 

of this section, a public meeting re-

quires: 

(i) Accessible, appropriate and suffi-

cient notice provided at least 30 days 

prior to the public meeting through 

various media available to the general 

public, such as Web sites, newspapers 

and public service announcements, and 

through specific contacts with appro-

priate constituency groups. 

(ii) All notices, including notices 

published on a Web site, and other 

written materials provided at or prior 

to public meetings must be available 

upon request in accessible formats. 

(g) The State plan must identify 

those provisions that are State-im-

posed requirements. For purposes of 

this section, a State-imposed require-

ment includes any State law, regula-

tion, rule, or policy relating to the 

DSE’s administration or operation of 

IL programs under Title VII of the Act, 

including any rule or policy imple-

menting any Federal law, regulation, 

or guideline that is beyond what would 

be required to comply with the regula-

tions in this part. 

(h) The State plan must address how 

the specific requirements in the Act 

and in paragraph (f) of this section will 

be met. 

Subpart C—Centers for 
Independent Living Program 

§ 1329.20 Centers for Independent Liv-
ing (CIL) program. 

State allotments of Part C, funds 
shall be based on section 721(c) of the 
Act, and distributed to Centers within 
the State in accordance with the order 
of priorities in sections 722(e) and 723(e) 
of the Act. 

§ 1329.21 Continuation awards to enti-
ties eligible for assistance under 
the CIL program. 

(a) In any State in which the Admin-
istrator has approved the State plan 
required by section 704 of the Act, an 
eligible agency funded under Part C in 
fiscal year 2015 may receive a continu-
ation award in FY 2016 or a succeeding 
fiscal year if the Center has— 

(1) Complied during the previous 
project year with the standards and as-
surances in section 725 of the Act and 
the terms and conditions of its grant; 
and 

(2) Submitted an approvable annual 
performance report demonstrating that 
the Center meets the indicators of min-
imum compliance referenced in in 
§ 1329.5. 

(b) If an eligible agency administers 
more than one Part C grant, each of 
the Center grants must meet the re-
quirements of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion to receive a continuation award. 

(c) A designated State entity (DSE) 
that operated a Center in accordance 
with section 724(a) of the Act in fiscal 
year (FY) 2015 is eligible to continue 
receiving assistance under this part in 
FY 2016 or a succeeding fiscal year if, 
for the fiscal year for which assistance 
is sought— 

(1) No nonprofit private agency sub-
mits and obtains approval of an accept-
able application under section 722 or 
723 of the Act to operate a Center for 
that fiscal year before a date specified 
by the Administrator; or 

(2) After funding all applications so 
submitted and approved, the Adminis-
trator determines that funds remain 
available to provide that assistance. 

(d) A Center operated by the DSE 
under section 724(a) of the Act must 
comply with paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) 
of this section to receive continuation 
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funding, except for the requirement 
that the Center be a private nonprofit 
agency. 

(e) A designated State entity that ad-
ministered Part C funds and awarded 
grants directly to Centers within the 
State under section 723 of the Act in 
fiscal year (FY) 2015 is eligible to con-
tinue receiving assistance under sec-
tion 723 in FY 2016 or a succeeding fis-
cal year if the Administrator deter-
mines that the amount of State fund-
ing earmarked by the State to support 
the general operation of Centers during 
the preceding fiscal year equaled or ex-
ceeded the amount of federal funds al-
lotted to the State under section 721(c) 
of the Act for that fiscal year. 

(f) A DSE may apply to administer 
Part C funds under section 723 in the 
time and in the manner that the Ad-
ministrator may require, consistent 
with section 723(a)(1)(A) of the Act. 

(g) Grants awarded by the DSE under 
section 723 of the Act are subject to the 
requirements of paragraphs (a) and (b) 
of this section and the order of prior-
ities in section 723(e) of the Act, unless 
the DSE and the SILC jointly agree on 
another order of priorities. 

§ 1329.22 Competitive awards to new 
Centers for Independent Living. 

(a) Subject to the availability of 
funds and in accordance with the order 
of priorities in section 722(e) of the Act 
and the State Plan’s design for the 
statewide network of Centers, an eligi-
ble agency may receive Part C funding 
as a new Center for Independent Living 
in a State, if the eligible agency: 

(1) Submits to the Administrator an 
application at the time and manner re-
quired in the funding opportunity an-
nouncement (FOA) issued by the Ad-
ministrator which contains the infor-
mation and meets the selection cri-
teria established by the Administrator 
in accordance with section 722(d) of the 
Act; 

(2) Proposes to serve a geographic 
area that has been designated as a pri-
ority unserved or underserved in the 
State Plan for Independent Living and 
that is not served by an existing Part 
C-funded Center; and 

(3) Is determined by the Adminis-
trator to be the most qualified appli-
cant to serve the designated priority 

area consistent with the State plan 
setting forth the design of the State for 
establishing a statewide network of 
Centers for independent living. 

(b) An existing Part C-funded Center 
may apply to serve the designated 
unserved or underserved areas if it pro-
poses the establishment of a separate 
and complete Center (except that the 
governing board of the existing center 
may serve as the governing board of 
the new Center) at a different geo-
graphic location, consistent with the 
requirements in the FOA. 

(c) An eligible agency located in a 
bordering, contiguous State may be eli-
gible for a new CIL award if the Admin-
istrator determines, based on the sub-
mitted application, that the agency: 

(1) Is the most qualified applicant 
meeting the requirements in para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section; and 

(2) Has the expertise and resources 
necessary to serve individuals with sig-
nificant disabilities who reside in the 
bordering, contiguous State, in accord-
ance with the requirements of the Act 
and these regulations. 

(d) If there are insufficient funds 
under the State’s allotment to fund a 
new Center, the Administrator may— 

(1) Use the excess funds in the State 
to assist existing Centers consistent 
with the State plan; or 

(2) Reallot these funds in accordance 
with section 721(d) of the Act. 

§ 1329.23 Compliance reviews. 

(a) Centers receiving Part C funding 
shall be subject to periodic reviews, in-
cluding on-site reviews, in accordance 
with sections 706(c), 722(g), and 723(g) of 
the Act and guidance set forth by the 
Administrator, to verify compliance 
with the standards and assurances in 
section 725(b) and (c) of the Act and the 
grant terms and conditions. The Ad-
ministrator shall annually conduct re-
views of at least 15 percent of the Cen-
ters. 

(b) A copy of each review under this 
section shall be provided, in the case of 
section 723(g), by the director of the 
DSE to the Administrator and to the 
SILC, and in the case of section 722(g), 
by the Administrator to the SILC and 
the DSE. 
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§ 1329.24 Training and technical assist-
ance to Centers for Independent 
Living. 

The Administrator shall reserve be-

tween 1.8% and 2% of appropriated 

funds to provide training and technical 

assistance to Centers through grants, 

contracts or cooperative agreements, 

consistent with section 721(b) of the 

Act. The training and technical assist-

ance funds shall be administered in ac-

cordance with section 721(b) of the Act. 
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Subpart A—Disability, Inde-
pendent Living, and Rehabili-
tation Research Projects and 
Centers Program 

§ 1330.1 General. 

(a) The Disability, Independent Liv-
ing, and Rehabilitation Research 
Projects and Centers Program provides 
grants to establish and support: 

(1) The following Disability, Inde-
pendent Living, and Rehabilitation Re-
search and Related Projects: 

(i) Disability, Independent Living, 
and Rehabilitation Research Projects; 

(ii) Field-Initiated Projects; 
(iii) Advanced Rehabilitation Re-

search Training Projects; and 
(2) The following Disability, Inde-

pendent Living, and Rehabilitation Re-
search Centers: 

(i) Rehabilitation Research and 
Training Centers; 

(ii) Rehabilitation Engineering Re-
search Centers. 

(b) The purpose of the Disability, 
Independent Living, and Rehabilitation 
Research Projects and Centers Pro-
gram is to plan and conduct research, 
development, demonstration projects, 
training, dissemination, and related ac-
tivities, including international activi-
ties, to: 

(1) Develop methods, procedures, and 
rehabilitation technology, that maxi-
mize the full inclusion and integration 
into society, employment, education, 
independent living, family support, and 
economic and social self-sufficiency of 
individuals with disabilities, especially 
individuals with the most severe dis-
abilities; and 

(2) Improve the effectiveness of serv-
ices authorized under the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. 701 et seq. 

§ 1330.2 Eligibility for assistance and 
other regulations and guidance. 

(a) Unless otherwise stated in this 
part or in a determination by the 
NIDILRR Director, the following enti-
ties are eligible for an award under this 
program: 

(1) States. 
(2) Public or private agencies, includ-

ing for-profit agencies. 
(3) Public or private organizations, 

including for-profit organizations. 
(4) Institutions of higher education. 
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