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strategies and activities that promote 
successful transitions to kindergarten 
for children, their families, and the ele-
mentary school. 

(2) At a minimum, such strategies 
and activities must include: 

(i) Coordination with schools or other 
appropriate agencies to ensure chil-
dren’s relevant records are transferred 
to the school or next placement in 
which a child will enroll, consistent 
with privacy requirements in subpart C 
of part 1303 of this chapter; 

(ii) Communication between appro-
priate staff and their counterparts in 
the schools to facilitate continuity of 
learning and development, consistent 
with privacy requirements in subpart C 
of part 1303 of this chapter; and, 

(iii) Participation, as possible, for 
joint training and professional develop-
ment activities for Head Start and kin-
dergarten teachers and staff. 

(3) A program that does not operate 
during the summer must collaborate 
with school districts to determine the 
availability of summer school pro-
gramming for children who will be en-
tering kindergarten and work with par-
ents and school districts to enroll chil-
dren in such programs, as appropriate. 

(d) Learning environment activities. A 
program must implement strategies 
and activities in the learning environ-
ment that promote successful transi-
tions to kindergarten for enrolled chil-
dren, and at a minimum, include ap-
proaches that familiarize children with 
the transition to kindergarten and fos-
ter confidence about such transition. 

(e) Transition services for children with 
an IEP. A program must provide addi-
tional transition services for children 
with an IEP, at a minimum, as de-
scribed in subpart F of this part. 

§ 1302.72 Transitions between pro-
grams. 

(a) For families and children who 
move out of the community in which 
they are currently served, including 
homeless families and foster children, 
a program must undertake efforts to 
support effective transitions to other 
Early Head Start or Head Start pro-
grams. If Early Head Start or Head 
Start is not available, the program 
should assist the family to identify an-

other early childhood program that 
meets their needs. 

(b) A program that serves children 
whose families have decided to transi-
tion them to other early education pro-
grams, including public pre-kinder-
garten, in the year prior to kinder-
garten entry must undertake strate-
gies and activities described in 
§ 1302.71(b) and (c)(1) and (2), as prac-
ticable and appropriate. 

(c) A migrant or seasonal Head Start 
program must undertake efforts to sup-
port effective transitions to other mi-
grant or seasonal Head Start or, if ap-
propriate, Early Head Start or Head 
Start programs for families and chil-
dren moving out of the community in 
which they are currently served. 

Subpart H—Services to Enrolled 
Pregnant Women 

§ 1302.80 Enrolled pregnant women. 

(a) Within 30 days of enrollment, a 
program must determine whether each 
enrolled pregnant woman has an ongo-
ing source of continuous, accessible 
health care—provided by a health care 
professional that maintains her ongo-
ing health record and is not primarily 
a source of emergency or urgent care— 
and, as appropriate, health insurance 
coverage. 

(b) If an enrolled pregnant woman 
does not have a source of ongoing care 
as described in paragraph (a) of this 
section and, as appropriate, health in-
surance coverage, a program must, as 
quickly as possible, facilitate her ac-
cess to such a source of care that will 
meet her needs. 

(c) A program must facilitate the 
ability of all enrolled pregnant women 
to access comprehensive services 
through referrals that, at a minimum, 
include nutritional counseling, food as-
sistance, oral health care, mental 
health services, substance abuse pre-
vention and treatment, and emergency 
shelter or transitional housing in cases 
of domestic violence. 

(d) A program must provide a new-
born visit with each mother and baby 
to offer support and identify family 
needs. A program must schedule the 
newborn visit within two weeks after 
the infant’s birth. 
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§ 1302.81 Prenatal and postpartum in-
formation, education, and services. 

(a) A program must provide enrolled 
pregnant women, fathers, and partners 
or other relevant family members the 
prenatal and postpartum information, 
education and services that address, as 
appropriate, fetal development, the im-
portance of nutrition, the risks of alco-
hol, drugs, and smoking, labor and de-
livery, postpartum recovery, parental 
depression, infant care and safe sleep 
practices, and the benefits of 
breastfeeding. 

(b) A program must also address 
needs for appropriate supports for emo-
tional well-being, nurturing and re-
sponsive caregiving, and father engage-
ment during pregnancy and early child-
hood. 

§ 1302.82 Family partnership services 
for enrolled pregnant women. 

(a) A program must engage enrolled 
pregnant women and other relevant 
family members, such as fathers, in the 
family partnership services as de-
scribed in § 1302.52 and include a spe-
cific focus on factors that influence 
prenatal and postpartum maternal and 
infant health. 

(b) A program must engage enrolled 
pregnant women and other relevant 
family members, such as fathers, in 
discussions about program options, 
plan for the infant’s transition to pro-
gram enrollment, and support the fam-
ily during the transition process, where 
appropriate. 

Subpart I—Human Resources 
Management 

§ 1302.90 Personnel policies. 

(a) Establishing personnel policies and 
procedures. A program must establish 
written personnel policies and proce-
dures that are approved by the gov-
erning body and policy council or pol-
icy committee and that are available 
to all staff. 

(b) Background checks and selection 
procedures. (1) Before a person is hired, 
directly or through contract, including 
transportation staff and contractors, a 
program must conduct an interview, 
verify references, conduct a sex of-

fender registry check and obtain one of 

the following: 

(i) State or tribal criminal history 

records, including fingerprint checks; 

or, 

(ii) Federal Bureau of Investigation 

criminal history records, including fin-

gerprint checks. 

(2) A program has 90 days after an 

employee is hired to complete the 

background check process by obtain-

ing: 

(i) Whichever check listed in para-

graph (b)(1) of this section was not ob-

tained prior to the date of hire; and, 

(ii) Child abuse and neglect state reg-

istry check, if available. 

(3) A program must review the infor-

mation found in each employment ap-

plication and complete background 

check to assess the relevancy of any 
issue uncovered by the complete back-
ground check including any arrest, 
pending criminal charge, or conviction 
and must use Child Care and Develop-
ment Fund (CCDF) disqualification fac-
tors described in 42 U.S.C. 9858f(c)(1)(D) 
and 42 U.S.C. 9858f(h)(1) or tribal dis-
qualifications factors to determine 
whether the prospective employee can 
be hired or the current employee must 
be terminated. 

(4) A program must ensure a newly 
hired employee, consultant, or con-
tractor does not have unsupervised ac-
cess to children until the complete 
background check process described in 
paragraphs (b)(1) through (3) of this 
section is complete. 

(5) A program must conduct the com-
plete background check for each em-
ployee, consultant, or contractor at 
least once every five years which must 
include each of the four checks listed 
in paragraphs (b)(1) and (2) of this sec-
tion, and review and make employment 
decisions based on the information as 
described in paragraph (b)(3) of this 
section, unless the program can dem-
onstrate to the responsible HHS offi-
cial that it has a more stringent sys-
tem in place that will ensure child 
safety. 

(6) A program must consider current 
and former program parents for em-
ployment vacancies for which such par-
ents apply and are qualified. 
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