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(i) Its state or local QRIS accepts 
Head Start monitoring data to docu-
ment quality indicators included in the 
state’s tiered system; 

(ii) Participation would not impact a 
program’s ability to comply with the 
Head Start Program Performance 
Standards; and, 

(iii) The program has not provided 
the Office of Head Start with a compel-
ling reason not to comply with this re-
quirement. 

(3) Data systems. A program, with the 
exception of American Indian and Alas-
ka Native programs unless they would 
like to and to the extent practicable, 
should integrate and share relevant 
data with state education data sys-
tems, to the extent practicable, if the 
program can receive similar support 
and benefits as other participating 
early childhood programs. 

(4) American Indian and Alaska Native 
programs. An American Indian and 
Alaska Native program should deter-
mine whether or not it will participate 
in the systems described in paragraphs 
(b)(2) and (3) of this section. 

Subpart F—Additional Services for 
Children With Disabilities 

§ 1302.60 Full participation in program 
services and activities. 

A program must ensure enrolled chil-
dren with disabilities, including but 
not limited to those who are eligible 
for services under IDEA, and their fam-
ilies receive all applicable program 
services delivered in the least restric-
tive possible environment and that 
they fully participate in all program 
activities. 

§ 1302.61 Additional services for chil-
dren. 

(a) Additional services for children with 
disabilities. Programs must ensure the 
individualized needs of children with 
disabilities, including but not limited 
to those eligible for services under 
IDEA, are being met and all children 
have access to and can fully participate 
in the full range of activities and serv-
ices. Programs must provide any nec-
essary modifications to the environ-
ment, multiple and varied formats for 
instruction, and individualized accom-
modations and supports as necessary to 

support the full participation of chil-
dren with disabilities. Programs must 
ensure all individuals with disabilities 
are protected from discrimination 
under and provided with all services 
and program modifications required by 
section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
(29 U.S.C. 794), the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.), 
and their implementing regulations. 

(b) Services during IDEA eligibility de-
termination. While the local agency re-
sponsible for implementing IDEA de-
termines a child’s eligibility, a pro-
gram must provide individualized serv-
ices and supports, to the maximum ex-
tent possible, to meet the child’s needs. 
Such additional supports may be avail-
able through a child’s health insurance 
or it may be appropriate or required to 
provide the needed services and sup-
ports under section 504 of the Rehabili-
tation Act if the child satisfies the def-
inition of disability in section 705(9)(b) 
of the Rehabilitation Act. When such 
supports are not available through al-
ternate means, pending the evaluation 
results and eligibility determination, a 
program must individualize program 
services based on available information 
such as parent input and child observa-
tion and assessment data and may use 
program funds for these purposes. 

(c) Additional services for children with 
an IFSP or IEP. To ensure the indi-
vidual needs of children eligible for 
services under IDEA are met, a pro-
gram must: 

(1) Work closely with the local agen-
cy responsible for implementing IDEA, 
the family, and other service partners, 
as appropriate, to ensure: 

(i) Services for a child with disabil-
ities will be planned and delivered as 
required by their IFSP or IEP, as ap-
propriate; 

(ii) Children are working towards the 
goals in their IFSP or IEP; 

(iii) Elements of the IFSP or IEP 
that the program cannot implement 
are implemented by other appropriate 
agencies, related service providers and 
specialists; 

(iv) IFSPs and IEPs are being re-
viewed and revised, as required by 
IDEA; and, 

(v) Services are provided in a child’s 
regular Early Head Start or Head Start 
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classroom or family child care home to 
the greatest extent possible. 

(2) Plan and implement the transi-
tion services described in subpart G of 
this part, including at a minimum: 

(i) For children with an IFSP who are 
transitioning out of Early Head Start, 
collaborate with the parents, and the 
local agency responsible for imple-
menting IDEA, to ensure appropriate 
steps are undertaken in a timely and 
appropriate manner to determine the 
child’s eligibility for services under 
Part B of IDEA; and, 

(ii) For children with an IEP who are 
transitioning out of Head Start to kin-
dergarten, collaborate with the par-
ents, and the local agency responsible 
for implementing IDEA, to ensure 
steps are undertaken in a timely and 
appropriate manner to support the 
child and family as they transition to a 
new setting. 

§ 1302.62 Additional services for par-
ents. 

(a) Parents of all children with disabil-
ities. (1) A program must collaborate 
with parents of children with disabil-
ities, including but not limited to chil-
dren eligible for services under IDEA, 
to ensure the needs of their children 
are being met, including support to 
help parents become advocates for 
services that meet their children’s 
needs and information and skills to 
help parents understand their child’s 
disability and how to best support the 
child’s development; 

(2) A program must assist parents to 
access services and resources for their 
family, including securing adaptive 
equipment and devices and supports 
available through a child’s health in-
surance or other entities, creating 
linkages to family support programs, 
and helping parents establish eligi-
bility for additional support programs, 
as needed and practicable. 

(b) Parents of children eligible for serv-
ices under IDEA. For parents of chil-
dren eligible for services under IDEA, a 
program must also help parents: 

(1) Understand the referral, evalua-
tion, and service timelines required 
under IDEA; 

(2) Actively participate in the eligi-
bility process and IFSP or IEP develop-
ment process with the local agency re-

sponsible for implementing IDEA, in-
cluding by informing parents of their 
right to invite the program to partici-
pate in all meetings; 

(3) Understand the purposes and re-
sults of evaluations and services pro-
vided under an IFSP or IEP; and, 

(4) Ensure their children’s needs are 
accurately identified in, and addressed 
through, the IFSP or IEP. 

§ 1302.63 Coordination and collabora-
tion with the local agency respon-
sible for implementing IDEA. 

(a) A program must coordinate with 
the local agency responsible for imple-
menting IDEA to identify children en-
rolled or who intend to enroll in a pro-
gram that may be eligible for services 
under IDEA, including through the 
process described in § 1302.33(a)(3) and 
through participation in the local 
agency Child Find efforts. 

(b) A program must work to develop 
interagency agreements with the local 
agency responsible for implementing 
IDEA to improve service delivery to 
children eligible for services under 
IDEA, including the referral and eval-
uation process, service coordination, 
promotion of service provision in the 
least restrictive appropriate commu-
nity-based setting and reduction in 
dual enrollment which causes reduced 
time in a less restrictive setting, and 
transition services as children move 
from services provided under Part C of 
IDEA to services provided under Part B 
of IDEA and from preschool to kinder-
garten. 

(c) A program must participate in the 
development of the IFSP or IEP if re-
quested by the child’s parents, and the 
implementation of the IFSP or IEP. At 
a minimum, the program must offer: 

(1) To provide relevant information 
from its screenings, assessments, and 
observations to the team developing a 
child’s IFSP or IEP; and, 

(2) To participate in meetings with 
the local agency responsible for imple-
menting IDEA to develop or review an 
IEP or IFSP for a child being consid-
ered for Head Start enrollment, a cur-
rently enrolled child, or a child 
transitioning from a program. 

(d) A program must retain a copy of 
the IEP or IFSP for any child enrolled 
in Head Start for the time the child is 
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in the program, consistent with the 
IDEA requirements in 34 CFR parts 300 
and 303. 

Subpart G—Transition Services 

§ 1302.70 Transitions from Early Head 
Start. 

(a) Implementing transition strategies 
and practices. An Early Head Start pro-
gram must implement strategies and 
practices to support successful transi-
tions for children and their families 
transitioning out of Early Head Start. 

(b) Timing for transitions. To ensure 
the most appropriate placement and 
service following participation in Early 
Head Start, such programs must, at 
least six months prior to each child’s 
third birthday, implement transition 
planning for each child and family 
that: 

(1) Takes into account the child’s de-
velopmental level and health and dis-
ability status, progress made by the 
child and family while in Early Head 
Start, current and changing family cir-
cumstances and, the availability of 
Head Start, other public pre-kinder-
garten, and other early education and 
child development services in the com-
munity that will meet the needs of the 
child and family; and, 

(2) Transitions the child into Head 
Start or another program as soon as 
possible after the child’s third birthday 
but permits the child to remain in 
Early Head Start for a limited number 
of additional months following the 
child’s third birthday if necessary for 
an appropriate transition. 

(c) Family collaborations. A program 
must collaborate with parents of Early 
Head Start children to implement 
strategies and activities that support 
successful transitions from Early Head 
Start and, at a minimum, provide in-
formation about the child’s progress 
during the program year and provide 
strategies for parents to continue their 
involvement in and advocacy for the 
education and development of their 
child. 

(d) Early Head Start and Head Start 
collaboration. Early Head Start and 
Head Start programs must work to-
gether to maximize enrollment transi-
tions from Early Head Start to Head 
Start, consistent with the eligibility 

provisions in subpart A, and promote 
successful transitions through collabo-
ration and communication. 

(e) Transition services for children with 
an IFSP. A program must provide addi-
tional transition services for children 
with an IFSP, at a minimum, as de-
scribed in subpart F of this part. 

§ 1302.71 Transitions from Head Start 
to kindergarten. 

(a) Implementing transition strategies 
and practices. A program that serves 
children who will enter kindergarten in 
the following year must implement 
transition strategies to support a suc-
cessful transition to kindergarten. 

(b) Family collaborations for transi-
tions. (1) A program must collaborate 
with parents of enrolled children to im-
plement strategies and activities that 
will help parents advocate for and pro-
mote successful transitions to kinder-
garten for their children, including 
their continued involvement in the 
education and development of their 
child. 

(2) At a minimum, such strategies 
and activities must: 

(i) Help parents understand their 
child’s progress during Head Start; 

(ii) Help parents understand practices 
they use to effectively provide aca-
demic and social support for their chil-
dren during their transition to kinder-
garten and foster their continued in-
volvement in the education of their 
child; 

(iii) Prepare parents to exercise their 
rights and responsibilities concerning 
the education of their children in the 
elementary school setting, including 
services and supports available to chil-
dren with disabilities and various op-
tions for their child to participate in 
language instruction educational pro-
grams; and, 

(iv) Assist parents in the ongoing 
communication with teachers and 
other school personnel so that parents 
can participate in decisions related to 
their children’s education. 

(c) Community collaborations for transi-
tions. (1) A program must collaborate 
with local education agencies to sup-
port family engagement under section 
642(b)(13) of the Act and state depart-
ments of education, as appropriate, and 
kindergarten teachers to implement 
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