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charge allowance or provider’s reason-
able cost allowance for CY 2001, multi-
plied by the statutory inflation factor 
for ambulance services. 

(b) 2003 Payment. For services fur-
nished in CY 2003, payment is based on 
60 percent of the reasonable charge or 
reasonable cost, as applicable, plus 40 
percent of the ambulance fee schedule 
amount. The reasonable charge and 
reasonable cost portion in CY 2003 is 
equal to the supplier’s reasonable 
charge or provider’s reasonable cost for 
CY 2002, multiplied by the statutory in-
flation factor for ambulance services. 

(c) 2004 Payment. For services fur-
nished in CY 2004, payment is based on 
40 percent of the reasonable charge or 
reasonable cost, as applicable, plus 60 
percent of the ambulance fee schedule 
amount. The reasonable charge and 
reasonable cost portion in CY 2004 is 
equal to the supplier’s reasonable 
charge or provider’s reasonable cost for 
CY 2003, multiplied by the statutory in-
flation factor for ambulance services. 

(d) 2005 Payment. For services fur-
nished in CY 2005, payment is based on 
20 percent of the reasonable charge or 
reasonable cost, as applicable, plus 80 
percent of the ambulance fee schedule 
amount. The reasonable charge and 
reasonable cost portion in CY 2005 is 
equal to the supplier’s reasonable 
charge or provider’s reasonable cost for 
CY 2004, multiplied by the statutory in-
flation factor for ambulance services. 

(e) 2006 and Beyond Payment. For 
services furnished in CY 2006 and there-
after, the payment is based solely on 
the ambulance fee schedule amount. 

(f) Updates. The portion of the transi-
tion payment that is based on the ex-
isting payment methodology (that is, 
the non-fee-schedule portion) is up-
dated annually for inflation by a factor 
equal to the percentage increase in the 
CPI-U (U.S. city average) for the 12- 
month period ending with June of the 
previous year. The CY 2002 inflation 
update factor used to update the 2001 
payment amounts is applied to the 
annualized (average) payment amounts 
for CY 2001. For the period January 1, 
2001 through June 30, 2001, the inflation 
update factor is 2.7 percent. For the pe-
riod July 1, 2001 through December 31, 
2001, the inflation update factor is 4.7 
percent. The average for the year is 3.7 

percent. Thus, the annualized (average) 
CY 2001 payment amounts used to de-
rive the CY 2002 payment amounts are 
equivalent to the CY 2001 payment 
amounts that would have been deter-
mined had the inflation update factor 
for the entire CY 2001 been 3.7 percent. 
Both portions of the transition pay-
ment (that is, the portion that is based 
on reasonable charge or reasonable 
cost and the portion that is based on 
the ambulance fee schedule) are up-
dated annually for inflation by the in-
flation factor described in § 414.610(f). 

(g) Exception. There will be no blend-
ed payment allowance as described in 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) of this 
section for ground mileage in those 
States where the Medicare carrier paid 
separately for all out-of-county ground 
ambulance mileage, but did not, before 
the implementation of the Medicare 
ambulance fee schedule, make a sepa-
rate payment for any ground ambu-
lance mileage within the county in 
which the beneficiary was transported. 
Payment for ground ambulance mile-
age in that State will be made based on 
the full ambulance fee schedule 
amount for ground mileage. This ex-
ception applies only to carrier-proc-
essed claims and only in those States 
in which the carrier paid separately for 
out-of-county ambulance mileage, but 
did not make separate payment for any 
in-county mileage throughout the en-
tire State. 

§ 414.617 Transition from regional to 
national ambulance fee schedule. 

For services furnished during the pe-
riod July 1, 2004 through December 31, 
2009, the amount for the ground ambu-
lance base rate is subject to a floor 
amount determined by establishing 
nine fee schedules based on each of the 
nine census divisions using the same 
methodology as used to establish the 
national fee schedule. If the regional 
fee schedule methodology for a given 
census division results in an amount 
that is less than or equal to the na-
tional ground base rate, then it is not 
used, and the national FS amount ap-
plies. If the regional fee schedule meth-
odology for a given census division re-
sults in an amount that is greater than 
the national ground base rate, then the 
FS portion of the base rate for that 
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census division is equal to a blend of 
the national rate and the regional rate 
in accordance with the following sched-
ule: 

Time period Regional 
percent 

National 
percent 

7/1/04–12/31/04 ................................. 80 20 
CY 2005 ............................................ 60 40 
CY 2006 ............................................ 40 60 
CY 2007–CY 2009 ............................ 20 80 
CY 2010 and thereafter ..................... 0 100 

[69 FR 40292, July 1, 2004] 

§ 414.620 Publication of the ambulance 
fee schedule. 

(a) Changes in payment rates result-
ing from incorporation of the annual 
inflation factor and the productivity 
adjustment as described in § 414.610(f) 
will be announced by CMS by instruc-
tion and on the CMS Web site. 

(b) CMS will follow applicable rule-
making procedures in publishing revi-
sions to the fee schedule for ambulance 
services that result from any factors 
other than those described in 
§ 414.610(f). 

[75 FR 73626, Nov. 29, 2010] 

§ 414.625 Limitation on review. 

There will be no administrative or ju-
dicial review under section 1869 of the 
Act or otherwise of the amounts estab-
lished under the fee schedule for ambu-
lance services, including the following: 

(a) Establishing mechanisms to con-
trol increases in expenditures for am-
bulance services. 

(b) Establishing definitions for ambu-
lance services that link payments to 
the type of services provided. 

(c) Considering appropriate regional 
and operational differences. 

(d) Considering adjustments to pay-
ment rates to account for inflation and 
other relevant factors. 

(e) Phasing in the application of the 
payment rates under the fee schedule 
in an efficient and fair manner. 

§ 414.626 Data reporting by ground 
ambulance organizations. 

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this 
section, the following definitions 
apply: 

Data collection period means, with re-
spect to a year, the 12-month period 

that reflects the ground ambulance or-
ganization’s annual accounting period. 

Data reporting period means, with re-
spect to a year, the 5-month period 
that begins the day after the last day 
of the ground ambulance organization’s 
data collection period. 

For a year means one of the calendar 
years from 2020 through 2024. 

Medicare Ground Ambulance Data Col-
lection Instrument means the single sur-
vey-based data collection instrument 
that can be accessed by sampled ambu-
lance organizations under this section 
via a secure web-based system for re-
porting data under this section. 

(b) Data collection and submission re-
quirement. Except as provided in para-
graph (d) of this section, a ground am-
bulance organization selected by CMS 
under paragraph (c) of this section 
must do the following: 

(1) Within 30 days of the date that 
CMS notifies a ground ambulance orga-
nization under paragraph (c)(3) of this 
section that it has selected the ground 
ambulance organization to report data 
under this section, the ground ambu-
lance organization must select a data 
collection period that corresponds with 
its annual accounting period and pro-
vide the start date of that data collec-
tion period to CMS or its contractor. 

(2) Collect during its selected data 
collection period the data necessary to 
complete the Medicare Ground Ambu-
lance Data Collection Instrument. 

(3) Submit to CMS a completed Medi-
care Ground Ambulance Data Collec-
tion Instrument during the data re-
porting period that corresponds to the 
ground ambulance organization’s se-
lected data collection period. 

(c) Representative sample. (1) Random 
sample. For purposes of the data collec-
tion described in paragraph (b) of this 
section, and for a year, CMS will select 
a random sample of 25 percent of eligi-
ble ground ambulance organizations 
that is stratified based on: 

(i) Provider versus supplier status 
and ownership (for-profit, non-profit, 
and government); 

(ii) Service area population density 
(transports originating in primarily 
urban, rural, and super rural zip codes); 
and 

(iii) Medicare-billed transport vol-
ume categories. 
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