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Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior § 172.1 

§ 171.610 Can I arrange an Incentive 
Agreement if I want to farm idle 
lands? 

We may approve an Incentive Agree-
ment if: 

(a) You request one in writing at 
least 90 days prior to the beginning of 
the irrigation season that includes a 
detailed plan to improve the idle lands, 
which contains at least the following: 

(1) A description of specific improve-
ments you will make, such as clearing, 
leveling, or other activities that will 
improve idle lands to a condition that 
supports authorized use of delivered 
water; 

(2) The estimated cost of the im-
provements you will make; 

(3) The time schedule for your pro-
posed improvements; 

(4) Your proposed schedule for water 
delivery, if necessary; and 

(5) Justification for use of irrigation 
water during the improvement period. 

(b) You sign our Incentive Agreement 
containing terms and conditions we 
specify. 

§ 171.615 Can I request improvements 
to BIA facilities as part of my In-
centive Agreement? 

Yes. You may request and we may 
agree to make improvements as part of 
your Incentive Agreement that we de-
termine are in the best interest of the 
irrigation facility servicing your farm 
unit. 

Subpart G—Non-Assessment 
Status 

§ 171.700 When do I not have to pay 
my annual operation and mainte-
nance assessment? 

You do not have to pay your annual 
operation and maintenance assessment 
for your land(s) within the service area 
of your irrigation facility when: 

(a) We grant you an Annual Assess-
ment Waiver; or 

(b) We grant you an Incentive Agree-
ment which may include waiving your 
annual operation and maintenance as-
sessment; or 

(c) Your land is re-designated as per-
manently non-assessable or tempo-
rarily non-assessable. 

§ 171.705 What criteria must be met for 
my land to be granted an Annual 
Assessment Waiver? 

For your land to be granted an An-
nual Assessment Waiver, we must de-
termine that our irrigation facilities 
are not capable of delivering adequate 
irrigation water to your farm unit. In-
adequate water supply due to natural 
conditions or climate is not justifica-
tion for us to grant an Annual Assess-
ment Waiver. 

§ 171.710 Can I receive irrigation 
water if I am granted an Annual As-
sessment Waiver? 

No. Water will not be delivered in 
any quantity to your farm unit if you 
have been granted an Annual Assess-
ment Waiver. 

§ 171.715 How do I obtain an Annual 
Assessment Waiver? 

For your land to be granted an An-
nual Assessment Waiver, you must: 

(a) Send us a request in writing to 
have your land granted an Annual As-
sessment Waiver; 

(b) Submit your request prior to the 
bill due date for the year for which you 
are requesting the Annual Assessment 
Waiver; and 

(c) Receive our approval in writing. 

§ 171.720 For what period does an An-
nual Assessment Waiver apply? 

Annual Assessment Waivers are only 
valid for the year in which they are 
granted. To obtain an Annual Assess-
ment Waiver for a subsequent year, 
you must reapply. 

PART 172—PUEBLO INDIAN LANDS 
BENEFITED BY IRRIGATION AND 
DRAINAGE WORKS OF MIDDLE 
RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY 
DISTRICT, NEW MEXICO 

AUTHORITY: 45 Stat. 312. 

§ 172.1 Acreage designated. 
Pursuant to the provisions of the act 

of March 13, 1928 (45 Stat. 312) the con-
tract executed between the Middle Rio 
Grande Conservancy District of New 
Mexico and the United States under 
date of December 14, 1928, the official 
plan approved pursuant thereto, as 
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