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(l) Leased department means an ar-
rangement whereby a retailer licenses 
or otherwise permits a seller to con-
duct ≤business from the retailer’s loca-
tion where the seller purchases no 
goods, services, or commodities di-
rectly or indirectly from the retailer, a 
person the retailer requires the seller 
to do business with, or a retailer-affil-
iate if the retailer advises the seller to 
do business with the affiliate. 

(m) Parent means an entity that con-
trols another entity directly, or indi-
rectly through one or more subsidi-
aries. 

(n) Person means any individual, 
group, association, limited or general 
partnership, corporation, or any other 
entity. 

(o) Plain English means the organiza-
tion of information and language usage 
understandable by a person unfamiliar 
with the franchise business. It incor-
porates short sentences; definite, con-
crete, everyday language; active voice; 
and tabular presentation of informa-
tion, where possible. It avoids legal jar-
gon, highly technical business terms, 
and multiple negatives. 

(p) Predecessor means a person from 
whom the franchisor acquired, directly 
or indirectly, the major portion of the 
franchisor’s assets. 

(q) Principal business address means 
the street address of a person’s home 
office in the United States. A principal 
business address cannot be a post office 
box or private mail drop. 

(r) Prospective franchisee means any 
person (including any agent, represent-
ative, or employee) who approaches or 
is approached by a franchise seller to 
discuss the possible establishment of a 
franchise relationship. 

(s) Required payment means all con-
sideration that the franchisee must 
pay to the franchisor or an affiliate, ei-
ther by contract or by practical neces-
sity, as a condition of obtaining or 
commencing operation of the fran-
chise. A required payment does not in-
clude payments for the purchase of rea-
sonable amounts of inventory at bona 
fide wholesale prices for resale or lease. 

(t) Sale of a franchise includes an 
agreement whereby a person obtains a 
franchise from a franchise seller for 
value by purchase, license, or other-
wise. It does not include extending or 

renewing an existing franchise agree-
ment where there has been no interrup-
tion in the franchisee’s operation of 
the business, unless the new agreement 
contains terms and conditions that dif-
fer materially from the original agree-
ment. It also does not include the 
transfer of a franchise by an existing 
franchisee where the franchisor has 
had no significant involvement with 
the prospective transferee. A 
franchisor’s approval or disapproval of 
a transfer alone is not deemed to be 
significant involvement. 

(u) Signature means a person’s affirm-
ative step to authenticate his or her 
identity. It includes a person’s hand-
written signature, as well as a person’s 
use of security codes, passwords, elec-
tronic signatures, and similar devices 
to authenticate his or her identity. 

(v) Trademark includes trademarks, 
service marks, names, logos, and other 
commercial symbols. 

(w) Written or in writing means any 
document or information in printed 
form or in any form capable of being 
preserved in tangible form and read. It 
includes: type-set, word processed, or 
handwritten document; information on 
computer disk or CD-ROM; information 
sent via email; or information posted 
on the Internet. It does not include 
mere oral statements. 

Subpart B—Franchisors’ 
Obligations 

§ 436.2 Obligation to furnish docu-
ments. 

In connection with the offer or sale 
of a franchise to be located in the 
United States of America or its terri-
tories, unless the transaction is ex-
empted under subpart E of this part, it 
is an unfair or deceptive act or practice 
in violation of Section 5 of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act: 

(a) For any franchisor to fail to fur-
nish a prospective franchisee with a 
copy of the franchisor’s current disclo-
sure document, as described in sub-
parts C and D of this part, at least 14 
calendar-days before the prospective 
franchisee signs a binding agreement 
with, or makes any payment to, the 
franchisor or an affiliate in connection 
with the proposed franchise sale. 
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(b) For any franchisor to alter unilat-
erally and materially the terms and 
conditions of the basic franchise agree-
ment or any related agreements at-
tached to the disclosure document 
without furnishing the prospective 
franchisee with a copy of each revised 
agreement at least seven calendar-days 
before the prospective franchisee signs 
the revised agreement. Changes to an 
agreement that arise out of negotia-
tions initiated by the prospective 
franchisee do not trigger this seven 
calendar-day period. 

(c) For purposes of paragraphs (a) and 
(b) of this section, the franchisor has 
furnished the documents by the re-
quired date if: 

(1) A copy of the document was hand- 
delivered, faxed, emailed, or otherwise 
delivered to the prospective franchisee 
by the required date; 

(2) Directions for accessing the docu-
ment on the Internet were provided to 
the prospective franchisee by the re-
quired date; or 

(3) A paper or tangible electronic 
copy (for example, computer disk or 
CD-ROM) was sent to the address speci-
fied by the prospective franchisee by 
first-class United States mail at least 
three calendar days before the required 
date. 

Subpart C—Contents of a 
Disclosure Document 

§ 436.3 Cover page. 
Begin the disclosure document with a 

cover page, in the order and form as 
follows: 

(a) The title ‘‘FRANCHISE DISCLO-
SURE DOCUMENT’’ in capital letters 
and bold type. 

(b) The franchisor’s name, type of 
business organization, principal busi-
ness address, telephone number, and, if 
applicable, email address and primary 
home page address. 

(c) A sample of the primary business 
trademark that the franchisee will use 
in its business. 

(d) A brief description of the fran-
chised business. 

(e) The following statements: 
(1) The total investment necessary to 

begin operation of a [franchise system 
name] franchise is [the total amount of 
Item 7 (§ 436.5(g))]. This includes [the 

total amount in Item 5 (§ 436.5(e))] that 
must be paid to the franchisor or affil-
iate. 

(2) This disclosure document summa-
rizes certain provisions of your fran-
chise agreement and other information 
in plain English. Read this disclosure 
document and all accompanying agree-
ments carefully. You must receive this 
disclosure document at least 14 cal-
endar-days before you sign a binding 
agreement with, or make any payment 
to, the franchisor or an affiliate in con-
nection with the proposed franchise 
sale. [The following sentence in bold 
type] NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT NO GOVERN-
MENTAL AGENCY HAS VERIFIED THE IN-
FORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCU-
MENT. 

(3) The terms of your contract will 
govern your franchise relationship. 
Don’t rely on the disclosure document 
alone to understand your contract. 
Read all of your contract carefully. 
Show your contract and this disclosure 
document to an advisor, like a lawyer 
or an accountant. 

(4) Buying a franchise is a complex 
investment. The information in this 
disclosure document can help you 
make up your mind. More information 
on franchising, such as ‘‘A Consumer’s 
Guide to Buying a Franchise,’’ which can 
help you understand how to use this 
disclosure document, is available from 
the Federal Trade Commission. You 
can contact the FTC at 1-877-FTC- 
HELP or by writing to the FTC at 600 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20580. You can also visit 
the FTC’s home page at www.ftc.gov for 
additional information. Call your state 
agency or visit your public library for 
other sources of information on fran-
chising. 

(5) There may also be laws on fran-
chising in your state. Ask your state 
agencies about them. 

(6) [The issuance date]. 
(f) A franchisor may include the fol-

lowing statement between the state-
ments set out at paragraphs (e)(2) and 
(3) of this section: ‘‘You may wish to 
receive your disclosure document in 
another format that is more conven-
ient for you. To discuss the availability 
of disclosures in different formats, con-
tact [name or office] at [address] and 
[telephone number].’’ 
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