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1 The number ‘‘1234567’’ is given as an ex-
ample only. The number on the export cer-
tificate will correspond to the printed num-
ber on the export certificate. 

(e)(1) When authorized by inspection 
personnel, establishments must mark 
the outside container of any inspected 
and passed egg products destined for 
export, the securely enclosed pallet 
within the consignment, or closed 
means of conveyance transporting the 
consignment, with a mark that con-
tains a unique identifier that links the 
consignment to the export certificate 
or an official mark with the following 
form: 1 

(2) Ship stores, small quantities ex-
clusively for the personal use of the 
consignee and not for sale or distribu-
tion, and shipments by and for the U.S. 
Armed Forces, are exempt from the re-
quirements of this section. 

(f) Exporters may request inspection 
personnel to issue certificates for ex-
port consignments of product of offi-
cial establishments not under their su-
pervision, provided the consignments 
are first identified as having been 
‘‘U.S. inspected and passed,’’ are found 
to be neither adulterated nor mis-
branded, and are marked as required by 
paragraph (e) of this section. 

[81 FR 42235, June 29, 2016] 

IDENTIFYING AND MARKING PRODUCT 

§ 590.410 Egg products required to be 
labeled. 

(a)(1) Packaged egg products that re-
quire special handling to maintain 
their wholesome condition must have 
the statement ‘‘Keep Refrigerated,’’ 
‘‘Keep Frozen,’’ ‘‘Perishable Keep 
Under Refrigeration,’’ or such similar 
statement prominently displayed on 
the principal display panel. 

(2) Egg products that are distributed 
frozen and thawed prior to or during 

display for sale at retail must bear the 
statement ‘‘Keep Frozen’’ on the ship-
ping container. Consumer-sized con-
tainers for such egg products must bear 
the statement ‘‘Previously Handled 
Frozen for Your Protection, Refreeze 
or Keep Refrigerated.’’ 

(3) The labels of packages of egg 
products produced from shell eggs that 
have been treated with ionizing radi-
ation must reflect that treatment in 
the ingredient statement on the fin-
ished product labeling. 

(b) Containers, portable tanks, and 
bulk shipments of edible egg products 
produced in official plants must be la-
beled in accordance with §§ 590.411 
through 590.415 and must bear the offi-
cial identification shown in Figure 1 of 
§ 590.413. 

(c) Bulk shipments of unpasteurized 
egg products and microbial pathogen- 
positive egg products produced in offi-
cial plants must bear a label con-
taining the words ‘‘date of loading,’’ 
followed by a suitable space in which 
the date the container, tanker truck, 
or portable tank is loaded must be in-
serted. The label must be conspicu-
ously located and printed and affixed 
on material that cannot be detached or 
effaced due to exposure to weather. Be-
fore the truck or tank is removed from 
the place where it is unloaded, the car-
rier must remove or obliterate the 
label. Such shipments must also bear 
the official identification shown in Fig-
ure 2 of § 590.415. 

[85 FR 68676, Oct. 29, 2020] 

§ 590.411 Label approval. 

(a) All official plants, including offi-
cial plants certified under a foreign in-
spection system in accordance with 
§ 590.910, must comply with the require-
ments contained in § 412.1 of this chap-
ter, except as otherwise provided in 
this part. 

(b) For the purposes of § 412.1 of this 
chapter, an official establishment or 
establishment certified under a foreign 
inspection system includes an official 
plant. 

(c) Labels, containers, or packaging 
materials of egg products must show 
the following information, as applica-
ble, on the principal display panel (ex-
cept as otherwise permitted in this 
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part), in accordance with the require-
ments of this part, or if applicable, 21 
CFR 101.17(h): 

(1) A statement showing by the com-
mon or usual names, if any, of the 
kinds of ingredients comprising the 
product. Formulas are to be expressed 
in terms of a liquid product except for 
product that is dry-blended. Also, for 
product to be dried, the label may show 
the ingredients in order of descending 
proportions by weight in the dried 
form. However, the formula submitted 
must include the percentage of ingredi-
ents in both liquid and dried form. If 
the product is comprised of two or 
more ingredients, such ingredients 
must be listed in the order of descend-
ing proportions by weight in the form 
in which the product is to be marketed 
(sold), except that ingredients in dried 
product (other than dry blended) may 
be listed in either liquid or dried form. 
When water (excluding that used to re-
constitute dehydrated ingredients back 
to their normal composition) is added 
to a liquid or frozen egg product or to 
an ingredient of such products (in ex-
cess of the normal water content of 
that ingredient), the total amount of 
water added, including the water con-
tent of any cellulose or vegetable gums 
used, must be expressed as a percent-
age of the total product weight in the 
ingredient statement on the label; 

(2) The name, address and zip code of 
the distributor; qualified by such terms 
as ‘‘distributed by,’’ or ‘‘distributors’’; 

(3) The lot number or an alternative 
code indicating the date of production, 
in accordance with § 590.200(a); 

(4) The net contents; 
(5) An official inspection symbol and 

the number of the official plant in 
which the product was processed under 
inspection as set forth in § 590.413; 

(6) Egg products processed from edi-
ble eggs of turkeys, ducks, geese, or 
guineas must be clearly and distinctly 
labeled with the common or usual 
name of the product and indicating the 
type of eggs or egg products used in the 
product, e.g., ‘‘Frozen whole turkey 
eggs,’’ ‘‘Frozen whole chicken and tur-
key eggs.’’ Egg products labeled with-
out qualifying words as to the type of 
egg used in the product must be pro-
duced only from the edible egg of the 
domesticated chicken. 

(7) Egg products which are produced 
in an official plant from edible shell 
eggs of other than current production 
or from other egg products of shell eggs 
of other than current product must be 
clearly and distinctly labeled in close 
proximity to the common or usual 
name of the product, e.g., Manufac-
tured from eggs of other than current 
production.’’ 

(d) Liquid or frozen egg products 
identified as whole eggs and processed 
in other than natural proportions as 
broken from the shell must have a 
total egg solids content of 24.20 percent 
or greater. 

(e) Nutrition information may be in-
cluded on labels used to identify egg 
products, providing such labeling com-
plies with the provisions of 21 CFR part 
101, promulgated under the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the 
Fair Packaging and Labeling Act. 
Since these regulations have different 
requirements for consumer-packaged 
products than for bulk packaged egg 
products not for sale or distribution to 
household consumers, label submission 
must be accompanied with information 
indicating whether the label covers 
consumer packaged or bulk packaged 
products. Nutrition labeling is required 
when nutrients, such as proteins, vita-
mins, and minerals are added to the 
product, or when a nutritional claim or 
information is presented on the label-
ing, except for the following, which are 
exempt from nutrition labeling re-
quirements: 

(1) Egg products shipped in bulk form 
for use solely in the manufacture of 
other food and not for distribution to 
household consumers in such bulk form 
or containers. 

(2) Products containing an added vi-
tamin, mineral, or protein, or for 
which a nutritional claim is made on 
the label, or in advertising, which is 
supplied for institutional food use only, 
provided that the manufacturer or dis-
tributor provides the required nutri-
tion information directly to those in-
stitutions. 

(3) Any nutrients included in the 
product solely for technological pur-
poses may be declared solely in the in-
gredients statement, without com-
plying with nutrition labeling, if the 
nutrient(s) is otherwise not referred to 
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76 The number ‘‘42’’ is given as an example 
only. The plant number of the official plant 
where the product was inspected must be 
shown on each label. 

in labeling or in advertising. All labels 
showing nutrition information or 
claims are subject to review by the 
Food and Drug Administration prior to 
approval by the Department. 

(f)(1) No label, container, or pack-
aging material may contain any state-
ment that is false or misleading. If the 
Administrator has reason to believe 
that a statement or formulation shows 
that an egg product is adulterated or 
misbranded, or that any labeling, in-
cluding the size or form of any con-
tainer in use or proposed for use, with 
respect to eggs or egg products, is false 
or misleading in any way, the Adminis-
trator may direct that such use be 
withdrawn unless the labeling or con-
tainer is modified in such a manner as 
the Administrator may prescribe so 
that it will not be false or misleading, 
or the formulation of the product is al-
tered in such a manner as the Adminis-
trator may prescribe so that it is not 
adulterated or would not cause mis-
branding. 

(2) If the Administrator directs that 
the use of any label, container, or 
packaging material be withdrawn be-
cause it contains any statement that is 
false or misleading, an opportunity for 
a hearing will be provided in accord-
ance with § 500.8(c) of this chapter. 

[85 FR 68676, Oct. 29, 2020] 

§ 590.412 Approval of generic labels. 
(a) All official plants, including offi-

cial plants certified under a foreign in-
spection system in accordance with 
§ 590.910, may comply with the require-
ments in § 412.2 of this chapter. 

(b) For the purposes of § 412.2 of this 
chapter, an official establishment or 
establishment certified under a foreign 
inspection system includes an official 
plant. 

[85 FR 68677, Oct. 29, 2020] 

§ 590.413 Form of official identification 
symbol and inspection mark. 

The shield set forth in Figure 1 of 
this section containing the letters 
‘‘USDA’’ must be the official identi-
fication symbol used in connection 
with egg products to denote that the 
official plant receives official inspec-
tion service. The inspection mark used 
on containers of edible egg products is 
set forth in Figure 1 of this section, ex-
cept that the plant number may be pre-
ceded by the letter ‘‘G’’ in lieu of the 
word plant. The plant number may also 
be omitted from the official mark if ap-
plied on the container’s principal dis-
play panel or other prominent location 
and preceded by the letter ‘‘G.’’ 76 
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