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and refer such actions to the Depart-
ment of Justice through the General 
Counsel; 

(ii) Determine, with the concurrence 
of the General Counsel, which actions 
are to be referred to the General Coun-
sel for the conduct of litigation and 
refer such actions; and 

(iii) Enter into contracts with pri-
vate sector attorneys for the conduct 
of litigation, with the concurrence of 
the General Counsel, after determining 
that the attorneys will provide com-
petent and cost effective representa-
tion for the Rural Housing Service and 
representation by the attorney will ei-
ther accelerate the process by which a 
family or person eligible for assistance 
under section 502 of the Housing Act of 
1949 will be able to purchase and oc-
cupy the housing involved, or preserve 
the quality of the housing involved. 

(7) In coordination with the Office of 
Tribal Relations, provide technical as-
sistance to improve access by Tribal 
entities to rural development programs 
funded by the Department of Agri-
culture through available cooperative 
agreement authorities (7 U.S.C. 2671). 

(8) Administer responsibilities and 
function assigned under the Defense 
Production Act of 1950, as amended (50 
U.S.C. App. 2061 et seq.) and title VI of 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 
and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5195 et seq.), relating to rural 
housing and community development 
credit and financial assistance. 

(9) In consultation with the Depart-
ment of Justice, Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development, and Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, admin-
ister the emergency and transitional 
pet shelter and housing assistance 
grant program (34 U.S.C. 20127). 

(10) [Reserved] 
(11) Administer the Rural Fire-

fighters and Emergency Personnel 
Grant program (7 U.S.C. 2655). 

(12) Implement the information dis-
closure authorities of section 
1619(b)(3)(A) of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
8791(b)(3)(A)). 

(13) In coordination with the Direc-
tor, Office of Advocacy and Outreach, 
issue receipts under section 2501A(e) of 
the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, 

and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 2279– 
1(e)). 

(b) Reservation. The following author-
ity is reserved to the Under Secretary 
for Rural Development: Making and 
issuing notes to the Secretary of the 
Treasury for the purposes the Rural 
Development Insurance Fund as au-
thorized by the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 
1929(a)) and the Rural Housing Insur-
ance Fund as authorized by title V of 
the Housing Act of 1949 (41 U.S.C. 1487). 

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 66 
FR 16593, Mar. 27, 2001; 68 FR 27444, May 20, 
2003; 74 FR 3408, Jan. 21, 2009; 75 FR 43380, 
July 23, 2010; 78 FR 40938, July 9, 2013; 79 FR 
44114, July 30, 2014; 85 FR 65516, Oct. 15, 2020] 

Subpart H—Delegations of Author-
ity by the Under Secretary for 
Food Safety 

§ 2.51 Deputy Under Secretary for 
Food Safety. 

Pursuant to § 2.18, and subject to pol-
icy guidance and direction by the 
Under Secretary, the following delega-
tion of authority is made by the Under 
Secretary for Food Safety to the Dep-
uty Under Secretary for Food Safety, 
to be exercised only during the absence 
or unavailability of the Under Sec-
retary: Perform all the duties and exer-
cise all the powers which are now or 
which may hereafter be delegated to 
the Under Secretary for Food Safety: 
Provided, that this authority shall be 
exercised first by a career Deputy 
Under Secretary in the order in which 
he or she has taken office as Deputy 
Under Secretary, and second by a non- 
career Deputy Under Secretary in the 
order in which he or she has taken of-
fice as Deputy Under Secretary. 

[80 FR 58338, Sept. 29, 2015] 

§ 2.53 Administrator, Food Safety and 
Inspection Service. 

(a) Delegations. Pursuant to § 2.18, the 
following delegations of authority are 
made by the Under Secretary for Food 
Safety to the Administrator, Food 
Safety and Inspection Service: 

(1) Exercise the functions of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture contained in the 
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946, as 
amended (7 U.S.C. 1621–1627), relating 
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to voluntary inspection of poultry and 
edible products thereof; voluntary in-
spection and certification of technical 
animal fat; certified products for dogs, 
cats and other carnivora; voluntary in-
spection of rabbits and edible products 
thereof; and voluntary inspection and 
certification of edible meat and other 
products. 

(2) Exercise the functions of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture contained in the 
following legislation: 

(i) Poultry Products Inspection Act, 
as amended (21 U.S.C. 451–470, 472); 

(ii) Federal Meat Inspection Act, as 
amended, and related legislation, ex-
cluding so much of section 18 as per-
tains to issuance of certificates of con-
dition of live animals intended and of-
fered for export (21 U.S.C. 601–613, 615– 
624, 641–645, 661, 671–680, 683, 691–692, 694– 
695); 

(iii) Egg Products Inspection Act, ex-
cept for the shell egg surveillance pro-
gram, voluntary laboratory analyses of 
egg products, and the voluntary egg 
grading program (21 U.S.C. 1031–1056); 

(iv) Talmadge-Aiken Act (7 U.S.C. 
450) with respect to cooperation with 
States in administration of the Federal 
Meat Inspection Act and the Poultry 
Products Inspection Act; 

(v) Humane Slaughter Act (7 U.S.C. 
1901–1906); and 

(vi) Defense Production Act of 1950, 
as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2061 et seq.), 
and title VI of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5195 et seq.), relat-
ing to wholesomeness of meat and 
poultry and products thereof and in-
spection of egg and egg products. 

(3) With respect to land and facilities 
under his or her authority, exercise the 
functions delegated to the Secretary by 
Executive Order 12580, 3 CFR, 1987 
Comp., p. 193, under the following pro-
visions of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980 (‘‘the Act’’), as 
amended: 

(i) Sections 104 (a), (b), and (c)(4) of 
the Act (42 U.S.C. 9604 (a), (b), and 
(c)(4)), with respect to removal and re-
medial actions in the event of release 
or threatened release of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant 
into the environment; 

(ii) Sections 104(e)–(h) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 9604(e)–(h)), with respect to in-
formation gathering and access re-
quests and orders; compliance with 
Federal health and safety standards 
and wage and labor standards applica-
ble to covered work; and emergency 
procurement powers; 

(iii) Section 104(i)(11) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 9604(i)(11)), with respect to the 
reduction of exposure to significant 
risk to human health; 

(iv) Section 104(j) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 9604(j)), with respect to the ac-
quisition of real property and interests 
in real property required to conduct a 
remedial action; 

(v) The first two sentences of section 
105(d) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 9605(d)), 
with respect to petitions for prelimi-
nary assessment of a release or threat-
ened release; 

(vi) Section 105(f) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 9605(f)), with respect to consider-
ation of the availability of qualified 
minority firms in awarding contracts, 
but excluding that portion of section 
105(f) pertaining to the annual report 
to Congress; 

(vii) Section 109 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
9609), with respect to the assessment of 
civil penalties for violations of section 
122 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 9622), and the 
granting of awards to individuals pro-
viding information; 

(viii) Section 111(f) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 9611(f)), with respect to the des-
ignation of officials who may obligate 
money in the Hazardous Substances 
Superfund; 

(ix) Section 113(k) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 9613(k)), with respect to estab-
lishing an administrative record upon 
which to base the selection of a re-
sponse action and identifying and noti-
fying potentially responsible parties; 

(x) Section 116(a) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
9616(a)), with respect to preliminary as-
sessment and site inspection of facili-
ties; 

(xi) Sections 117 (a) and (c) of the Act 
(42 U.S.C. 9617 (a) and (c)), with respect 
to public participation in the prepara-
tion of any plan for remedial action 
and explanation of variances from the 
final remedial action plan for any re-
medial action or enforcement action, 
including any settlement or consent 
decree entered into; 
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(xii) Section 119 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
9119), with respect to indemnifying re-
sponse action contractors; 

(xiii) Section 121 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
9621), with respect to cleanup stand-
ards; and 

(xiv) Section 122 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
9622), with respect to settlements, but 
excluding section 122(b)(1) of the Act 
(42 U.S.C. 9622(b)(1)), related to mixed 
funding agreements. 

(4) With respect to facilities and ac-
tivities under his or her authority, to 
exercise the authority of the Secretary 
of Agriculture pursuant to section 1– 
102 related to compliance with applica-
ble pollution control standards and sec-
tion 1–601 of Executive Order 12088, 3 
CFR, 1978 Comp., p. 243, to enter into 
an inter-agency agreement with the 
United States Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, or an administrative con-
sent order or a consent judgment in an 
appropriate State, interstate, or local 
agency, containing a plan and schedule 
to achieve and maintain compliance 
with applicable pollution control 
standards established pursuant to the 
following: 

(i) Solid Waste Disposal Act, as 
amended by the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act, as further amended 
by the Hazardous and Solid Waste 
Amendments, and the Federal Facility 
Compliance Act (42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.); 

(ii) Federal Water Pollution Preven-
tion and Control Act, as amended (33 
U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); 

(iii) Safe Drinking Water Act, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.); 

(iv) Clean Air Act, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 7401 et seq.); 

(v) Noise Control Act of 1972, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 4901 et seq.); 

(vi) Toxic Substances Control Act, as 
amended (15 U.S.C. 2601 et seq.); 

(vii) Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, 
and Rodenticide Act, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 136 et seq.); and 

(viii) Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act of 1980, as amended by the Super-
fund Amendments and Reauthorization 
Act of 1986 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.). 

(5) Administer the National Labora-
tory Accreditation Program (7 U.S.C. 
138–138i) with respect to laboratories 
accredited only for pesticide residue 
analysis in meat and poultry products. 

(6) Administer and conduct a food 
safety research program (7 U.S.C. 427). 

(7) Coordinate with the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service the ad-
ministration of programs relating to 
human pathogen reduction (such as sal-
monella enteritidis) pursuant to section 
2 of the Act of February 2, 1903, as 
amended (21 U.S.C. 111), and sections 4 
and 5 of the Act of May 29, 1884, as 
amended (21 U.S.C. 120). 

(8) Enter into contracts, grants, or 
cooperative agreements to further re-
search programs in the agricultural 
sciences (7 U.S.C. 3318). 

(9) Conduct an education program re-
garding the availability and safety of 
processes and treatments that elimi-
nate or substantially reduce the level 
of pathogens on meat, meat food prod-
ucts, poultry, and poultry products (21 
U.S.C. 679b). 

(b) [Reserved] 

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 68 
FR 27444, May 20, 2003; 74 FR 3408, Jan. 21, 
2009] 

Subpart I—Delegations of Author-
ity by the Under Secretary for 
Food, Nutrition, and Con-
sumer Services 

§ 2.55 Deputy Under Secretary for 
Food, Nutrition, and Consumer 
Services. 

Pursuant to § 2.19(a), subject to res-
ervations in § 2.19(b), and subject to 
policy guidance and direction by the 
Under Secretary, the following delega-
tion of authority is made by the Under 
Secretary for Food, Nutrition, and 
Consumer Services to the Deputy 
Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition 
and Consumer Services, to be exercised 
only during the absence or unavail-
ability of the Under Secretary: Per-
form all the duties and exercise all the 
powers which are now or which may 
hereafter be delegated to the Under 
Secretary for Food, Nutrition, and 
Consumer Services. 

§ 2.57 Administrator, Food and Nutri-
tion Service. 

(a) Delegations. Pursuant to 
§ 2.19(a)(1), (a)(2) and (a)(5), subject to 
reservations in § 2.91(b), the following 
delegations of authority are made by 
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