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(j) Multiple qualifying legal processes 
relating to the same TSP account and 
received by the TSP will be processed 
as follows: 

(1) If the legal processes make awards 
to the same payee or payees and do not 
indicate that the awards are cumu-
lative, the TSP will only honor the 
legal process bearing the latest effec-
tive date. 

(2) If the legal processes relate to dif-
ferent payees, the legal process will be 
honored: 

(i) In the order of their receipt by the 
TSP, if received by the TSP on dif-
ferent days; or 

(ii) In the order of their effective 
dates, if received by the TSP on the 
same day. 

[68 FR 35510, June 13, 2003, as amended at 71 
FR 50320, Aug. 25, 2006; 72 FR 51354, Sept. 7, 
2007] 

§ 1653.14 Calculating entitlements. 

A qualifying legal process can only 
require the payment of a specified dol-
lar amount from the TSP. Payment 
pursuant to a qualifying legal process 
will be calculated in accordance with 
§ 1653.4(a), (d), (f) and (g). 

§ 1653.15 Payment. 

Payment pursuant to a qualifying 
legal process will be made in accord-
ance with § 1653.5. 

Subpart C—Child Abuse Court 
Orders 

§ 1653.21 Definitions. 

(a) Definitions generally applicable 
to the Thrift Savings Plan are set forth 
at 5 CFR 1690.1. 

(b) As used in this subpart: 
Child means an individual less than 

18 years of age. 
Judgment against a participant for 

physically, sexually, or emotionally abus-
ing a child means any legal claim per-
fected through a final enforceable judg-
ment which is based in whole or in part 
upon the physical, sexual, or emotional 
abuse of a child, whether or not that 
abuse is accompanied by other action-
able wrongdoing, such as sexual exploi-
tation or gross negligence. 

§ 1653.22 Purpose. 

Under 5 U.S.C. 8437(e)(3) and 
8467(a)(2), the TSP will honor a court 
order or other similar process in the 
nature of a garnishment that is 
brought to enforce a judgment against 
a participant for physically, sexually, 
or emotionally abusing a child. 

§ 1653.23 Processing and payment. 

To the maximum extent consistent 
with sections 8437(e)(3) and 8467(a)(2), 
child abuse court orders will be proc-
essed by the TSP under the procedures 
described in subparts A and B of this 
part. 

Subpart D—Process for the En-
forcement of a Participant’s 
Legal Obligation To Pay a 
Federal Tax Levy or Criminal 
Restitution Order 

SOURCE: 79 FR 53604, Sept. 10, 2014, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1653.31 Definitions. 

(a) Definitions generally applicable 
to the Thrift Savings Plan are set forth 
at 5 CFR 1690.1. 

(b) As used in this subpart: 
Criminal restitution order means a 

complete copy of a judgment in a 
criminal case issued by a federal court 
ordering restitution for a crime under 
18 U.S.C. 3663A. 

Enforcement letter means a letter re-
ceived from the Department of Justice 
requesting a payment from a partici-
pant’s TSP account to enforce a crimi-
nal restitution order. 

[79 FR 53604, Sept. 10, 2014, as amended at 80 
FR 52605, Sept. 1, 2015] 

§ 1653.32 Qualifying Federal tax levy. 

(a) The TSP will only honor the 
terms of a tax levy that is qualifying 
under paragraph (b) of this section. 

(b) A tax levy must meet each of the 
following requirements to be consid-
ered qualifying: 

(1) The Internal Revenue Service 
issued the levy. 

(2) The levy includes a signature cer-
tifying that it attaches to a retirement 
plan. 
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