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IV. ACCIDENT INVESTIGATIONS 

All accidents that result in injury to work-
ers, regardless of their nature, shall be inves-
tigated and reported. It is an integral part of 
any safety program that documentation take 
place as soon as possible so that the cause 
and means of prevention can be identified to 
prevent a reoccurrence. 

In the event that an employee falls or 
there is some other related, serious incident 
occurring, this plan shall be reviewed to de-
termine if additional practices, procedures, 
or training need to be implemented to pre-
vent similar types of falls or incidents from 
occurring. 

V. CHANGES TO PLAN 

Any changes to the plan will be approved 
by (name of the qualified person). This plan 
shall be reviewed by a qualified person as the 
job progresses to determine if additional 
practices, procedures or training needs to be 
implemented by the competent person to im-
prove or provide additional fall protection. 
Workers shall be notified and trained, if nec-
essary, in the new procedures. A copy of this 
plan and all approved changes shall be main-
tained at the jobsite. 

[59 FR 40730, Aug. 9, 1994] 

Subpart N—Helicopters, Hoists, 
Elevators, and Conveyors 

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 3701; 29 U.S.C. 653, 655, 
657; Secretary of Labor’s Order Nos. 12–71 (36 
FR 8754), 8–76 (41 FR 25059), 9–83 (49 FR 35736), 
5–2007 (72 FR 31159), or 1–2012 (77 FR 3912), as 
applicable; and 29 CFR 1911. 

§ 1926.550 [Reserved] 

§ 1926.551 Helicopters. 

(a) Helicopter regulations. Helicopter 
cranes shall be expected to comply 
with any applicable regulations of the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 

(b) Briefing. Prior to each day’s oper-
ation a briefing shall be conducted. 
This briefing shall set forth the plan of 
operation for the pilot and ground per-
sonnel. 

(c) Slings and tag lines. Load shall be 
properly slung. Tag lines shall be of a 
length that will not permit their being 
drawn up into rotors. Pressed sleeve, 
swedged eyes, or equivalent means 
shall be used for all freely suspended 
loads to prevent hand splices from 
spinning open or cable clamps from 
loosening. 

(d) Cargo hooks. All electrically oper-
ated cargo hooks shall have the elec-
trical activating device so designed and 
installed as to prevent inadvertent op-
eration. In addition, these cargo hooks 
shall be equipped with an emergency 
mechanical control for releasing the 
load. The hooks shall be tested prior to 
each day’s operation to determine that 
the release functions properly, both 
electrically and mechanically. 

(e) Personal protective equipment. (1) 
Personal protective equipment for em-
ployees receiving the load shall consist 
of complete eye protection and hard 
hats secured by chinstraps. 

(2) Loose-fitting clothing likely to 
flap in the downwash, and thus be 
snagged on hoist line, shall not be 
worn. 

(f) Loose gear and objects. Every prac-
tical precaution shall be taken to pro-
vide for the protection of the employ-
ees from flying objects in the rotor 
downwash. All loose gear within 100 
feet of the place of lifting the load, de-
positing the load, and all other areas 
susceptible to rotor downwash shall be 
secured or removed. 

(g) Housekeeping. Good housekeeping 
shall be maintained in all helicopter 
loading and unloading areas. 

(h) Operator responsibility. The heli-
copter operator shall be responsible for 
size, weight, and manner in which 
loads are connected to the helicopter. 
If, for any reason, the helicopter oper-
ator believes the lift cannot be made 
safely, the lift shall not be made. 

(i) Hooking and unhooking loads. When 
employees are required to perform 
work under hovering craft, a safe 
means of access shall be provided for 
employees to reach the hoist line hook 
and engage or disengage cargo slings. 
Employees shall not perform work 
under hovering craft except when nec-
essary to hook or unhook loads. 

(j) Static charge. Static charge on the 
suspended load shall be dissipated with 
a grounding device before ground per-
sonnel touch the suspended load, or 
protective rubber gloves shall be worn 
by all ground personnel touching the 
suspended load. 

(k) Weight limitation. The weight of an 
external load shall not exceed the man-
ufacturer’s rating. 
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