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(j) Fail to disclose to SBA whether 
the loan will: 

(1) Reduce the exposure of a Partici-
pant or an Associate of a Participant 
in a position to sustain a loss; 

(2) Directly or indirectly finance the 
purchase of real estate, personal prop-
erty or services (including insurance) 
from the Participant or an Associate of 
the Participant; 

(3) Repay or refinance a debt due a 
Participant or an Associate of a Partic-
ipant; or 

(4) Require the small business, or an 
Associate (including Close Relatives of 
Associates), to invest in the Partici-
pant (except for institutions which re-
quire an investment from all members 
as a condition of membership, such as 
a Production Credit Association); 

(k) Issue a real estate forward com-
mitment to a builder or developer; or 

(l) Engage in any activity which 
taints its objective judgment in evalu-
ating the loan. 

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 68 
FR 57980, Oct. 7, 2003] 

CREDIT CRITERIA FOR SBA LOANS 

§ 120.150 What are SBA’s lending cri-
teria? 

The applicant (including an Oper-
ating Company) must be creditworthy. 
Loans must be so sound as to reason-
ably assure repayment. SBA will con-
sider: 

(a) Character, reputation, and credit 
history of the applicant (and the Oper-
ating Company, if applicable), its Asso-
ciates, and guarantors; 

(b) Experience and depth of manage-
ment; 

(c) Strength of the business; 
(d) Past earnings, projected cash 

flow, and future prospects; 
(e) Ability to repay the loan with 

earnings from the business; 
(f) Sufficient invested equity to oper-

ate on a sound financial basis; 
(g) Potential for long-term success; 
(h) Nature and value of collateral (al-

though inadequate collateral will not 
be the sole reason for denial of a loan 
request); and 

(i) The effect any affiliates (as de-
fined in part 121 of this chapter) may 
have on the ultimate repayment abil-
ity of the applicant. 

§ 120.151 What is the statutory limit 
for total loans to a Borrower? 

The aggregate amount of the SBA 
portions of all loans to a single Bor-
rower, including the Borrower’s affili-
ates as defined in § 121.301(f) of this 
chapter, must not exceed a guaranty 
amount of $3,750,000, except as other-
wise authorized by statute for a spe-
cific program. The maximum loan 
amount for any one 7(a) loan is 
$5,000,000. The amount of any loan re-
ceived by an Eligible Passive Company 
applies to the loan limit of both the El-
igible Passive Company and the Oper-
ating Company. 

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 68 
FR 51680, Aug. 28, 2003; 76 FR 63546, Oct. 12, 
2011; 81 FR 41428, June 27, 2016] 

§ 120.160 Loan conditions. 

The following requirements are nor-
mally required by SBA for all business 
loans: 

(a) Personal guarantees. Holders of at 
least a 20 percent ownership interest 
generally must guarantee the loan. 
When deemed necessary for credit or 
other reasons, SBA or, for a loan proc-
essed under an SBA Lender’s delegated 
authority, the SBA Lender, may re-
quire other appropriate individuals or 
entities to provide full or limited guar-
antees of the loan without regard to 
the percentage of their ownership in-
terests, if any. 

(b) Appraisals. SBA may require pro-
fessional appraisals of the applicant’s 
and principals’ assets, a survey, or a 
feasibility study. 

(c) Hazard Insurance. SBA requires 
hazard insurance on all collateral. 

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 82 
FR 39502, Aug. 21, 2017] 

REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED UNDER OTHER 
LAWS AND ORDERS 

§ 120.170 Flood insurance. 

Under the Flood Disaster Protection 
Act of 1973 (Sec. 205(b) of Pub. L. 93–234; 
87 Stat. 983 (42 U.S.C. 4000 et seq.)), a 
loan recipient must obtain flood insur-
ance if any building (including mobile 
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