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Federal Communications Commission § 27.75 

Federal and non-Federal AMT receiver 
sites may be obtained from AFTRCC at 
Post Office Box 12822 Wichita, KS 
67277–2822, (316) 946–8826, or successor 
frequency coordinators of AFTRCC. 
Such coordination agreement shall pro-
vide protection to existing AMT re-
ceiver stations consistent with Inter-
national Telecommunication Union 
(ITU) Recommendation ITU–R M.1459, 
‘‘Protection criteria for telemetry sys-
tems in the aeronautical mobile serv-
ice and mitigation techniques to facili-
tate sharing with geostationary broad-
casting-satellite and mobile-satellite 
services in the frequency bands 1 452–1 
525 MHz and 2 310–2 360 MHz May 2000 
edition,’’ adopted May 2000, as adjusted 
using generally accepted engineering 
practices and standards to take into 
account the local conditions and oper-
ating characteristics of the applicable 
AMT and WCS facilities. This ITU doc-
ument is incorporated by reference in 
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 
CFR part 51 and approved by the Direc-
tor of Federal Register. Copies of the 
recommendation may be obtained from 
ITU, Place des Nations, 1211 Geneva 20, 
Switzerland, or online at http:// 
www.itu.int/en/publications/Pages/de-
fault.aspx. You may inspect a copy at 
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion’s Reference Information Center, 
located at the address of the FCC’s 
main office indicated in 47 CFR 0.401(a), 
Tel: (202) 418–0270, or at the National 
Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA). 

(b) WCS licensees operating base and 
fixed stations in the 2305–2320 MHz 
band must, prior to operation of such 
stations, achieve a mutually satisfac-
tory coordination agreement with the 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA) within 145 kilo-
meters of the Goldstone, CA earth sta-
tion site (35°25′33″ N, 116°53′23″ W). 

(c) After base or fixed station oper-
ations commence, upon receipt of a 
complaint of harmful interference, the 
WCS licensee(s) receiving the com-
plaint, no matter the distance from the 
NASA Goldstone, CA earth station or 
from an AMT site, operating in the 
2305–2320 or 2345–2360 MHz bands, re-
spectively, shall take all practicable 
steps to immediately eliminate the in-
terference. 

(d) Duty to cooperate. WCS licensees, 
AFTRCC, and NASA must cooperate in 
good faith in the coordination and de-
ployment of new facilities. WCS licens-
ees must also cooperate in good faith 
in the selection and use of new station 
sites and new frequencies when within 
radio line of site of AMT receiver fa-
cilities to reduce the risk of harmful 
interference and make the most effec-
tive use of the authorized facilities. Li-
censees of stations suffering or causing 
harmful interference must cooperate in 
good faith and resolve such problems 
by mutually satisfactory arrange-
ments. If the licensees are unable to do 
so, the Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau, in consultation with the Office 
of Engineering and Technology and the 
National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration may impose 
restrictions including specifying the 
transmitter power, antenna height, or 
area or hours of operation of the sta-
tions. 

[75 FR 45072, Aug. 2, 2010, as amended at 78 
FR 9622, Feb. 11, 2013; 85 FR 64407, Oct. 13, 
2020] 

§ 27.75 Basic interoperability require-
ment. 

(a)(1) Mobile and portable stations 
that operate on any portion of fre-
quencies in the paired 1755–1780 MHz 
and 2155–2180 MHz band must be capa-
ble of operating on all frequencies in 
the paired 1710–1780 MHz and 2110–2180 
MHz band, using the same air inter-
faces that the equipment utilizes on 
any frequencies in the paired 1710–1780 
MHz and 2110–2180 MHz band. 

(2) Mobile and portable stations that 
operate on any portion of frequencies 
in the 600 MHz band must be capable of 
operating on all frequencies in the 600 
MHz band using the same air interfaces 
that the equipment utilizes on any fre-
quencies in the 600 MHz band. 

(3) Mobile and portable stations that 
operate on any portion of frequencies 
in the 3700–3980 MHz band must be ca-
pable of operating on all frequencies in 
the 3700–3980 MHz band using the same 
air interfaces that the equipment uti-
lizes on any frequencies in the 3700–3980 
MHz band. 

(4) Mobile and portable stations that 
operate on any portion of frequencies 
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47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–21 Edition) § 27.77 

in the 3450–3550 MHz band must be ca-
pable of operating on all frequencies in 
the 3450–3550 MHz band using the same 
air interfaces that the equipment uti-
lizes on any frequencies in the 3450–3550 
MHz band. 

(b) The basic interoperability re-
quirement in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion does not require a licensee to use 
any particular industry standard. De-
vices may also contain functions that 
are not operational in U.S. Territories. 

[79 FR 32413, June 4, 2014, as amended at 79 
FR 48539, Aug. 15, 2014; 85 FR 22882, Apr. 23, 
2020; 86 FR 17954, Apr. 7, 2021] 

§ 27.77 Restriction on mobile and port-
able equipment in the 1695–1710 
MHz and 1755–1780 MHz bands. 

Mobile and portable stations in the 
1695–1710 MHz and 1755–1780 MHz bands 
may operate only when under the con-
trol of a base station. Base stations 
that enable mobile or portable equip-
ment to operate in the 1695–1710 MHz 
and 1755–1780 MHz band are subject to 
prior coordination requirements. See 
§ 27.1134 (Protection of Federal Govern-
ment operations). 

[79 FR 32413, June 4, 2014] 

Subpart D—Competitive Bidding 
Procedures for the 2305–2320 
MHz and 2345–2360 MHz 
Bands 

§ 27.201 WCS in the 2305–2320 MHz 
and 2345–2360 MHz bands subject to 
competitive bidding. 

Mutually exclusive initial applica-
tions for WCS licenses in the 2305–2320 
MHz and 2345–2360 MHz bands are sub-
ject to competitive bidding. The gen-
eral competitive bidding procedures set 
forth in part 1, subpart Q of this chap-
ter will apply unless otherwise pro-
vided in this subpart. 

[67 FR 45373, July 9, 2002] 

§§ 27.202–27.208 [Reserved] 

§ 27.209 Designated entities; bidding 
credits; unjust enrichment. 

(a) Designated entities entitled to 
preferences in the WCS in the 2305–2320 
and 2345–2360 bands auction are small 
businesses and very small businesses as 
defined in § 27.110(b). Designated enti-

ties will be eligible for bidding credits, 
as defined in paragraphs (b) and (c) of 
this section. 

(b) A winning bidder that qualifies as 
a small business may use a bidding cred-
it of 25 percent to lower the cost of its 
winning bid. 

(c) A winning bidder that qualifies as 
a very small business may use a bidding 
credit of 35 percent to lower the cost of 
its winning bid. 

[62 FR 9658, Mar. 3, 1997, as amended at 63 FR 
2349, Jan. 15, 1998; 65 FR 57268, Sept. 21, 2000; 
67 FR 45373, July 9, 2002] 

§ 27.210 Definitions. 
(a) Scope. The definitions in this sec-

tion apply to § 27.209, unless otherwise 
specified in those sections. 

(b) Small and very small business. (1) A 
small business is an entity that, to-
gether with its affiliates and control-
ling interests, has average annual gross 
revenues that are not more than $40 
million for the preceding three years. 

(2) A very small business is an entity 
that, together with its affiliates and 
controlling interests, has average an-
nual gross revenues that are not more 
than $15 million for the preceding three 
years. 

[67 FR 45373, July 9, 2002, as amended at 68 
FR 43000, July 21, 2003] 

Subpart E—Application, Licensing, 
and Processing Rules for WCS 

§ 27.301 [Reserved] 

§ 27.302 Eligibility. 
(a) General. Authorizations will be 

granted upon proper application if: 
(1) The applicant is qualified under 

the applicable laws and the regula-
tions, policies and decisions issued 
under those laws, including § 27.12; 

(2) There are frequencies available to 
provide satisfactory service; and 

(3) The public interest, convenience 
or necessity would be served by a 
grant. 

(b) Alien Ownership. A WCS author-
ization may not be granted to or held 
by an entity not meeting the require-
ments of section 310 of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. 
section 310 insofar as applicable to the 
particular service in question. 
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