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assessments imposed on an employer
pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 4980H as a result
of the employer’s failure to offer to its
full-time employees (and their depend-
ents) the opportunity to enroll in min-
imum essential coverage under an eli-
gible employer-sponsored plan are not
allowable expenses under Federal
awards from an HHS awarding agency.

[86 FR 2278, Jan. 12, 2021]

Subpart F—Audit Requirements
GENERAL

§75.500 Purpose.

This part sets forth standards for ob-
taining consistency and uniformity
among HHS agencies for the audit of
non-Federal entities expending Federal
awards.

AUDITS

§75.501 Audit requirements.

(a) Audit required. A non-Federal enti-
ty that expends $750,000 or more during
the non-Federal entity’s fiscal year in
Federal awards must have a single or
program-specific audit conducted for
that year in accordance with the provi-
sions of this part.

(b) Single audit. A non-Federal entity
that expends $750,000 or more during
the non-Federal entity’s fiscal year in
Federal awards must have a single
audit conducted in accordance with
§75.5614 except when it elects to have a
program-specific audit conducted in ac-
cordance with paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion.

(c) Program-specific audit election.
When an auditee expends Federal
awards under only one Federal pro-
gram (excluding R&D) and the Federal
program’s statutes, regulations, or the
terms and conditions of the Federal
award do not require a financial state-
ment audit of the auditee, the auditee
may elect to have a program-specific
audit conducted in accordance with
§75.5607. A program-specific audit may
not be elected for R&D unless all of the
Federal awards expended were received
from the same Federal agency, or the
same Federal agency and the same
pass-through entity, and that Federal
agency, or pass-through entity in the

§75.501

case of a subrecipient, approves in ad-
vance a program-specific audit.

(d) Exemption when Federal awards ex-
pended are less than $750,000. A non-Fed-
eral entity that expends less than
$750,000 during the non-Federal entity’s
fiscal year in Federal awards is exempt
from Federal audit requirements for
that year, except as noted in §75.503,
but records must be available for re-
view or audit by appropriate officials
of the Federal agency, pass-through en-
tity, and Government Accountability
Office (GAO).

(e) Federally Funded Research and De-
velopment Centers (FFRDC). Manage-
ment of an auditee that owns or oper-
ates a FFRDC may elect to treat the
FFRDC as a separate entity for pur-
poses of this part.

(f) Subrecipients and contractors. An
auditee may simultaneously be a re-
cipient, a subrecipient, and a con-
tractor. Federal awards expended as a
recipient or a subrecipient are subject
to audit under this part. The payments
received for goods or services provided
as a contractor are not Federal awards.
Section 75.351 sets forth the consider-
ations in determining whether pay-
ments constitute a Federal award or a
payment for goods or services provided
as a contractor.

(g) Compliance responsibility for con-
tractors. In most cases, the auditee’s
compliance responsibility for contrac-
tors is only to ensure that the procure-
ment, receipt, and payment for goods
and services comply with Federal stat-
utes, regulations, and the terms and
conditions of Federal awards. Federal
award compliance requirements nor-
mally do not pass through to contrac-
tors. However, the auditee is respon-
sible for ensuring compliance for pro-
curement transactions which are struc-
tured such that the contractor is re-
sponsible for program compliance or
the contractor’s records must be re-
viewed to determine program compli-
ance. Also, when these procurement
transactions relate to a major pro-
gram, the scope of the audit must in-
clude determining whether these trans-
actions are in compliance with Federal
statutes, regulations, and the terms
and conditions of Federal awards.
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(h) For-profit subrecipient. Since this
part does not apply to for-profit sub-
recipients, the pass-through entity is
responsible for establishing require-
ments, as necessary, to ensure compli-
ance by for-profit subrecipients. The
agreement with the for-profit sub-
recipient must describe applicable
compliance requirements and the for-
profit subrecipient’s compliance re-
sponsibility. Methods to ensure compli-
ance for Federal awards made to for-
profit subrecipients may include pre-
award audits, monitoring during the
agreement, and post-award audits. See
also §75.352.

(i) Recipients and subrecipients that
are commercial organizations (includ-
ing for-profit hospitals) have two op-
tions regarding audits:

(1) A financial related audit (as de-
fined in the Government Auditing
Standards, GPO Stock #020-000-00-265—
4) of a particular award in accordance
with Government Auditing Standards,
in those cases where the recipient re-
ceives awards under only one HHS pro-
gram; or, if awards are received under
multiple HHS programs, a financial re-
lated audit of all HHS awards in ac-
cordance with Government Auditing
Standards; or

(2) An audit that meets the require-
ments contained in this subpart.

(j) Commercial organizations that re-
ceive annual HHS awards totaling less
than $750,000 are exempt from require-
ments for a non-Federal audit for that
year, but records must be available for
review by appropriate officials of Fed-
eral agencies.

(k) See also §75.216.

[79 FR 75889, Dec. 19, 2014, as amended at 81
FR 3018, Jan. 20, 2016]

§75.502 Basis for determining Federal
awards expended.

(a) Determining Federal awards ex-
pended. The determination of when a
Federal award is expended must be
based on when the activity related to
the Federal award occurs. Generally,
the activity pertains to events that re-
quire the non-Federal entity to comply
with Federal statutes, regulations, and
the terms and conditions of Federal
awards, such as: expenditure/expense
transactions associated with awards in-
cluding grants, cost-reimbursement
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contracts under the FAR, compacts
with Indian Tribes, cooperative agree-
ments, and direct appropriations; the
disbursement of funds to subrecipients;
the use of loan proceeds under loan and
loan guarantee programs; the receipt of
property; the receipt of surplus prop-
erty; the receipt or use of program in-
come; the distribution or use of food
commodities; the disbursement of
amounts entitling the non-Federal en-
tity to an interest subsidy; and the pe-
riod when insurance is in force.

(b) Loan and loan guarantees (loans).
Since the Federal Government is at
risk for loans until the debt is repaid,
the following guidelines must be used
to calculate the value of Federal
awards expended under loan programs,
except as noted in paragraphs (c) and
(d) of this section:

(1) Value of new loans made or re-
ceived during the audit period; plus

(2) Beginning of the audit period bal-
ance of loans from previous years for
which the Federal Government imposes
continuing compliance requirements;
plus

(3) Any interest subsidy, cash, or ad-
ministrative cost allowance received.

(c) Loan and loan guarantees (loans) at
IHEs. When loans are made to students
of an IHE but the ITHE does not make
the loans, then only the value of loans
made during the audit period must be
considered Federal awards expended in
that audit period. The balance of loans
for previous audit periods is not in-
cluded as Federal awards expended be-
cause the lender accounts for the prior
balances.

(d) Prior loan and loan guarantees
(loans). Loans, the proceeds of which
were received and expended in prior
years, are not considered Federal
awards expended under this part when
the Federal statutes, regulations, and
the terms and conditions of Federal
awards pertaining to such loans impose
no continuing compliance require-
ments other than to repay the loans.

(e) Endowment funds. The cumulative
balance of Federal awards for endow-
ment funds that are federally re-
stricted are considered Federal awards
expended in each audit period in which
the funds are still restricted.

(f) Free rent. Free rent received by
itself is not considered a Federal award
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expended under this part. However, free
rent received as part of a Federal
award to carry out a Federal program
must be included in determining Fed-
eral awards expended and subject to
audit under this part.

(g) Valuing non-cash assistance. Fed-
eral non-cash assistance, such as free
rent, food commodities, donated prop-
erty, or donated surplus property, must
be valued at fair market value at the
time of receipt or the assessed value
provided by the HHS agency.

(h) Medicare. Medicare payments to a
non-Federal entity for providing pa-
tient care services to Medicare-eligible
individuals are not considered Federal
awards expended under this part.

(i) Medicaid. Medicaid payments to a
subrecipient for providing patient care
services to Medicaid-eligible individ-
uals are not considered Federal awards
expended under this part unless a state
requires the funds to be treated as Fed-
eral awards expended because reim-
bursement is on a cost-reimbursement
basis.

(j) Certain loans provided by the Na-
tional Credit Union Administration. For
purposes of this part, loans made from
the National Credit Union Share Insur-
ance Fund and the Central Liquidity
Facility that are funded by contribu-
tions from insured non-Federal entities
are not considered Federal awards ex-
pended.

§75.503 Relation to other audit re-
quirements.

(a) An audit conducted in accordance
with this part must be in lieu of any fi-
nancial audit of Federal awards which
a non-Federal entity is required to un-
dergo under any other Federal statute
or regulation. To the extent that such
audit provides a Federal agency with
the information it requires to carry
out its responsibilities under Federal
statute or regulation, a Federal agency
must rely upon and use that informa-
tion.

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of
this section, a Federal agency, Inspec-
tors General, or GAO may conduct or
arrange for additional audits which are
necessary to carry out its responsibil-
ities under Federal statute or regula-
tion. The provisions of this part do not
authorize any non-Federal entity to

§75.503

constrain, in any manner, such Federal
agency from carrying out or arranging
for such additional audits, except that
the Federal agency must plan such au-
dits to not be duplicative of other au-
dits of Federal awards. Prior to com-
mencing such an audit, the Federal
agency or pass-through entity must re-
view the FAC for recent audits sub-
mitted by the non-Federal entity, and
to the extent such audits meet a Fed-
eral agency or pass-through entity’s
needs, the Federal agency or pass-
through entity must rely upon and use
such audits. Any additional audits
must be planned and performed in such
a way as to build upon work performed,
including the audit documentation,
sampling, and testing already per-
formed, by other auditors.

(c) The provisions of this part do not
limit the authority of Federal agencies
to conduct, or arrange for the conduct
of, audits and evaluations of Federal
awards, nor limit the authority of any
Federal agency Inspector General or
other Federal official. For example, re-
quirements that may be applicable
under the FAR or CAS and the terms
and conditions of a cost-reimbursement
contract may include additional appli-
cable audits to be conducted or ar-
ranged for by Federal agencies.

(d) Federal agency to pay for addi-
tional audits. A Federal agency that
conducts or arranges for additional au-
dits must, consistent with other appli-
cable Federal statutes and regulations,
arrange for funding the full cost of
such additional audits.

(e) Request for a program to be au-
dited as a major program. An HHS
awarding agency may request that an
auditee have a particular Federal pro-
gram audited as a major program in
lieu of the HHS awarding agency con-
ducting or arranging for the additional
audits. To allow for planning, such re-
quests should be made at least 180 cal-
endar days prior to the end of the fiscal
year to be audited. The auditee, after
consultation with its auditor, should
promptly respond to such a request by
informing the HHS awarding agency
whether the program would otherwise
be audited as a major program using
the risk-based audit approach de-
scribed in §75.518 and, if not, the esti-
mated incremental cost. The HHS
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awarding agency must then promptly
confirm to the auditee whether it
wants the program audited as a major
program. If the program is to be au-
dited as a major program based upon
this HHS awarding agency request, and
the HHS awarding agency agrees to
pay the full incremental costs, then
the auditee must have the program au-
dited as a major program. A pass-
through entity may use the provisions
of this paragraph for a subrecipient.

§75.504 Frequency of audits.

Except for the provisions for biennial
audits provided in paragraphs (a) and
(b) of this section, audits required by
this part must be performed annually.
Any biennial audit must cover both
years within the biennial period.

(a) A state, local government, or In-
dian tribe that is required by constitu-
tion or statute, in effect on January 1,
1987, to undergo its audits less fre-
quently than annually, is permitted to
undergo its audits pursuant to this
part biennially. This requirement must
still be in effect for the biennial period.

(b) Any nonprofit organization that
had biennial audits for all biennial pe-
riods ending between July 1, 1992, and
January 1, 1995, is permitted to under-
go its audits pursuant to this part bi-
ennially.

§75.505 Sanctions.

In cases of continued inability or un-
willingness to have an audit conducted
in accordance with this part, Federal
agencies and pass-through entities
must take appropriate action as pro-
vided in §75.371.

§75.506 Audit costs.
See §75.425.

§75.507

(a) Program-specific audit guide avail-
able. In many cases, a program-specific
audit guide will be available to provide
specific guidance to the auditor with
respect to internal controls, compli-
ance requirements, suggested audit
procedures, and audit reporting re-
quirements. A listing of current pro-
gram-specific audit guides can be found
in the compliance supplement begin-
ning with the 2014 supplement includ-
ing HHS awarding agency contact in-

Program-specific audits.
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formation and a Web site where a copy
of the guide can be obtained. When a
current program-specific audit guide is
available, the auditor must follow
GAGAS and the guide when performing
a program-specific audit.

(b) Program-specific audit guide not
available. (1) When a current program-
specific audit guide is not available,
the auditee and auditor must have ba-
sically the same responsibilities for the
Federal program as they would have
for an audit of a major program in a
single audit.

(2) The auditee must prepare the fi-
nancial statement(s) for the Federal
program that includes, at a minimum,
a schedule of expenditures of Federal
awards for the program and notes that
describe the significant accounting
policies used in preparing the schedule,
a summary schedule of prior audit find-
ings consistent with the requirements
of §75.5611(b), and a corrective action
plan consistent with the requirements
of §75.511(c).

(3) The auditor must:

(i) Perform an audit of the financial
statement(s) for the Federal program
in accordance with GAGAS;

(ii) Obtain an understanding of inter-
nal controls and perform tests of inter-
nal controls over the Federal program
consistent with the requirements of
§75.5614(c) for a major program;

(iii) Perform procedures to determine
whether the auditee has complied with
Federal statutes, regulations, and the
terms and conditions of Federal awards
that could have a direct and material
effect on the Federal program con-
sistent with the requirements of
§75.514(d) for a major program;

(iv) Follow up on prior audit findings,
perform procedures to assess the rea-
sonableness of the summary schedule
of prior audit findings prepared by the
auditee in accordance with the require-
ments of §75.511, and report, as a cur-
rent year audit finding, when the audi-
tor concludes that the summary sched-
ule of prior audit findings materially
misrepresents the status of any prior
audit finding; and

(v) Report any audit findings con-
sistent with the requirements of
§75.516.
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(4) The auditor’s report(s) may be in
the form of either combined or sepa-
rate reports and may be organized dif-
ferently from the manner presented in
this section. The auditor’s report(s)
must state that the audit was con-
ducted in accordance with this part
and include the following:

(i) An opinion (or disclaimer of opin-
ion) as to whether the financial state-
ment(s) of the Federal program is pre-
sented fairly in all material respects in
accordance with the stated accounting
policies;

(ii) A report on internal control re-
lated to the Federal program, which
must describe the scope of testing of
internal control and the results of the
tests;

(iii) A report on compliance which in-
cludes an opinion (or disclaimer of
opinion) as to whether the auditee
complied with laws, regulations, and
the terms and conditions of Federal
awards which could have a direct and
material effect on the Federal pro-
gram; and

(iv) A schedule of findings and ques-
tioned costs for the Federal program
that includes a summary of the audi-
tor’s results relative to the Federal
program in a format consistent with
§75.5615(d)(1) and findings and ques-
tioned costs consistent with the re-
quirements of §75.515(d)(3).

(c) Report submission for program-spe-
cific audits. (1) The audit must be com-
pleted and the reporting required by
paragraph (¢)(2) or (c¢)(3) of this section
submitted within the earlier of 30 cal-
endar days after receipt of the audi-
tor’s report(s), or nine months after
the end of the audit period, unless a
different period is specified in a pro-
gram-specific audit guide. Unless re-
stricted by Federal law or regulation,
the auditee must make report copies
available for public inspection.
Auditees and auditors must ensure
that their respective parts of the re-
porting package do not include pro-
tected personally identifiable informa-
tion.

(2) When a program-specific audit
guide is available, the auditee must
electronically submit to the FAC the
data collection form prepared in ac-
cordance with §75.5612(b), as applicable
to a program-specific audit, and the re-

§75.508

porting required by the program-spe-
cific audit guide.

(3) When a program-specific audit
guide is not available, the reporting
package for a program-specific audit
must consist of the financial state-
ment(s) of the Federal program, a sum-
mary schedule of prior audit findings,
and a corrective action plan as de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-
tion, and the auditor’s report(s) de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(4) of this sec-
tion. The data collection form prepared
in accordance with §75.512(b), as appli-
cable to a program-specific audit, and
one copy of this reporting package
must be electronically submitted to
the FAC.

(d) Other sections of this part may
apply. Program-specific audits are sub-
ject to:

(1) §75.500 through §75.503(d);

(2) §75.504 through §75.506;

(3) §75.508 through §75.509;

(4) §75.511;

(5) §75.512(e) through (h);

(6) §75.513;

(7) §75.516 through §75.517;

(8) §75.521, and

(9) Other referenced provisions of this
part unless contrary to the provisions
of this section, a program-specific
audit guide, or program statutes and
regulations.

AUDITEES

§75.508 Auditee responsibilities.

The auditee must:

(a) Procure or otherwise arrange for
the audit required by this part in ac-
cordance with §75.509, and ensure it is
properly performed and submitted
when due in accordance with §75.512.

(b) Prepare appropriate financial
statements, including the schedule of
expenditures of Federal awards in ac-
cordance with §75.510.

(c) Promptly follow up and take cor-
rective action on audit findings, in-
cluding preparation of a summary
schedule of prior audit findings and a
corrective action plan in accordance
with §75.511(b) and §75.511(c), respec-

tively.
(d) Provide the auditor with access to
personnel, accounts, books, records,

supporting documentation, and other
information as needed for the auditor
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to perform the audit required by this
part.

§75.509 Auditor selection.

(a) Auditor procurement. In procuring
audit services, the auditee must follow
the procurement standards prescribed
by the Procurement Standards in
§§75.326 through 75.335 of subpart D of
this part or the FAR (48 CFR part 42),
as applicable. When procuring audit
services, the objective is to obtain
high-quality audits. In requesting pro-
posals for audit services, the objectives
and scope of the audit must be made
clear and the non-Federal entity must
request a copy of the audit organiza-
tion’s peer review report which the
auditor is required to provide under
GAGAS. Factors to be considered in
evaluating each proposal for audit
services include the responsiveness to
the request for proposal, relevant expe-
rience, availability of staff with profes-
sional qualifications and technical
abilities, the results of peer and exter-
nal quality control reviews, and price.
Whenever possible, the auditee must
make positive efforts to utilize small
businesses, minority-owned firms, and
women’s business enterprises, in pro-
curing audit services as stated in
§75.330, or the FAR (48 CFR part 42), as
applicable.

(b) Restriction on auditor preparing in-
direct cost proposals. An auditor who
prepares the indirect cost proposal or
cost allocation plan may not also be se-
lected to perform the audit required by
this part when the indirect costs recov-
ered by the auditee during the prior
yvear exceeded $1 million. This restric-
tion applies to the base year used in
the preparation of the indirect cost
proposal or cost allocation plan and
any subsequent years in which the re-
sulting indirect cost agreement or cost
allocation plan is used to recover costs.

(c) Use of Federal auditors. Federal
auditors may perform all or part of the
work required under this part if they
comply fully with the requirements of
this part.

§75.510 Financial statements.

(a) Financial statements. The auditee
must prepare financial statements that
reflect its financial position, results of
operations or changes in net assets,
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and, where appropriate, cash flows for
the fiscal year audited. The financial
statements must be for the same orga-
nizational unit and fiscal year that is
chosen to meet the requirements of
this part. However, non-Federal entity-
wide financial statements may also in-
clude departments, agencies, and other
organizational units that have separate
audits in accordance with §75.514(a)
and prepare separate financial state-
ments.

(b) Schedule of expenditures of Federal
awards. The auditee must also prepare
a schedule of expenditures of Federal
awards for the period covered by the
auditee’s financial statements which
must include the total Federal awards
expended as determined in accordance
with §75.502. While not required, the
auditee may choose to provide infor-
mation requested by HHS awarding
agencies and pass-through entities to
make the schedule easier to use. For
example, when a Federal program has
multiple Federal award years, the
auditee may list the amount of Federal
awards expended for each Federal
award year separately. At a minimum,
the schedule must:

(1) List individual Federal programs
by Federal agency. For a cluster of pro-
grams, provide the cluster name, list
individual Federal programs within the
cluster of programs, and provide the
applicable Federal agency name. For
R&D, total Federal awards expended
must be shown either by individual
Federal award or by Federal agency
and major subdivision within the Fed-
eral agency. For example, the National
Institutes of Health is a major subdivi-
sion in the Department of Health and
Human Services.

(2) For Federal awards received as a
subrecipient, the name of the pass-
through entity and identifying number
assigned by the pass-through entity
must be included.

(3) Provide total Federal awards ex-
pended for each individual Federal pro-
gram and the CFDA number or other
identifying number when the CFDA in-
formation is not available. For a clus-
ter of programs also provide the total
for the cluster.

(4) Include the total amount provided
to subrecipients from each Federal pro-
gram.
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(5) For loan or loan guarantee pro-
grams described in §75.502(b), identify
in the notes to the schedule the bal-
ances outstanding at the end of the
audit period. This is in addition to in-
cluding the total Federal awards ex-
pended for loan or loan guarantee pro-
grams in the schedule.

(6) Include notes that describe that
significant accounting policies used in
preparing the schedule, and note
whether or not the auditee elected to
use the 10% de minimis cost rate as
covered in §75.414.

§75.511 Audit findings follow-up.

(a) General. The auditee is responsible
for follow-up and corrective action on
all audit findings. As part of this re-
sponsibility, the auditee must prepare
a summary schedule of prior audit find-
ings. The auditee must also prepare a
corrective action plan for current year
audit findings. The summary schedule
of prior audit findings and the correc-
tive action plan must include the ref-
erence numbers the auditor assigns to
audit findings under §75.516(c). Since
the summary schedule may include
audit findings from multiple years, it
must include the fiscal year in which
the finding initially occurred. The cor-
rective action plan and summary
schedule of prior audit findings must
include findings relating to the finan-
cial statements which are required to
be reported in accordance with
GAGAS.

(b) Summary schedule of prior audit
findings. The summary schedule of
prior audit findings must report the
status of all audit findings included in
the prior audit’s schedule of findings
and questioned costs. The summary
schedule must also include audit find-
ings reported in the prior audit’s sum-
mary schedule of prior audit findings
except audit findings listed as cor-
rected in accordance with paragraph
(b)(1) of this section, or no longer valid
or not warranting further action in ac-
cordance with paragraph (b)(3) of this
section.

(1) When audit findings were fully
corrected, the summary schedule need
only list the audit findings and state
that corrective action was taken.

(2) When audit findings were not cor-
rected or were only partially corrected,

§75.512

the summary schedule must describe
the reasons for the finding’s recurrence
and planned corrective action, and any
partial corrective action taken. When
corrective action taken is significantly
different from corrective action pre-
viously reported in a corrective action
plan or in the Federal agency’s or pass-
through entity’s management decision,
the summary schedule must provide an
explanation.

(3) When the auditee believes the
audit findings are no longer valid or do
not warrant further action, the reasons
for this position must be described in
the summary schedule. A valid reason
for considering an audit finding as not
warranting further action is that all of
the following have occurred:

(i) Two years have passed since the
audit report in which the finding oc-
curred was submitted to the FAC;

(ii) The Federal agency or pass-
through entity is not currently fol-
lowing up with the auditee on the audit
finding; and

(iii) A management decision was not
issued.

(c) Corrective action plan. At the com-
pletion of the audit, the auditee must
prepare, in a document separate from
the auditor’s findings described in
§75.5616, a corrective action plan to ad-
dress each audit finding included in the
current year auditor’s reports. The cor-
rective action plan must provide the
name(s) of the contact person(s) re-
sponsible for corrective action, the cor-
rective action planned, and the antici-
pated completion date. If the auditee
does not agree with the audit findings
or believes corrective action is not re-
quired, then the corrective action plan
must include an explanation and spe-
cific reasons.

§75.512 Report submission.

(a) General. (1) The audit must be
completed and the data collection form
described in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion and reporting package described in
paragraph (c) of this section must be
submitted within the earlier of 30 cal-
endar days after receipt of the audi-
tor’s report(s), or nine months after
the end of the audit period. If the due
date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or
Federal holiday, the reporting package
is due the next business day.
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(2) Unless restricted by Federal stat-
utes or regulations, the auditee must
make copies available for public in-
spection. Auditees and auditors must
ensure that their respective parts of
the reporting package do not include
protected personally identifiable infor-
mation.

(b) Data collection. The FAC is the re-
pository of record for subpart F of this
part reporting packages and the data
collection form. All Federal agencies,
pass-through entities and others inter-
ested in a reporting package and data
collection form must obtain it by ac-
cessing the FAC.

(1) The auditee must submit required
data elements described in appendix X
to part 75, which state whether the
audit was completed in accordance
with this part and provides informa-
tion about the auditee, its Federal pro-
grams, and the results of the audit.
The data must include information
available from the audit required by
this part that is necessary for Federal
agencies to use the audit to ensure in-
tegrity for Federal programs. The data
elements and format must be approved
by OMB, available from the FAC, and
include collections of information from
the reporting package described in
paragraph (c) of this section. A senior
level representative of the auditee (e.g.,
state controller, director of finance,
chief executive officer, or chief finan-
cial officer) must sign a statement to
be included as part of the data collec-
tion that says that the auditee com-
plied with the requirements of this
part, the data were prepared in accord-
ance with this part (and the instruc-
tions accompanying the form), the re-
porting package does not include pro-
tected personally identifiable informa-
tion, the information included in its
entirety is accurate and complete, and
that the FAC is authorized to make the
reporting package and the form pub-
licly available on a Web site.

(2) Exception for Indian Tribes and
Tribal Organizations. An auditee that is
an Indian tribe or a tribal organization
(as defined in the Indian Self-Deter-
mination, Education and Assistance
Act (ISDEAA), 25 U.S.C. 450b(1)) may
opt not to authorize the FAC to make
the reporting package publicly avail-
able on a Web site, by excluding the au-
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thorization for the FAC publication in
the statement described in paragraph
(b)(1) of this section. If this option is
exercised, the auditee becomes respon-
sible for submitting the reporting
package directly to any pass-through
entities through which it has received
a Federal award and to pass-through
entities for which the summary sched-
ule of prior audit findings reported the
status of any findings related to Fed-
eral awards that the pass-through enti-
ty provided. Unless restricted by Fed-
eral statute or regulation, if the
auditee opts not to authorize publica-
tion, it must make copies of the report-
ing package available for public inspec-
tion.

(3) Using the information included in
the reporting package described in
paragraph (c) of this section, the audi-
tor must complete the applicable data
elements of the data collection form.
The auditor must sign a statement to
be included as part of the data collec-
tion form that indicates, at a min-
imum, the source of the information
included in the form, the auditor’s re-
sponsibility for the information, that
the form is not a substitute for the re-
porting package described in paragraph
(c) of this section, and that the content
of the form is limited to the collection
of information prescribed by OMB.

(c) Reporting package. The reporting
package must include the:

(1) Financial statements and sched-
ule of expenditures of Federal awards
discussed in §75.5610(a) and (b), respec-
tively;

(2) Summary schedule of prior audit
findings discussed in §75.511(b);

(3) Auditor’s report(s) discussed in
§75.515; and

(4) Corrective action plan discussed
in §75.511(c).

(d) Submission to FAC. The auditee
must electronically submit to the FAC
the data collection form described in
paragraph (b) of this section and the
reporting package described in para-
graph (c) of this section.

(e) Requests for management letters
issued by the auditor. In response to re-
quests by a Federal agency or pass-
through entity, auditees must submit a
copy of any management letters issued
by the auditor.
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(f) Report retention requirements.
Auditees must keep one copy of the
data collection form described in para-
graph (b) of this section and one copy
of the reporting package described in
paragraph (c) of this section on file for
three years from the date of submis-
sion to the FAC.

(g) FAC responsibilities. The FAC must
make available the reporting packages
received in accordance with paragraph
(c) of this section and §75.507(c) to the
public, except for Indian tribes exer-
cising the option in (b)(2) of this sec-
tion, and maintain a data base of com-
pleted audits, provide appropriate in-
formation to Federal agencies, and fol-
low up with known auditees that have
not submitted the required data collec-
tion forms and reporting packages.

(h) Electronic filing. Nothing in this
part must preclude electronic submis-
sions to the FAC in such manner as
may be approved by OMB.

FEDERAL AGENCIES

§75.513 Responsibilities.

(a)(1) Cognizant agency for audit re-
sponsibilities. A non-Federal entity ex-
pending more than $50 million a year in
Federal awards must have a cognizant
agency for audit. The designated cog-
nizant agency for audit must be the
Federal awarding agency that provides
the predominant amount of direct
funding to a non-Federal entity unless
OMB designates a specific cognizant
agency for audit.

(2) To provide for continuity of cog-
nizance, the determination of the pre-
dominant amount of direct funding
must be based upon direct Federal
awards expended in the non-Federal en-
tity’s fiscal years ending in 2009, 2014,
2019 and every fifth year thereafter.
For example, audit cognizance for peri-
ods ending in 2011 through 2015 will be
determined based on Federal awards
expended in 2009.

(3) Notwithstanding the manner in
which audit cognizance is determined,
a Federal awarding agency with cog-
nizance for an auditee may reassign
cognizance to another Federal award-
ing agency that provides substantial
funding and agrees to be the cognizant
agency for audit. Within 30 calendar
days after any reassignment, both the
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old and the new cognizant agency for
audit must provide notice of the
change to the FAC, the auditee, and, if
known, the auditor. The cognizant
agency for audit must:

(i) Provide technical audit advice and
liaison assistance to auditees and audi-
tors.

(ii) Obtain or conduct quality control
reviews on selected audits made by
non-Federal auditors, and provide the
results to other interested organiza-
tions. Cooperate and provide support to
the Federal agency designated by OMB
to lead a government-wide project to
determine the quality of single audits
by providing a statistically reliable es-
timate of the extent that single audits
conform to applicable requirements,
standards, and procedures; and to make
recommendations to address noted
audit quality issues, including rec-
ommendations for any changes to ap-
plicable requirements, standards and
procedures indicated by the results of
the project. This government-wide
audit quality project must be per-
formed once every 6 years beginning in
2018 or at such other interval as deter-
mined by OMB, and the results must be
public.

(iii) Promptly inform other affected
Federal agencies and appropriate Fed-
eral law enforcement officials of any
direct reporting by the auditee or its
auditor required by GAGAS or statutes
and regulations.

(iv) Advise the community of inde-
pendent auditors of any noteworthy or
important factual trends related to the
quality of audits stemming from qual-
ity control reviews. Significant prob-
lems or quality issues consistently
identified through quality control re-
views of audit reports must be referred
to appropriate state licensing agencies
and professional bodies.

(v) Advise the auditor, HHS awarding
agencies, and, where appropriate, the
auditee of any deficiencies found in the
audits when the deficiencies require
corrective action by the auditor. When
advised of deficiencies, the auditee
must work with the auditor to take
corrective action. If corrective action
is not taken, the cognizant agency for
audit must notify the auditor, the
auditee, and applicable HHS awarding
agencies and pass-through entities of
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the facts and make recommendations
for follow-up action. Major inadequa-
cies or repetitive substandard perform-
ance by auditors must be referred to
appropriate state licensing agencies
and professional bodies for disciplinary
action.

(vi) Coordinate, to the extent prac-
tical, audits or reviews made by or for
Federal agencies that are in addition
to the audits made pursuant to this
part, so that the additional audits or
reviews build upon rather than dupli-
cate audits performed in accordance
with this part.

(vii) Coordinate a management deci-
sion for cross-cutting audit findings (as
defined in §75.2 Cross-cutting audit find-
ing) that affect the Federal programs of
more than one agency when requested
by any Federal awarding agency whose
awards are included in the audit find-
ing of the auditee.

(viii) Coordinate the audit work and
reporting responsibilities among audi-
tors to achieve the most cost-effective
audit.

(ix) Provide advice to auditees as to
how to handle changes in fiscal years.

(b) Oversight agency for audit re-
sponsibilities. An auditee who does not
have a designated cognizant agency for
audit will be under the general over-
sight of the Federal agency determined
in accordance with §75.2 Oversight agen-
cy for audit. A Federal agency with
oversight for an auditee may reassign
oversight to another Federal agency
that agrees to be the oversight agency
for audit. Within 30 calendar days after
any reassignment, both the old and the
new oversight agency for audit must
provide notice of the change to the
FAC, the auditee, and, if known, the
auditor. The oversight agency for
audit:

(1) Must provide technical advice to
auditees and auditors as requested.

(2) May assume all or some of the re-
sponsibilities normally performed by a
cognizant agency for audit.

(c) HHS awarding agency responsibil-
ities. The HHS awarding agency must
perform the following for the Federal
awards it makes (See also the require-
ments of §75.210):

(1) Ensure that audits are completed
and reports are received in a timely
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manner and in accordance with the re-
quirements of this part.

(2) Provide technical advice and
counsel to auditees and auditors as re-
quested.

(3) Follow-up on audit findings to en-
sure that the recipient takes appro-
priate and timely corrective action. As
part of audit follow-up, the HHS award-
ing agency must:

(i) Issue a management decision as
prescribed in §75.521;

(ii) Monitor the recipient taking ap-
propriate and timely corrective action;

(iii) Use cooperative audit resolution
mechanisms (see §75.2 Cooperative audit
resolution) to improve Federal program
outcomes through better audit resolu-
tion, follow-up, and corrective action;
and

(iv) Develop a baseline, metrics, and
targets to track, over time, the effec-
tiveness of the Federal agency’s proc-
ess to follow-up on audit findings and
on the effectiveness of Single Audits in
improving non-Federal entity account-
ability and their use by HHS awarding
agencies in making award decisions.

(4) Provide OMB annual updates to
the compliance supplement and work
with OMB to ensure that the compli-
ance supplement focuses the auditor to
test the compliance requirements most
likely to cause improper payments,
fraud, waste, abuse or generate audit
finding for which the Federal awarding
agency will take sanctions.

(5) Provide OMB with the name of a
single audit accountable official from
among the senior policy officials of the
HHS awarding agency who must be:

(i) Responsible for ensuring that the
agency fulfills all the requirements of
paragraph (c) of this section and effec-
tively uses the single audit process to
reduce improper payments and improve
Federal program outcomes.

(ii) Held accountable to improve the
effectiveness of the single audit process
based upon metrics as described in
paragraph (¢)(3)(iv) of this section.

(iii) Responsible for designating the
Federal agency’s key management sin-
gle audit liaison.

(6) Provide OMB with the name of a
key management single audit liaison
who must:

(i) Serve as the Federal awarding
agency’s management point of contact
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for the single audit process both within
and outside the Federal Government.

(ii) Promote interagency coordina-
tion, consistency, and sharing in areas
such as coordinating audit follow-up;
identifying higher-risk non-Federal en-
tities; providing input on single audit
and follow-up policy; enhancing the
utility of the FAC; and studying ways
to use single audit results to improve
Federal award accountability and best
practices.

(iii) Oversee training for the HHS
awarding agency’s program manage-
ment personnel related to the single
audit process.

(iv) Promote the HHS awarding agen-
cy’s use of cooperative audit resolution
mechanisms.

(v) Coordinate the HHS awarding
agency’s activities to ensure appro-
priate and timely follow-up and correc-
tive action on audit findings.

(vi) Organize the Federal cognizant
agency for audit’s follow-up on cross-
cutting audit findings that affect the
Federal programs of more than one
HHS awarding agency.

(vii) Ensure the HHS awarding agen-
cy provides annual updates of the com-
pliance supplement to OMB.

(viii) Support the HHS awarding
agency’s single audit accountable offi-
cial’s mission.

AUDITORS

§75.514 Scope of audit.

(a) General. The audit must be con-
ducted in accordance with GAGAS. The
audit must cover the entire operations
of the auditee, or, at the option of the
auditee, such audit must include a se-
ries of audits that cover departments,
agencies, and other organizational
units that expended or otherwise ad-
ministered Federal awards during such
audit period, provided that each such
audit must encompass the financial
statements and schedule of expendi-
tures of Federal awards for each such
department, agency, and other organi-
zational unit, which must be consid-
ered to be a non-Federal entity. The fi-
nancial statements and schedule of ex-
penditures of Federal awards must be
for the same audit period.

(b) Financial statements. The auditor
must determine whether the financial
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statements of the auditee are presented
fairly in all material respects in ac-
cordance with generally accepted ac-
counting principles. The auditor must
also determine whether the schedule of
expenditures of Federal awards is stat-
ed fairly in all material respects in re-
lation to the auditee’s financial state-
ments as a whole.

(c) Internal control. (1) The compli-
ance supplement provides guidance on
internal controls over Federal pro-
grams based upon the guidance in
Standards for Internal Control in the
Federal Government issued by the
Comptroller General of the United
States and the Internal Control—Inte-
grated Framework, issued by the Com-
mittee of Sponsoring Organizations of
the Treadway Commission (COSO).

(2) In addition to the requirements of
GAGAS, the auditor must perform pro-
cedures to obtain an understanding of
internal control over Federal programs
sufficient to plan the audit to support
a low assessed level of control risk of
noncompliance for major programs.

(3) Except as provided in paragraph
(c)(4) of this section, the auditor must:

(i) Plan the testing of internal con-
trol over compliance for major pro-
grams to support a low assessed level
of control risk for the assertions rel-
evant to the compliance requirements
for each major program; and

(ii) Perform testing of internal con-
trol as planned in paragraph (c)(3)(i) of
this section.

(4) When internal control over some
or all of the compliance requirements
for a major program are likely to be in-
effective in preventing or detecting
noncompliance, the planning and per-
forming of testing described in para-
graph (c)(3) of this section are not re-
quired for those compliance require-
ments. However, the auditor must re-
port a significant deficiency or mate-
rial weakness in accordance with
§75.516, assess the related control risk
at the maximum, and consider whether
additional compliance tests are re-
quired because of ineffective internal
control.

(d) Compliance. (1) In addition to the
requirements of GAGAS, the auditor
must determine whether the auditee
has complied with Federal statutes,
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regulations, and the terms and condi-
tions of Federal awards that may have
a direct and material effect on each of
its major programs.

(2) The principal compliance require-
ments applicable to most Federal pro-
grams and the compliance require-
ments of the largest Federal programs
are included in the compliance supple-
ment.

(3) For the compliance requirements
related to Federal programs contained
in the compliance supplement, an audit
of these compliance requirements will
meet the requirements of this part.
Where there have been changes to the
compliance requirements and the
changes are not reflected in the com-
pliance supplement, the auditor must
determine the current compliance re-
quirements and modify the audit proce-
dures accordingly. For those Federal
programs not covered in the compli-
ance supplement, the auditor must fol-
low the compliance supplement’s guid-
ance for programs not included in the
supplement.

(4) The compliance testing must in-
clude tests of transactions and such
other auditing procedures necessary to
provide the auditor sufficient appro-
priate audit evidence to support an
opinion on compliance.

(e) Audit follow-up. The auditor must
follow-up on prior audit findings, per-
form procedures to assess the reason-
ableness of the summary schedule of
prior audit findings prepared by the
auditee in accordance with §75.5611(b),
and report, as a current year audit
finding, when the auditor concludes
that the summary schedule of prior
audit findings materially misrepre-
sents the status of any prior audit find-
ing. The auditor must perform audit
follow-up procedures regardless of
whether a prior audit finding relates to
a major program in the current year.

(f) Data collection form. As required in
§75.5612(b)(3), the auditor must complete
and sign specified sections of the data
collection form.

§75.515 Audit reporting.

The auditor’s report(s) may be in the
form of either combined or separate re-
ports and may be organized differently
from the manner presented in this sec-
tion. The auditor’s report(s) must state
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that the audit was conducted in ac-
cordance with this part and include the
following:

(a) An opinion (or disclaimer of opin-
ion) as to whether the financial state-
ments are presented fairly in all mate-
rial respects in accordance with gen-
erally accepted accounting principles
and an opinion (or disclaimer of opin-
ion) as to whether the schedule of ex-
penditures of Federal awards is fairly
stated in all material respects in rela-
tion to the financial statements as a
whole.

(b) A report on internal control over
financial reporting and compliance
with provisions of laws, regulations,
contracts, and award agreements, non-
compliance with which could have a
material effect on the financial state-
ments. This report must describe the
scope of testing of internal control and
compliance and the results of the tests,
and, where applicable, it will refer to
the separate schedule of findings and
questioned costs described in para-
graph (d) of this section.

(c) A report on compliance for each
major program and a report on internal
control over compliance. This report
must describe the scope of testing of
internal control over compliance, in-
clude an opinion or disclaimer of opin-
ion as to whether the auditee complied
with Federal statutes, regulations, and
the terms and conditions of Federal
awards which could have a direct and
material effect on each major program
and refer to the separate schedule of
findings and questioned costs described
in paragraph (d) of this section.

(d) A schedule of findings and ques-
tioned costs which must include the
following three components:

(1) A summary of the auditor’s re-
sults, which must include:

(i) The type of report the auditor
issued on whether the financial state-
ments audited were prepared in accord-
ance with GAAP (i.e., unmodified opin-
ion, qualified opinion, adverse opinion,
or disclaimer of opinion);

(ii) Where applicable, a statement
about whether significant deficiencies
or material weaknesses in internal con-
trol were disclosed by the audit of the
financial statements;

(iii) A statement as to whether the
audit disclosed any noncompliance
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that is material to the financial state-
ments of the auditee;

(iv) Where applicable, a statement
about whether significant deficiencies
or material weaknesses in internal con-
trol over major programs were dis-
closed by the audit;

(v) The type of report the auditor
issued on compliance for major pro-
grams (i.e., unmodified opinion, quali-
fied opinion, adverse opinion, or dis-
claimer of opinion);

(vi) A statement as to whether the
audit disclosed any audit findings that
the auditor is required to report under
§75.516(a);

(vii) An identification of major pro-
grams by listing each individual major
program; however in the case of a clus-
ter of programs only the cluster name
as shown on the Schedule of Expendi-
tures of Federal Awards is required;

(viii) The dollar threshold used to
distinguish between Type A and Type B
programs, as described in §75.518(b)(1),
or (b)(3) when a recalculation of the
Type A threshold is required for large
loan or loan guarantees; and

(ix) A statement as to whether the
auditee qualified as a low-risk auditee
under §75.520.

(2) Findings relating to the financial
statements which are required to be re-
ported in accordance with GAGAS.

(3) Findings and questioned costs for
Federal awards which must include
audit findings as defined in §75.516(a).

(i) Audit findings (e.g., internal con-
trol findings, compliance findings,
questioned costs, or fraud) that relate
to the same issue must be presented as
a single audit finding. Where practical,
audit findings should be organized by
Federal agency or pass-through entity.

(ii) Audit findings that relate to both
the financial statements and Federal
awards, as reported under paragraphs
(d)(2) and (d)(3) of this section, respec-
tively, must be reported in both sec-
tions of the schedule. However, the re-
porting in one section of the schedule
may be in summary form with a ref-
erence to a detailed reporting in the
other section of the schedule.

(e) Nothing in this part precludes
combining of the audit reporting re-
quired by this section with the report-
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ing required by §75.512(b) when allowed
by GAGAS and appendix X to part 75.

[79 FR 75889, Dec. 19, 2014, as amended at 81
FR 3018, Jan. 20, 2016]

§75.516 Audit findings.

(a) Audit findings reported. The audi-
tor must report the following as audit
findings in a schedule of findings and
questioned costs:

(1) Significant deficiencies and mate-
rial weaknesses in internal control
over major programs and significant
instances of abuse relating to major
programs. The auditor’s determination
of whether a deficiency in internal con-
trol is a significant deficiency or mate-
rial weakness for the purpose of report-
ing an audit finding is in relation to a
type of compliance requirement for a
major program identified in the Com-
pliance Supplement.

(2) Material noncompliance with the
provisions of Federal statutes, regula-
tions, or the terms and conditions of
Federal awards related to a major pro-
gram. The auditor’s determination of
whether a noncompliance with the pro-
visions of Federal statutes, regula-
tions, or the terms and conditions of
Federal awards is material for the pur-
pose of reporting an audit finding is in
relation to a type of compliance re-
quirement for a major program identi-
fied in the compliance supplement.

(3) Known questioned costs that are
greater than $25,000 for a type of com-
pliance requirement for a major pro-
gram. Known questioned costs are
those specifically identified by the
auditor. In evaluating the effect of
questioned costs on the opinion on
compliance, the auditor considers the
best estimate of total costs questioned
(likely questioned costs), not just the
questioned costs specifically identified
(known questioned costs). The auditor
must also report known questioned
costs when likely questioned costs are
greater than $25,000 for a type of com-
pliance requirement for a major pro-
gram. In reporting questioned costs,
the auditor must include information
to provide proper perspective for judg-
ing the prevalence and consequences of
the questioned costs.

(4) Known questioned costs that are
greater than $25,000 for a Federal pro-
gram which is not audited as a major
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program. Except for audit follow-up,
the auditor is not required under this
part to perform audit procedures for
such a Federal program; therefore, the
auditor will normally not find ques-
tioned costs for a program that is not
audited as a major program. However,
if the auditor does become aware of
questioned costs for a Federal program
that is not audited as a major program
(e.g., as part of audit follow-up or other
audit procedures) and the known ques-
tioned costs are greater than $25,000,
then the auditor must report this as an
audit finding.

(6) The circumstances concerning
why the auditor’s report on compliance
for each major program is other than
an unmodified opinion, unless such cir-
cumstances are otherwise reported as
audit findings in the schedule of find-
ings and questioned costs for Federal
awards.

(6) Known or likely fraud affecting a
Federal award, unless such fraud is
otherwise reported as an audit finding
in the schedule of findings and ques-
tioned costs for Federal awards. This
paragraph does not require the auditor
to report publicly information which
could compromise investigative or
legal proceedings or to make an addi-
tional reporting when the auditor con-
firms that the fraud was reported out-
side the auditor’s reports under the di-
rect reporting requirements of GAGAS.

(7) Instances where the results of
audit follow-up procedures disclosed
that the summary schedule of prior
audit findings prepared by the auditee
in accordance with §75.5611(b) materi-
ally misrepresents the status of any
prior audit finding.

(b) Audit finding detail and -clarity.
Audit findings must be presented in
sufficient detail and clarity for the
auditee to prepare a corrective action
plan and take corrective action, and
for Federal agencies and pass-through
entities to arrive at a management de-
cision. The following specific informa-
tion must be included, as applicable, in
audit findings:

(1) Federal program and specific Fed-
eral award identification including the
CFDA title and number, Federal award
identification number and year, name
of Federal agency, and name of the ap-
plicable pass-through entity. When in-
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formation, such as the CFDA title and
number or Federal award identification
number, is not available, the auditor
must provide the best information
available to describe the Federal
award.

(2) The criteria or specific require-
ment upon which the audit finding is
based, including the Federal statutes,
regulations, or the terms and condi-
tions of the Federal awards. Criteria
generally identify the required or de-
sired state or expectation with respect
to the program or operation. Criteria
provide a context for evaluating evi-
dence and understanding findings.

(3) The condition found, including
facts that support the deficiency iden-
tified in the audit finding.

(4) A statement of cause that identi-
fies the reason or explanation for the
condition or the factors responsible for
the difference between the situation
that exists (condition) and the required
or desired state (criteria), which may
also serve as a basis for recommenda-
tions for corrective action.

(6) The possible asserted effect to
provide sufficient information to the
auditee and Federal agency, or pass-
through entity in the case of a sub-
recipient, to permit them to determine
the cause and effect to facilitate
prompt and proper corrective action. A
statement of the effect or potential ef-
fect should provide a clear, logical link
to establish the impact or potential
impact of the difference between the
condition and the criteria.

(6) Identification of questioned costs
and how they were computed. Known
questioned costs must be identified by
applicable CFDA number(s) and appli-
cable Federal award identification
number(s).

(7) Information to provide proper per-
spective for judging the prevalence and
consequences of the audit findings,
such as whether the audit findings rep-
resent an isolated instance or a sys-
temic problem. Where appropriate, in-
stances identified must be related to
the universe and the number of cases
examined and be quantified in terms of
dollar value. The auditor should report
whether the sampling was a statis-
tically valid sample.

(8) Identification of whether the
audit finding was a repeat of a finding
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in the immediately prior audit and if
so any applicable prior year audit find-
ing numbers.

(9) Recommendations to prevent fu-
ture occurrences of the deficiency iden-
tified in the audit finding.

(10) Views of responsible officials of
the auditee.

(c) Reference numbers. Each audit
finding in the schedule of findings and
questioned costs must include a ref-
erence number in the format meeting
the requirements of the data collection
form submission required by §75.512(b)
to allow for easy referencing of the
audit findings during follow-up.

§75.517

(a) Retention of audit documentation.
The auditor must retain audit docu-
mentation and reports for a minimum
of three years after the date of
issuance of the auditor’s report(s) to
the auditee, unless the auditor is noti-
fied in writing by the cognizant agency
for audit, oversight agency for audit,
cognizant agency for indirect costs, or
pass-through entity to extend the re-
tention period. When the auditor is
aware that the Federal agency, pass-
through entity, or auditee is con-
testing an audit finding, the auditor
must contact the parties contesting
the audit finding for guidance prior to
destruction of the audit documentation
and reports.

Audit documentation.

§75.518

(b) Access to audit documentation.
Audit documentation must be made
available upon request to the cognizant
or oversight agency for audit or its des-
ignee, cognizant agency for indirect
cost, a Federal agency, or GAO at the
completion of the audit, as part of a
quality review, to resolve audit find-
ings, or to carry out oversight respon-
sibilities consistent with the purposes
of this part. Access to audit docu-
mentation includes the right of Federal
agencies to obtain copies of audit docu-
mentation, as is reasonable and nec-
essary.

§75.518 Major program determination.

(a) General. The auditor must use a
risk-based approach to determine
which Federal programs are major pro-
grams. This risk-based approach must
include consideration of: Current and
prior audit experience, oversight by
Federal agencies and pass-through en-
tities, and the inherent risk of the Fed-
eral this program. The process in para-
graphs (b) through (h) of this section
must be followed.

(b) Step ome. (1) The auditor must
identify the larger Federal programs,
which must be labeled Type A pro-
grams. Type A programs are defined as
Federal programs with Federal awards
expended during the audit period ex-
ceeding the levels outlined in the table
in this paragraph (b)(1):

Total Federal awards expended

Type A/B threshold

(i) Equal to or exceed $750,000 but less than or equal to $25
million.

(i) Exceed $25 million but less than or equal to $100 million ....

(iii) Exceed $100 million but less than or equal to $1 billion

(iv) Exceed $1 billion but less than or equal to $10 billion ..

(v) Exceed $10 billion but less than or equal to $20 billion .

(vi) Exceed $20 billion ...

$750,000.

Total Federal awards expended times .03.
$3 million.

Total Federal awards expended times .003.
$30 million.

Total Federal awards expended times .0015.

(2) Federal programs not labeled
Type A under paragraph (b)(1) of this
section must be labeled Type B pro-
grams.

(3) The inclusion of large loan and
loan guarantees (loans) must not result
in the exclusion of other programs as
Type A programs. When a Federal pro-
gram providing loans exceeds four
times the largest non-loan program it
is considered a large loan program, and
the auditor must consider this Federal

program as a Type A program and ex-
clude its values in determining other
Type A programs. This recalculation of
the Type A program is performed after
removing the total of all large loan
programs. For the purposes of this
paragraph a program is only considered
to be a Federal program providing
loans if the value of Federal awards ex-
pended for loans within the program
comprises fifty percent or more of the
total Federal awards expended for the
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program. A cluster of programs is
treated as one program and the value
of Federal awards expended under a
loan program is determined as de-
scribed in §75.502.

(4) For biennial audits permitted
under §75.504, the determination of
Type A and Type B programs must be
based upon the Federal awards ex-
pended during the two-year period.

(c) Step two. (1) The auditor must
identify Type A programs which are
low-risk. In making this determina-
tion, the auditor must consider wheth-
er the requirements in §75.519(c), the
results of audit follow-up, or any
changes in personnel or systems affect-
ing the program indicate significantly
increased risk and preclude the pro-
gram from being low risk. For a Type
A program to be considered low-risk, it
must have been audited as a major pro-
gram in at least one of the two most
recent audit periods (in the most re-
cent audit period in the case of a bien-
nial audit), and, in the most recent
audit period, the program must have
not had:

(i) Internal control deficiencies
which were identified as material
weaknesses in the auditor’s report on
internal control for major programs as
required under §75.515(c);

(ii) A modified opinion on the pro-
gram in the auditor’s report on major
programs as required under §75.515(c);
or

(iii) Known or likely questioned costs
that exceed five percent of the total
Federal awards expended for the pro-
gram.

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (c)(1)
of this section, OMB may approve an
HHS awarding agency’s request that a
Type A program may not be considered
low risk for a certain recipient. For ex-
ample, it may be necessary for a large
Type A program to be audited as a
major program each year at a par-
ticular recipient to allow the HHS
awarding agency to comply with 31
U.S.C. 3515. The HHS awarding agency
must notify the recipient and, if
known, the auditor of OMB’s approval
at least 180 calendar days prior to the
end of the fiscal year to be audited.

(d) Step three. (1) The auditor must
identify Type B programs which are
high-risk using professional judgment
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and the criteria in §75.519. However,
the auditor is not required to identify
more high-risk Type B programs than
at least one fourth the number of low-
risk Type A programs identified as low-
risk under Step 2 (paragraph (c) of this
section). Except for known material
weakness in internal control or compli-
ance problems as discussed in
§75.5619(b)(1), (b)(2), and (c)(1), a single
criteria in risk would seldom cause a
Type B program to be considered high-
risk. When identifying which Type B
programs to risk assess, the auditor is
encouraged to use an approach which
provides an opportunity for different
high-risk Type B programs to be au-
dited as major over a period of time.

(2) The auditor is not expected to per-
form risk assessments on relatively
small Federal programs. Therefore, the
auditor is only required to perform risk
assessments on Type B programs that
exceed twenty-five percent (0.25) of the
Type A threshold determined in Step 1
(paragraph (b) of this section).

(e) Step four. At a minimum, the
auditor must audit all of the following
as major programs:

(1) All Type A programs not identi-
fied as low risk under step two (para-
graph (c¢)(1) of this section).

(2) All Type B programs identified as
high-risk under step three (paragraph
(d) of this section).

(3) Such additional programs as may
be necessary to comply with the per-
centage of coverage rule discussed in
paragraph (f) of this section. This may
require the auditor to audit more pro-
grams as major programs than the
number of Type A programs.

(f) Percentage of coverage rule. If the
auditee meets the criteria in §75.520,
the auditor need only audit the major
programs identified in Step 4 (para-
graph (e)(1) and (2) of this section) and
such additional Federal programs with
Federal awards expended that, in ag-
gregate, all major programs encompass
at least 20 percent (0.20) of total Fed-
eral awards expended. Otherwise, the
auditor must audit the major programs
identified in Step 4 (paragraphs (e)(1)
and (2) of this section) and such addi-
tional Federal programs with Federal
awards expended that, in aggregate, all
major programs encompass at least 40
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percent (0.40) of total Federal awards
expended.

(g) Documentation of risk. The auditor
must include in the audit documenta-
tion the risk analysis process used in
determining major programs.

(h) Auditor’s judgment. When the
major program determination was per-
formed and documented in accordance
with this subpart, the auditor’s judg-
ment in applying the risk-based ap-
proach to determine major programs
must be presumed correct. Challenges
by Federal agencies and pass-through
entities must only be for clearly im-
proper use of the requirements in this
part. However, Federal agencies and
pass-through entities may provide
auditors guidance about the risk of a
particular Federal program and the
auditor must consider this guidance in
determining major programs in audits
not yet completed.

§75.519 Criteria for Federal program
risk.

(a) General. The auditor’s determina-
tion should be based on an overall eval-
uation of the risk of noncompliance oc-
curring that could be material to the
Federal program. The auditor must
consider criteria, such as described in
paragraphs (b), (¢), and (d) of this sec-
tion, to identify risk in Federal pro-
grams. Also, as part of the risk anal-
ysis, the auditor may wish to discuss a
particular Federal program with
auditee management and the Federal
agency or pass-through entity.

(b) Current and prior audit experience.
(1) Weaknesses in internal control over
Federal programs would indicate high-
er risk. Consideration should be given
to the control environment over Fed-
eral programs and such factors as the
expectation of management’s adher-
ence to Federal statutes, regulations,
and the terms and conditions of Fed-
eral awards and the competence and
experience of personnel who administer
the Federal programs.

(i) A Federal program administered
under multiple internal control struc-
tures may have higher risk. When as-
sessing risk in a large single audit, the
auditor must consider whether weak-
nesses are isolated in a single oper-
ating unit (e.g., one college campus) or
pervasive throughout the entity.

§75.519

(ii) When significant parts of a Fed-
eral program are passed through to
subrecipients, a weak system for moni-
toring subrecipients would indicate
higher risk.

(2) Prior audit findings would indi-
cate higher risk, particularly when the
situations identified in the audit find-
ings could have a significant impact on
a Federal program or have not been
corrected.

(3) Federal programs not recently au-
dited as major programs may be of
higher risk than Federal programs re-
cently audited as major programs with-
out audit findings.

(c) Oversight exercised by Federal agen-
cies and pass-through entities. (1) Over-
sight exercised by Federal agencies or
pass-through entities could be used to
assess risk. For example, recent moni-
toring or other reviews performed by
an oversight entity that disclosed no
significant problems would indicate
lower risk, whereas monitoring that
disclosed significant problems would
indicate higher risk.

(2) Federal agencies, with the concur-
rence of OMB, may identify Federal
programs that are higher risk. OMB
will provide this identification in the
compliance supplement.

(d) Inherent risk of the Federal pro-
gram. (1) The nature of a Federal pro-
gram may indicate risk. Consideration
should be given to the complexity of
the program and the extent to which
the Federal program contracts for
goods and services. For example, Fed-
eral programs that disburse funds
through third party contracts or have
eligibility criteria may be of higher
risk. Federal programs primarily in-
volving staff payroll costs may have
high risk for noncompliance with re-
quirements of §75.430, but otherwise be
at low risk.

(2) The phase of a Federal program in
its life cycle at the Federal agency
may indicate risk. For example, a new
Federal program with new or interim
regulations may have higher risk than
an established program with time-test-
ed regulations. Also, significant
changes in Federal programs, statutes,
regulations, or the terms and condi-
tions of Federal awards may increase
risk.
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(3) The phase of a Federal program in
its life cycle at the auditee may indi-
cate risk. For example, during the first
and last years that an auditee partici-
pates in a Federal program, the risk
may be higher due to start-up or close-
out of program activities and staff.

(4) Type B programs with larger Fed-
eral awards expended would be of high-
er risk than programs with substan-
tially smaller Federal awards ex-
pended.

§75.520 Criteria for a low-risk auditee.

An auditee that meets all of the fol-
lowing conditions for each of the pre-
ceding two audit periods must qualify
as a low-risk auditee and be eligible for
reduced audit coverage in accordance
with §75.518.

(a) Single audits were performed on
an annual basis in accordance with the
provisions of this subpart, including
submitting the data collection form
and the reporting package to the FAC
within the timeframe specified in
§75.512 . A non-Federal entity that has
biennial audits does not qualify as a
low-risk auditee.

(b) The auditor’s opinion on whether
the financial statements were prepared
in accordance with GAAP, or a basis of
accounting required by state law, and
the auditor’s in relation to opinion on
the schedule of expenditures of Federal
awards were unmodified.

(c) There were no deficiencies in in-
ternal control which were identified as
material weaknesses under the require-
ments of GAGAS.

(d) The auditor did not report a sub-
stantial doubt about the auditee’s abil-
ity to continue as a going concern.

(e) None of the Federal programs had
audit findings from any of the fol-
lowing in either of the preceding two
audit periods in which they were classi-
fied as Type A programs:

(1) Internal control deficiencies that
were identified as material weaknesses
in the auditor’s report on internal con-
trol for major programs as required
under §75.515(c);

(2) A modified opinion on a major
program in the auditor’s report on
major programs as required under
§75.5615(c); or

(3) Known or likely questioned costs
that exceeded five percent of the total
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Federal awards expended for a Type A
program during the audit period.

MANAGEMENT DECISIONS

§75.521 Management decision.

(a) General. The management deci-
sion must clearly state whether or not
the audit finding is sustained, the rea-
sons for the decision, and the expected
auditee action to repay disallowed
costs, make financial adjustments, or
take other action. If the auditee has
not completed corrective action, a
timetable for follow-up should be
given. Prior to issuing the manage-
ment decision, the Federal agency or
pass-through entity may request addi-
tional information or documentation
from the auditee, including a request
for auditor assurance related to the
documentation, as a way of mitigating
disallowed costs. The management de-
cision should describe any appeal proc-
ess available to the auditee. While not
required, the Federal agency or pass-
through entity may also issue a man-
agement decision on findings relating
to the financial statements which are
required to be reported in accordance
with GAGAS.

(b) Federal agency. As provided in
§75.5613(a)(3)(vii), the cognizant agency
for audit must be responsible for co-
ordinating a management decision for
audit findings that affect the programs
of more than one Federal agency. As
provided in §75.513(¢c)(3), a Federal
awarding agency is responsible for
issuing a management decision for
findings that relate to Federal awards
it makes to non-Federal entities.

(c) Pass-through entity. As provided in
§75.352(d), the pass-through entity
must be responsible for issuing a man-
agement decision for audit findings
that relate to Federal awards it makes
to subrecipients.

(d) Time requirements. The HHS
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty responsible for issuing a manage-
ment decision must do so within six
months of acceptance of the audit re-
port by the FAC. The auditee must ini-
tiate and proceed with corrective ac-
tion as rapidly as possible and correc-
tive action should begin no later than
upon receipt of the audit report.

358



Dept. of Health and Human Services

(e) Reference numbers. Management
decisions must include the reference
numbers the auditor assigned to each
audit finding in accordance with
§75.516(c).

APPENDIX I TO PART 75—FULL TEXT OF
NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY

The full text of the notice of funding op-
portunity is organized in sections. The re-
quired format outlined in this appendix indi-
cates immediately following the title of each
section whether that section is required in
every announcement or is an HHS awarding
agency option. The format is designed so
that similar types of information will appear
in the same sections in announcements of
different Federal funding opportunities. To-
ward that end, there is text in each of the
following sections to describe the types of in-
formation that an HHS awarding agency
would include in that section of an actual
announcement.

An HHS awarding agency that wishes to
include information that the format does not
specifically discuss may address that subject
in whatever section(s) is most appropriate.
For example, if an HHS awarding agency
chooses to address performance goals in the
announcement, it might do so in the funding
opportunity description, the application con-
tent, or the reporting requirements.

Similarly, when this format calls for a
type of information to be in a particular sec-
tion, an HHS awarding agency wishing to ad-
dress that subject in other sections may
elect to repeat the information in those sec-
tions or use cross references between the sec-
tions (there should be hyperlinks for cross-
references in any electronic versions of the
announcement). For example, an HHS award-
ing agency may want to include in Section A
information about the types of non-Federal
entities who are eligible to apply. The for-
mat specifies a standard location for that in-
formation in Section C.1 but that does not
preclude repeating the information in Sec-
tion I or creating a cross reference between
Sections A and C.1, as long as a potential ap-
plicant can find the information quickly and
easily from the standard location.

The sections of the full text of the an-
nouncement are described in the following
paragraphs.

A. Program Description—Required

This section contains the full program de-
scription of the funding opportunity. It may
be as long as needed to adequately commu-
nicate to potential applicants the areas in
which funding may be provided. It describes
the HHS awarding agency’s funding prior-
ities or the technical or focus areas in which
the HHS awarding agency intends to provide
assistance. As appropriate, it may include
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any program history (e.g., whether this is a
new program or a new or changed area of
program emphasis). This section may com-
municate indicators of successful projects
(e.g., if the program encourages collaborative
efforts) and may include examples of
projects that have been funded previously.
This section also may include other informa-
tion the HHS awarding agency deems nec-
essary, and must at a minimum include cita-
tions for authorizing statutes and regula-
tions for the funding opportunity.

B. Federal Award Information—Required

This section provides sufficient informa-
tion to help an applicant make an informed
decision about whether to submit a proposal.
Relevant information could include the total
amount of funding that the HHS awarding
agency expects to award through the an-
nouncement; the anticipated number of Fed-
eral awards; the expected amounts of indi-
vidual Federal awards (which may be a
range); the amount of funding per Federal
award, on average, experienced in previous
years; and the anticipated start dates and
periods of performance for new Federal
awards. This section also should address
whether applications for renewal or sup-
plementation of existing projects are eligible
to compete with applications for new Fed-
eral awards.

This section also must indicate the type(s)
of assistance instrument (e.g., grant, cooper-
ative agreement) that may be awarded if ap-
plications are successful. If cooperative
agreements may be awarded, this section ei-
ther should describe the ‘‘substantial in-
volvement’ that the HHS awarding agency
expects to have or should reference where
the potential applicant can find that infor-
mation (e.g., in the funding opportunity de-
scription in section A. or Federal award ad-
ministration information in Section D. If
procurement contracts also may be awarded,
this must be stated.

C. Eligibility Information

This section addresses the considerations
or factors that determine applicant or appli-
cation eligibility. This includes the eligi-
bility of particular types of applicant organi-
zations, any factors affecting the eligibility
of the principal investigator or project direc-
tor, and any criteria that make particular
projects ineligible. HHS agencies should
make clear whether an applicant’s failure to
meet an eligibility criterion by the time of
an application deadline will result in the
HHS awarding agency returning the applica-
tion without review or, even though an ap-
plication may be reviewed, will preclude the
HHS awarding agency from making a Fed-
eral award. Key elements to be addressed
are:
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