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Small Business Administration § 121.702 

SIZE AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION 
RESEARCH (SBIR) AND SMALL BUSI-
NESS TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER (STTR) 
PROGRAMS 

§ 121.701 What SBIR and STTR pro-
grams are subject to size and eligi-
bility determinations and what defi-
nitions are important? 

(a) These sections apply to SBA’s 
SBIR and STTR programs, 15 U.S.C. 
638. 

(b) Definitions—(1) Funding agreement 
officer means a contracting officer, a 
grants officer, or a cooperative agree-
ment officer. 

(2) Funding agreement means any con-
tract, grant or cooperative agreement 
entered into between any Federal agen-
cy and any small business for the pur-
poses of the SBIR or STTR program. 

(3) Hedge fund has the meaning given 
that term in section 13(h)(2) of the 
Bank Holding Company Act of 1956 (12 
U.S.C. 1851(h)(2)). The hedge fund must 
have a place of business located in the 
United States and be created or orga-
nized in the United States, or under 
the law of the United States or of any 
State. 

(4) Portfolio company means any com-
pany that is owned in whole or part by 
a venture capital operating company, 
hedge fund, or private equity firm. 

(5) Private equity firm has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘private equity fund’’ 
in section 13(h)(2) of the Bank Holding 
Company Act of 1956 (12 U.S.C. 
1851(h)(2)). The private equity firm 
must have a place of business located 
in the United States and be created or 
organized in the United States, or 
under the law of the United States or 
of any State. 

(6) Venture capital operating company 
means an entity described in 
§ 121.103(b)(5)(i), (v), or (vi). The venture 
capital operating company must have a 
place of business located in the United 
States and be created or organized in 
the United States, or under the law of 
the United States or of any State. 

[77 FR 76225, Dec. 27, 2012] 

§ 121.702 What size and eligibility 
standards are applicable to the 
SBIR and STTR programs? 

To be eligible for award of funding 
agreements in SBA’s SBIR and STTR 
programs, a business concern must 
meet the requirements below at the 
time of award of an SBIR or STTR 
Phase I or Phase II funding agreement: 

(a) Ownership and control for the SBIR 
program. (1) An SBIR awardee must: 

(i) Be a concern which is more than 
50% directly owned and controlled by 
one or more individuals (who are citi-
zens or permanent resident aliens of 
the United States), other small busi-
ness concerns (each of which is more 
than 50% directly owned and controlled 
by individuals who are citizens or per-
manent resident aliens of the United 
States), an Indian tribe, ANC or NHO 
(or a wholly owned business entity of 
such tribe, ANC or NHO), or any com-
bination of these; 

(ii) Be a concern which is more than 
50% owned by multiple venture capital 
operating companies, hedge funds, pri-
vate equity firms, or any combination 
of these (for agencies electing to use 
the authority in 15 U.S.C. 638(dd)(1)); or 

(iii) Be a joint venture in which each 
entity to the joint venture must meet 
the requirements set forth in para-
graph (a)(1)(i) or (a)(1)(ii) of this sec-
tion. A joint venture that includes one 
or more concerns that meet the re-
quirements of paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of 
this section must comply with 
§ 121.705(b) concerning registration and 
proposal requirements. 

(2) No single venture capital oper-
ating company, hedge fund, or private 
equity firm may own more than 50% of 
the concern unless that single venture 
capital operating company, hedge fund, 
or private equity firm qualifies as a 
small business concern that is more 
than 50% directly owned and controlled 
by individuals who are citizens or per-
manent resident aliens of the United 
States. 

(3) If an Employee Stock Ownership 
Plan owns all or part of the concern, 
each stock trustee and plan member is 
considered an owner. 

(4) If a trust owns all or part of the 
concern, each trustee and trust bene-
ficiary is considered an owner. 
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