
411 

Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 381.37 

(x) A buzzer shall be located within 
easy reach of the online carcass inspec-
tor to be used by the carcass inspector 
to alert the inspector-in-charge, offline 
inspectors, or establishment manage-
ment of conditions that require their 
attention. 

(2) The following provisions apply to 
pre-chill and post-chill offline 
verification inspection stations: 

(i) One or more offline verification 
inspection stations must be located at 
the end of the line or lines prior to the 
chiller. One or more offline verification 
inspection stations must also be lo-
cated after the chiller or chillers. The 
Agency will determine the total num-
ber of offline verification inspection 
stations needed in establishments hav-
ing more than one processing line or 
more than one chiller. 

(ii) Floor space for all offline 
verification inspection stations must 
consist of a minimum of 3 feet along 
each conveyor line and after each chill-
er, as applicable, to allow carcasses to 
be removed for evaluation by the 
verification inspector. The space must 
be level and protected from all traffic 
and overhead obstructions. 

(iii) At the pre-chill location, the 
vertical distance from the bottom of 
the shackles to the floor must not be 
less than 48 inches. 

(iv) At each offline verification in-
spection station, a table designed to be 
readily cleanable and drainable must 
be provided for offline verification in-
spectors to conduct offline verification 
activities. At turkey slaughter estab-
lishments, the table must be at least 3 
feet wide, 2 feet deep, and 3 feet high. 
At all other poultry slaughter estab-
lishments, the table must be at least 2 
feet wide, 2 feet deep, and 3 feet high 

(v) A minimum of 200 foot-candles of 
shadow-free lighting with a minimum 
color rendering index of 85 on the table 
surface must be provided. 

(vi) The establishment must provide 
a separate clipboard holder for holding 
recording sheets; or alternatively, the 
establishment may provide electronic 
means for the offline verification in-
spector to record inspection results. 

(vii) Hangback racks designed to hold 
at least 10 carcasses must be provided 
and positioned within easy reach of the 
offline verification inspector. 

(viii) Hand washing facilities must be 
provided within easy access of all off-
line verification inspection stations. 

(3) Each young chicken establish-
ment operating under the New Poultry 
Inspection System must provide a loca-
tion at a point along the production 
line after the carcasses are eviscerated 
at which an inspector may safely and 
properly inspect for leukosis the first 
300 carcasses of each flock together 
with associated viscera either uni-
formly trailing or leading, or otherwise 
identified with the corresponding car-
cass. The leukosis inspection area must 
provide a minimum of 200 foot-candles 
of shadow-free lighting on the surface 
where the viscera are inspected. 

(4) A trough or other similar drain-
age facility must extend beneath the 
conveyor at all places where processing 
operations are conducted from the 
point where the carcass is opened to 
the point where trimming has been per-
formed. The trough must be of suffi-
cient width to preclude trimmings, 
drippage, and debris from accumu-
lating on the floor or platforms. The 
clearance between suspended carcasses 
and the trough must be sufficient to 
preclude contamination of carcasses by 
splashing. 

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 38 
FR 9794, Apr. 20, 1973; 47 FR 23434, May 28, 
1982; 49 FR 42554, Oct. 23, 1984; 50 FR 37512, 
Sept. 16, 1985; 52 FR 39209, Oct. 21, 1987; 64 FR 
56416, Oct. 20, 1999; 66 FR 22905, May 7, 2001; 
79 FR 49633, Aug. 21, 2014] 

§ 381.37 Schedule of operations. 
(a) No operations requiring inspec-

tion shall be conducted except under 
the supervision of an Inspection Serv-
ice employee. All eviscerating of poul-
try and further processing shall be 
done with reasonable speed, consid-
ering the official establishment’s fa-
cilities. 

(b) A shift is a regularly scheduled 
operating period, exclusive of meal-
time. One lunch period is the only offi-
cial authorized interruption in the in-
spector’s tour of duty once it begins. 
Lunch periods may be 30 minutes, 45 
minutes, or in any case may not exceed 
one hour in duration. Once established, 
the lunch period must remain rel-
atively constant as to time and dura-
tion. Lunch periods for inspectors shall 
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not, except as provided herein, occur 
prior to 4 hours after the beginning of 
scheduled operations nor later than 5 
hours after operations begin. In plants 
where a company rest break of not less 
than 30 minutes is regularly observed, 
approximately midpoint between start 
of work and the lunch period, and the 
inspector is allowed this time to meet 
his personal needs, the lunch period 
may be scheduled as long as 51⁄2 hours 
after the beginning of scheduled oper-
ations. 

(c) Official establishments, import-
ers, and exporters shall be provided in-
spection service, without charge, up to 
8 hours per shift during the basic work-
week subject to the provisions of 
§ 381.38: Provided, That any additional 
shifts meet requirements as deter-
mined by the Administrator or his des-
ignee. The basic workweek shall con-
sist of 5 consecutive 8-hour days within 
the administrative workweek Sunday 
through Saturday, except that, when 
possible, the Department shall sched-
ule the basic workweek so as to consist 
of 5 consecutive 8-hour days Monday 
through Friday. The 8-hour day ex-
cludes the lunch period but shall in-
clude activities deemed necessary by 
the Agency to fully carry out an in-
spection program, including the time 
for FSIS inspection program personnel 
to put on required gear, pick up re-
quired forms and walk to a work sta-
tion; and the time for FSIS inspection 
program personnel to return from a 
work station, drop off required forms, 
and remove required gear; and to con-
duct duties scheduled by FSIS, includ-
ing administrative duties. The Depart-
ment may depart from the basic work-
week in those cases where maintaining 
such a schedule would seriously handi-
cap the Department in carrying out its 
functions. These provisions are applica-
ble to all official establishments except 
in certain cases as provided in 
§ 381.145(h) of this subchapter. 

(d)(1) Each official establishment 
shall submit a work schedule to the 
area supervisor for approval. In consid-
eration of whether the approval of an 
establishment work schedule shall be 
given, the area supervisor shall take in 
account the efficient and effective use 
of inspection personnel. The work 
schedule must specify the workweek, 

daily clock hours of operation, and 
lunch periods for all departments of 
the establishment requiring inspection. 

(2) Establishments shall maintain 
consistent work schedules. Any request 
by an establishment for a change in its 
work schedule involving changes in the 
workweek or an addition or elimi-
nation of shifts shall be submitted to 
the area supervisor at least 2 weeks in 
advance of the proposed change. Fre-
quent requests for change shall not be 
approved: Provided, however, Minor de-
viations from a daily operating sched-
ule may be approved by the inspector 
in charge if such request is received on 
the day preceding the day of change. 

(3) Requests for inspection service 
outside an approved work schedule 
shall be made as early in the day as 
possible for overtime work to be per-
formed within that same workday; or 
made prior to the end of the day’s oper-
ation when such a request will result in 
overtime service at the start of the fol-
lowing day: Provided, That an inspector 
may be recalled to his assignment after 
the completion of his daily tour of duty 
under the provisions of § 381.39(b). 

[40 FR 45800, Oct. 3, 1975, as amended at 40 FR 
50719, Oct. 31, 1975; 41 FR 15401, Apr. 13, 1976; 
48 FR 6893, Feb. 16, 1983; 51 FR 32304, Sept. 11, 
1986; 76 FR 33980, June 10, 2011; 77 FR 59294, 
Sept. 27, 2012] 

§ 381.38 Overtime and holiday inspec-
tion service. 

(a) The management of an official es-
tablishment, an importer, or an ex-
porter shall reimburse the Program, at 
the rate specified in § 391.3, for the cost 
of the inspection service furnished on 
any holiday specified in paragraph (b) 
of this section; or for more than 8 
hours on any day, or more than 40 
hours in any administrative workweek 
Sunday through Saturday. 

(b) Holidays for Federal employees 
shall be New Year’s Day, January 1; 
Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
the third Monday in January; Washing-
ton’s Birthday, the third Monday in 
February; Memorial Day, the last Mon-
day in May; Independence Day, July 4; 
Labor Day, the first Monday in Sep-
tember; Columbus Day, the second 
Monday in October; Veterans’ Day, No-
vember 11; Thanksgiving Day, the 
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