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may claim same within 5 years from 
the date of the veteran’s death. If 
claimant is under any legal disability 
(as a minor, incompetent, etc.) at the 
date of the veteran’s death, the 5-year 
period begins upon the termination of 
removal of legal disability. Such 
claims are for settlement by the field 
facility which had originally made the 
deposit. In the event of doubt as to en-
titlement or the necessity of legal pro-
ceedings to obtain assets for the ben-
efit of the General Post Fund, the case 
will be referred to the Chief Attorney 
of jurisdiction for advice and/or appro-
priate action. Any necessary court 
costs or expenses will be paid from the 
appropriation, General Operating Ex-
penses, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

[33 FR 1073, Jan. 27, 1968] 

OPERATION OF LOST AND FOUND SERVICE 

§ 12.24 Operation of lost and found 
service. 

Unless maintained by the Public 
Buildings Service, the lost and found 
service will be maintained by an em-
ployee designated by the Manager to be 
known as the lost and found custodian. 
VA Form 3771, Record of Lost or Found 
Article, will be used for recording arti-
cles of any personal property lost or 
found. Every effort will be made to de-
termine rightful ownership of found ar-
ticles and to recover items which have 
been reported lost. Currency, including 
readily negotiable instruments, found 
and delivered to the lost and found cus-
todian will not be retained beyond the 
official closing hour. The currency or 
negotiable instruments will be deliv-
ered to the agent cashier before the 
close of business. Individuals claiming 
found articles will furnish complete 
identification and satisfy the facility 
authority of rightful ownership. Where 
more than one individual claims own-
ership the matter will be referred to 
the Manager for decision. All articles 
of personal property remaining un-
claimed for 90 days or more will be dis-
posed of in accordance with § 12.8. 

[21 FR 3875, June 6, 1956] 

PART 13—FIDUCIARY ACTIVITIES 

Sec. 
13.10 Purpose and applicability of other reg-

ulations. 
13.20 Definitions. 
13.30 Beneficiary rights. 
13.40 Representation of beneficiaries in the 

fiduciary program. 
13.50 Suspension of benefits. 
13.100 Fiduciary appointments. 
13.110 Supervised direct payment. 
13.120 Field examinations. 
13.130 Bars to serving as a fiduciary. 
13.140 Responsibilities of fiduciaries. 
13.200 Fiduciary accounts. 
13.210 Fiduciary investments. 
13.220 Fiduciary fees. 
13.230 Protection of beneficiary funds. 
13.240 Funds of beneficiaries less than the 

age of majority. 
13.250 Funds of deceased beneficiaries. 
13.260 Personal funds of patients. 
13.270 Creditors’ claims. 
13.280 Accountings. 
13.300 Onsite reviews. 
13.400 Misuse of benefits. 
13.410 Reissuance and recoupment of mis-

used benefits. 
13.500 Removal of fiduciaries. 
13.510 Fiduciary withdrawals. 
13.600 Appeals. 

AUTHORITY: 38 U.S.C. 501, 5502, 5506–5510, 
6101, 6106–6108, and as noted in specific sec-
tions. 

SOURCE: 83 FR 32738, July 13, 2018, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 13.10 Purpose and applicability of 
other regulations. 

(a) Purpose. The regulations in this 
part implement the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs’ (VA) fiduciary program, 
which is authorized by 38 U.S.C. chap-
ters 55 and 61. The purpose of the fidu-
ciary program is to protect certain VA 
beneficiaries who, as a result of injury, 
disease, or infirmities of advanced age, 
or by reason of being less than the age 
of majority, cannot manage their VA 
benefits. Under this program, VA over-
sees these vulnerable beneficiaries to 
ensure their well-being, and appoints 
and oversees fiduciaries who manage 
these beneficiaries’ benefits. 

(b) Applicability of other regulations. 
Fiduciary matters arise after VA has 
determined that a beneficiary is enti-
tled to benefits, and decisions on fidu-
ciary matters are not decisions on 
claims for VA monetary benefits. Ac-
cordingly, VA’s regulations governing 
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