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and who are traveling on the official 
business of their government or inter-
governmental organization, are author-
ized. 

(b) All transactions otherwise prohib-
ited by this part that are for the con-
duct of the official business of the 
United States Government or of any 
intergovernmental organization of 
which the United States is a member, 
or holds observer status, by employees, 
grantees, or contractors thereof, are 
authorized. 

NOTE TO § 515.562(a) AND (b): Each person re-
lying on the general authorization in this 
paragraph must retain specific records re-
lated to the authorized travel transactions. 
For example, grantees or contractors relying 
on the authorization in this section must re-
tain a copy of their grant or contract with 
the United States Government, foreign gov-
ernment, or intergovernmental organization. 
See §§ 501.601 and 501.602 of this chapter for 
applicable recordkeeping and reporting re-
quirements. 

(c) An entire group does not qualify 
for the general license in paragraph (a) 
of this section merely because some 
members of the group qualify individ-
ually. 

(d) Specific licenses. Specific licenses 
may be issued on a case-by-case basis 
authorizing the travel-related trans-
actions set forth in § 515.560(c) and such 
other transactions as are related to of-
ficial government business that do not 
qualify for the general licenses under 
paragraph (a) or (b) of this section. 

[80 FR 2295, Jan. 16, 2015] 

§ 515.563 Journalistic activities in 
Cuba. 

(a) General license. The travel-related 
transactions set forth in § 515.560(c) and 
such additional transactions as are di-
rectly incident to journalistic activi-
ties in Cuba are authorized, provided 
that: 

(1) The traveler is at least one of the 
following: 

(i) Regularly employed as a jour-
nalist by a news reporting organiza-
tion; 

(ii) Regularly employed as supporting 
broadcast or technical personnel; 

(iii) A freelance journalist with a 
record of previous journalistic experi-
ence working on a freelance journal-
istic project; or 

(iv) Broadcast or technical personnel 
with a record of previous broadcast or 
technical experience, who are sup-
porting a freelance journalist working 
on a freelance journalistic project; and 

(2) The traveler’s schedule of activi-
ties does not include free time or recre-
ation in excess of that consistent with 
a full-time schedule. 

NOTE TO § 515.563(a): Each person relying on 
the general authorization in this paragraph 
must retain specific records related to the 
authorized travel transactions. See §§ 501.601 
and 501.602 of this chapter for applicable rec-
ordkeeping and reporting requirements. 

(b) An entire group does not qualify 
for the general license in paragraph (a) 
of this section merely because some 
members of the group qualify individ-
ually. 

(c) Specific licenses. Specific licenses 
may be issued on a case-by-case basis 
authorizing the travel-related trans-
actions set forth in § 515.560(c) and such 
other transactions as are related to 
journalistic activity in Cuba that do 
not qualify for the general license 
under paragraph (a) of this section. 

[80 FR 2296, Jan. 16, 2015] 

§ 515.564 Professional research and 
professional meetings in Cuba. 

(a) General license—(1) Professional re-
search. The travel-related transactions 
set forth in § 515.560(c) and such addi-
tional transactions as are directly inci-
dent to professional research are au-
thorized, provided that: 

(i) The purpose of the research di-
rectly relates to the traveler’s profes-
sion, professional background, or area 
of expertise, including area of grad-
uate-level full-time study; 

(ii) The traveler’s schedule of activi-
ties does not include free time or recre-
ation in excess of that consistent with 
a full-time schedule of professional re-
search. 

Example to § 515.564(a)(1): The making of a 
documentary film in Cuba would qualify for 
the general license in this section if it is a 
vehicle for presentation of the research con-
ducted pursuant to this section. 

NOTE TO § 515.564(a)(1): A person does not 
qualify as engaging in professional research 
merely because that person is a professional 
who plans to travel to Cuba. 
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(2) Professional meetings. The travel- 
related transactions set forth in 
§ 515.560(c) and such additional trans-
actions as are directly incident to at-
tendance at, or organization of, profes-
sional meetings or conferences in Cuba 
are authorized, provided that: 

(i) For a traveler attending a profes-
sional meeting or conference, the pur-
pose of the meeting or conference di-
rectly relates to the traveler’s profes-
sion, professional background, or area 
of expertise, including area of grad-
uate-level full-time study; 

(ii) For a traveler organizing a pro-
fessional meeting or conference on be-
half of an entity, either the traveler’s 
profession must be related to the orga-
nization of professional meetings or 
conferences or the traveler must be an 
employee or contractor of an entity 
that is organizing the professional 
meeting or conference; and 

(iii) The traveler’s schedule of activi-
ties does not include free time or recre-
ation in excess of that consistent with 
a full-time schedule of attendance at, 
or organization of, professional meet-
ings or conferences. 

NOTE TO § 515.564(a)(2): Transactions inci-
dent to the organization of professional 
meetings or conferences include marketing 
related to such meetings or conferences in 
Cuba. 

NOTE TO § 515.564(a): Each person relying on 
the general authorization in this paragraph 
must retain specific records related to the 
authorized travel transactions. See §§ 501.601 
and 501.602 of this chapter for applicable rec-
ordkeeping and reporting requirements. 

(b) An entire group does not qualify 
for the general license in paragraph (a) 
of this section of this section merely 
because some members of the group 
qualify individually. 

Example to § 515.564(b): A musicologist trav-
els to Cuba to research Cuban music pursu-
ant to the general license for professional re-
search set forth in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. Others who are simply interested in 
music may not engage in travel-related 
transactions with the musicologist in reli-
ance on this general license. For example, an 
art historian who plays in the same band 
with the musicologist would not qualify for 
the general license. 

(c) Certain direct financial transactions 
restricted. Nothing in paragraph (a) of 
this section authorizes a direct finan-
cial transaction prohibited by § 515.209. 

(d) Specific licenses. Specific licenses 
may be issued on a case-by-case basis 
authorizing the travel-related trans-
actions set forth in § 515.560(c) and such 
other transactions as are related to 
professional research or professional 
meetings in Cuba that do not qualify 
for the general license under paragraph 
(a) of this section. 

[80 FR 2296, Jan. 16, 2015, as amended at 81 
FR 4585, Jan. 27, 2016; 81 FR 71377, Oct. 17, 
2016; 82 FR 52000, Nov. 9, 2017] 

§ 515.565 Educational activities. 
(a) General license for educational ac-

tivities. (1) Accredited U.S. under-
graduate or graduate degree-granting 
academic institutions, their students 
enrolled in an undergraduate or grad-
uate degree program at the institution, 
and their full-time permanent employ-
ees, are authorized to engage, under 
the auspices of the institutions, in 
transactions, including the travel-re-
lated transactions set forth in 
§ 515.560(c), that are directly incident to 
the following activities: 

(i) Participation in a structured edu-
cational program in Cuba as part of a 
course offered at the U.S. institution, 
provided the program includes a full 
term, and in no instance includes fewer 
than 10 weeks, of study in Cuba. An in-
dividual planning to engage in such 
transactions must obtain a letter from 
the U.S. institution stating that the in-
dividual is a student currently enrolled 
in an undergraduate or graduate degree 
program at the institution, or is a full- 
time permanent employee of the insti-
tution, and that the Cuba-related trav-
el is part of a structured educational 
program of the U.S. institution that 
will be no shorter than 10 weeks in du-
ration; 

(ii) Noncommercial academic re-
search in Cuba specifically related to 
Cuba and for the purpose of obtaining a 
graduate degree. A student planning to 
engage in such transactions must ob-
tain a letter from the U.S. institution 
stating that the individual is a student 
currently enrolled in a graduate degree 
program at the U.S. institution and 
that the research in Cuba will be ac-
cepted for credit toward that degree; 

(iii) Participation in a formal course 
of study at a Cuban academic institu-
tion, provided the formal course of 
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