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§614.4231

(5) Except as provided in §614.4231,
loans made under title III of the Act
may be secured or unsecured, as appro-
priate for the purpose of the loan and
the documented creditworthiness of
the borrower.

[62 FR 51014, Sept. 30, 1997]

§614.4231 Certain seasonal commodity
loans to cooperatives.

Loans on certain commodities that
are part of government programs shall
comply with the criteria established
for those programs. Security taken on
program commodities shall be con-
sistent with prudent lending practices
and ensure compliance with the gov-
ernment program. The bank shall pro-
vide for periodic review by bank offi-
cials of any custodial activities and
shall provide notice to the custodians
that their activities are subject to re-
view and examination by the Farm
Credit Administration.

[62 FR 51015, Sept. 30, 1997]

§614.4232 Loans to domestic lessors.

Loans and financial assistance ex-
tended by banks for cooperatives and
agricultural credit banks to domestic
lessors to finance equipment or facili-
ties leased by a stockholder of the
bank shall be subject to the following
terms and conditions:

(a) The term of the loan shall not be
longer than the total period of the
lease;

(b) The contract between the lessor
and lessee shall establish that the
leased assets are effectively under the
control of the lessee and that such con-
trol shall continue in effect for essen-
tially all of the term of the lease;

(c) The lessee must hold at least one
share of stock or one participation cer-
tificate; and

(d) The leased equipment and facili-
ties must be primarily for use in the
lessee’s operations in the TUnited
States.

[65 FR 24884, June 19, 1990, as amended at 64
FR 34517, June 28, 1999]

§614.4233 International loans.

Term loans made by banks for co-
operatives and agricultural -credit
banks under the authority of section
3.7(b) of the Act and §613.3200 of this

12 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-19 Edition)

chapter to foreign or domestic parties
who are not shareholders of the bank
shall be subject to the following condi-
tions:

(a) The loan shall be denominated in
a currency to eliminate foreign ex-
change risk on repayment.

(b) The borrower’s obligations shall
be guaranteed or insured against de-
fault under such policies as are avail-
able in the United States and other
countries. Exceptions may be made
where a prospective borrower has had a
longstanding successful business rela-
tionship with an eligible cooperative
borrower or an eligible cooperative
which is not a borrower if the prospec-
tive borrower has a high credit rating
as determined by the bank.

(¢c) For a borrower in which a voting
stockholder of the bank has a majority
ownership interest, financing may be
extended for the full value of the trans-
action; otherwise, financing may be ex-
tended only to approximate the percent
of ownership.

[66 FR 24884, June 19, 1990, as amended at 55
FR 28886, July 16, 1990; 556 FR 50544, Dec. 17,
1990; 56 FR 5927, Feb. 14, 1991; 62 FR 4445, Jan.
30, 19971

Subpart F—Collateral Evaluation
Requirements

SOURCE: 59 FR 46730, Sept. 12, 1994, unless
otherwise noted.

§614.4240 Collateral definitions.

For the purposes of this part, the fol-
lowing definitions shall apply:

(a) Abundance of caution, when used
to describe decisions to require collat-
eral, means that the collateral is taken
in circumstances in which:

(1) It is not required by statute, regu-
lation, or the institution’s policies; and

(2) A prudent lender would extend
credit based on a borrower’s income
and/or other collateral, absent the real
estate, and the decision to extend cred-
it was, in fact, based on other sources
of revenue or collateral.

(b) Appraisal means a written state-
ment independently and impartially
prepared by a qualified appraiser set-
ting forth an opinion as to the market
value of an adequately described prop-
erty as of a specific date(s), supported
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by the presentation and analysis of rel-
evant market information.

(c) Appraisal Foundation means the
Appraisal Foundation established on
November 30, 1987, by professional ap-
praisal organizations, as a not-for-prof-
it corporation under the laws of Illi-
nois, in order to enhance the quality of
professional appraisals.

(d) Appraisal Subcommittee means the
Appraisal Subcommittee of the Federal
Financial Institutions Examination
Council.

(e) Business loan means a loan or
other extension of credit to any cor-
poration, general or limited partner-
ship, business trust, joint venture, sole
proprietorship, or other business entity
(including entities and individuals en-
gaged in farming enterprises).

(f) Cost approach means the process
by which an evaluator establishes an
indicated value by measuring the cur-
rent market cost to construct a repro-
duction of or replacement for the im-
provements, minus the amount of de-
preciation (physical deterioration, or
functional and/or external obsoles-
cence) evident in the structure from all
causes, plus the market value of the
land.

(g) Evaluation means a study of the
nature, quality, or utility of, interest
in, or aspects of, an asset. An evalua-
tion may take the form of a valuation
or an appraisal.

(h) Fee appraiser means a qualified
evaluator who is not an employee of
the party contracting for the comple-
tion of the evaluation and who per-
forms an evaluation on a fee basis. For
purposes of this subpart, a fee ap-
praiser may include a staff evaluator
from another Farm Credit System in-
stitution only if the employing institu-
tion is not operating under joint man-
agement with the contracting institu-
tion. In addition, for purposes of per-
sonal and intangible collateral evalua-
tions, the term ‘‘fee appraiser’” in-
cludes, but is not limited to, certified
public accountants, equipment dealers,
grain buyers, livestock buyers, and
auctioneers.

(i) FIRREA means the Financial In-
stitutions Recovery, Reform, and En-
forcement Act of 1989.

(j) Highest and best use means the rea-
sonable and most probable use of the

§614.4240

property that would result in the high-
est market value of vacant land or im-
proved property, as of the date of valu-
ation; or that use, from among reason-
ably probable and legally alternative
uses, found to be physically possible,
appropriately supported, financially
feasible, and which results in the high-
est land value.

(k) Income capitalization approach
means the procedure that values prop-
erty by measuring the present value of
the expected future benefits of prop-
erty ownership. This value is derived
from either:

(1) Capitalizing a single year’s in-
come expectancy or an annual average
of several years’ income expectancies
at a market-derived capitalization rate
that reflects a specific income pattern,
return on investment, and change in
the value of the investment; or

(2) Discounting the annual cashflows
for the holding period and the rever-
sion at a specified yield rate or speci-
fied yield rates which reflect market
behavior.

(1) Market value means the most prob-
able price that a property should bring
in a competitive and open market
under all conditions requisite to a fair
sale, the buyer and seller each acting
prudently, knowledgeably, and assum-
ing neither is under duress. Implicit in
this definition is the consummation of
a sale as of a specified date and the
passing of title from seller to buyer
under conditions whereby:

(1) Buyer and seller are typically mo-
tivated;

(2) Both parties are well informed or
well advised, and acting in what they
consider their best interests;

(3) A reasonable time is allowed for
exposure in the open market;

(4) Payment is made in terms of cash
in United States dollars or in terms of
financial arrangements comparable
thereto; and

(5) The price represents the normal
consideration for the property sold un-
affected by special or creative financ-
ing or sales concessions granted by
anyone associated with the sale.

(m) Personal property, for purposes of
this subpart, means all tangible and
movable property not considered real
property or fixtures.
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(n) Qualified evaluator means an indi-
vidual who is competent, reputable,
impartial, and has demonstrated suffi-
cient training and experience to prop-
erly evaluate property of the type that
is the subject of the evaluation. For
the purposes of this definition, the
term ‘‘qualified evaluator’ includes an
appraiser or valuator.

(0) Real estate means an identified
parcel or tract of land, including im-
provements, if any.

(p) Real estate-related financial trans-
actions means any transaction involv-
ing:

(1) The sale, lease, purchase, invest-
ment in, or exchange of real property,
including interests in property or the
financing thereof; or

(2) The refinancing of real property
or interests in real property; or

(3) The use of real property or inter-
ests in real property as security for a
loan or investment, including mort-
gage-backed securities.

(a) Real property means all interests,
benefits, and rights inherent in the
ownership of real estate.

(r) Sales comparison approach means
the procedure that values property by
comparing the subject property to
similar properties located in relatively
close proximity, having similar size
and utility, and having been recently
sold in arm’s-length transactions (com-
parable sales). The sales comparison
approach requires the evaluator to es-
timate the degree of similarity and dif-
ference between the subject property
and comparable sales. Such comparison
shall be made on the basis of condi-
tions of sale, financing terms, market
conditions, location, physical charac-
teristics, and income characteristics.
Appropriate adjustments shall be made
to the sales price of the comparable
property based on the identified defi-
ciencies or superiorities of the subject
property to arrive at a probable price
for which the subject property could be
sold on the date of the collateral eval-
uation.

(s) State certified appraiser means any
individual who has satisfied the re-
quirements for and has been certified
as a real estate appraiser by a State or
territory whose requirements for cer-
tification currently meet or exceed the
minimum criteria for certification

12 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-19 Edition)

issued by the Appraiser Qualification
Board of the Appraisal Foundation. No
individual shall be a State certified ap-
praiser unless such individual has
achieved a passing grade on a suitable
examination administered by a State
or territory that is consistent with and
equivalent to the Uniform State Cer-
tification Examination issued or en-
dorsed by the Appraiser Qualification
Board of the Appraisal Foundation. In
addition, the Appraisal Subcommittee
must not have issued a finding that the
policies, practices, or procedures of the
State or territory are inconsistent
with title XI of FIRREA.

(t) State licensed appraiser means any
individual who has satisfied the re-
quirements for licensing and has been
licensed as a real estate appraiser by a
State or territory in which the licens-
ing procedures comply with title XI of
FIRREA and in which the Appraisal
Subcommittee has not issued a finding
that the policies, practices, or proce-
dures of the State or territory are in-
consistent with title XI of FIRREA.

(u) Transaction value means:

(1) For loans or other extensions of
credit, the amount of the loan, loan
commitment, or other extensions of
credit;

(2) For sales, leases, purchases, in-
vestments in, or exchanges of real
property, the market value of the prop-
erty interest involved; and

(3) For the pools of loans or interests
in real property, the transaction value
of the individual loans or the market
value of the real property interests
comprising the pool.

(v) USPAP means the Uniform Stand-
ards of Professional Appraisal Practice
adopted by the Appraisal Foundation.

(w) Valuation means the process of es-
timating a defined value of an identi-
fied interest or interests in a specific
asset or assets as of a given date. A
valuation results from the completion
of a collateral evaluation that does not
require an appraisal.

§614.4245
cies.

Collateral evaluation poli-

(a) The board of directors of each
Farm Credit System institution that
engages in lending or leasing secured
by collateral shall adopt well-defined
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and effective collateral evaluation poli-
cies and standards, that comply with
the regulations in this subpart, to en-
sure that collateral evaluations are:

(1) Sufficiently descriptive and de-
tailed to provide ample support to the
institution’s related credit decisions;

(2) Performed based on criteria estab-
lished for the purpose of determining
the circumstances under which collat-
eral evaluations will be required and
when they will be required. Such cri-
teria must, at a minimum:

(i) Establish when an institution will
require a collateral appraisal com-
pleted under the USPAP rather than a
collateral valuation; and

(ii) Take into account such factors as
market trends, market volatility, and
various types of credit, loan servicing,
collection, and liquidation actions; and

(3) Completed by a qualified eval-
uator in an unbiased manner.

(b) The policies and standards re-
quired by this section shall, at a min-
imum, address the criteria outlined in
§§614.4250 through 614.4267 of this sub-
part.

(c) A Federal land bank association
shall, with the approval of its respec-
tive Farm Credit bank, adopt collat-
eral evaluation policies that are con-
sistent with the bank’s policies and
standards.

(d) An institution’s board of directors
may adopt specific collateral evalua-
tion requirements, consistent with the
regulations in this subpart, for loans
designated as part of a minimum infor-
mation program.

[69 FR 46730, Sept. 12, 1994, as amended at 62
FR 51015, Sept. 30, 1997]

§614.4250 Collateral evaluation stand-
ards.

(a) When real, personal, or intangible
property is taken as security for a loan
or is the subject of a lease, an evalua-
tion of such property shall be per-
formed in accordance with §614.4260
and the institutions’ policies and pro-
cedures. Such a collateral evaluation
shall be identified as either a collateral
valuation or a collateral appraisal.
Specifically, all collateral evaluations
must:

(1) Value the subject property based
upon market value as defined in
§614.4240(1);

§614.4255

(2) Be presented in a written format;

(3) Consider the purpose for which
the property will be used and the prop-
erty’s highest and best use, if different
from the intended use;

(4) Be sufficiently descriptive to en-
able the reader to ascertain the reason-
ableness of the estimated market value
and the rationale for the estimate;

(5) Provide sufficient detail (includ-
ing an identification and description of
the property) and depth of analysis to
reflect the relevant characteristics and
complexity of the subject property;

(6) Analyze and report, as appro-
priate, for real, intangible, and/or per-
sonal property, on:

(i) The current income producing ca-
pacity of the property;

(ii) A reasonable marketing period
for the property;

(iii) The current market conditions
and trends that will affect projected in-
come, to the extent such conditions
will affect the value of the property;

(iv) The appropriate deductions and
discounts as they would apply to the
property, including but not limited to,
those based on the condition of the
property, as well as the specialization
of the operation and property; and

(v) Potential liabilities, including
those associated with any hazardous
waste or other environmental con-
cerns; and

(7) Include in the evaluation report a
certification that the evaluation was
not based on a requested minimum
valuation or specific valuation or ap-
proval of a loan.

(b) For purposes of determining ap-
praisal value as required in section
1.10(a) of the Act, the definition of mar-
ket value and the requirements of this
subpart shall apply.

§614.4255 Independence requirements.

(a) Prohibitions. For all personal and
intangible property, and for all real
property exempted under §614.4260(c) of
this subpart, no person may:

(1) Perform evaluations in connection
with transactions in which such person
has a direct or indirect interest, finan-
cial or otherwise, in the loan or subject
property;

(2) As a director, vote on or approve
a loan decision on which such person
performed a collateral evaluation; or
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(3) As a director, perform a collateral
evaluation in connection with any
transaction on which such person made
or will be required to make a credit de-
cision.

(b) Officers and employees. If the insti-
tution’s internal control procedures re-
quired by §618.8430 of this chapter in-
clude requirements for either a prior
approval or post-review of credit deci-
sions, officers and employees may:

(1) Participate in a vote or approval
involving assets on which they per-
formed a collateral evaluation; or

(2) Perform a collateral evaluation in
connection with a transaction on
which they have made or will be re-
quired to make a credit decision.

(c) Real estate appraiser. Except as
provided in §614.4260(c) of this subpart,
all evaluations of real property that
serve as the primary security for a loan
shall be performed by a qualified real
estate appraiser who has no direct or
indirect interest, financial or other-
wise, in the loan or subject property
and is not engaged in the marketing,
lending, collection, or credit decision
processes of any of the following:

(1) A Farm Credit System institution
making or originating the loan;

(2) A Farm Credit System institution
operating under common management
with the institution making or origi-
nating the loan; or

(3) A Farm Credit System institution
purchasing an interest in the loan.

(d) Fee appraisers. Fee appraisers
shall be engaged directly by the Farm
Credit System institution or its agent,
and shall have no direct or indirect in-
terest, financial or otherwise, in the
property or transaction. A Farm Credit
System institution may accept a real
estate appraisal that was prepared by
an appraiser engaged directly by an-
other Farm Credit System institution,
by a United States Government agen-
cy, a Government-Sponsored Enter-
prise or by a financial institution sub-
ject to title XI of FIRREA.

(e) Loan purchases. No employee who,
acting as a State licensed or State cer-
tified appraiser, performed a real es-
tate appraisal on any collateral sup-
porting a loan shall subsequently par-
ticipate in any decision related to the
loan purchase.

12 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-19 Edition)

§614.4260 Evaluation requirements.

(a) Valuation. Valuations of personal
and intangible property, as well as real
property exempted under paragraph (c)
of this section, shall be performed by
qualified individuals who meet the es-
tablished standards of this subpart and
the Farm Credit System institution ob-
taining the collateral valuation.

(b) Appraisal. (1) Appraisals for real
estate-related financial transactions
with transaction values of more than
$250,000 shall be performed by a quali-
fied appraiser who is a State licensed
or a State certified real estate ap-
praiser.

(2) Appraisals for real estate-related
financial transactions with transaction
values of more than $1,000,000 shall be
performed by a qualified appraiser who
is a State certified real estate ap-
praiser.

(c) Appraisals not required. An ap-
praisal performed by a State certified
or State licensed appraiser is not re-
quired for any real estate-related fi-
nancial transaction in which any of the
following conditions are met:

(1) The transaction value is $250,000
or less;

(2) The transaction is a ‘‘business
loan” as defined in §614.4240(e) that:

(i) Has a transaction value of
$1,000,000 or less; and

(ii) Is not dependent on income de-
rived from the sale or cash rental of
real estate as the primary source of re-
payment;

(3) A lien on real property has been
taken as collateral in an abundance of
caution, and the application, when
evaluated on the five basic credit fac-
tors, without considering the subject
real estate, would support the credit
decision that was based on other
sources of repayment or collateral;

(4) A lien on real estate is not statu-
torily required and has been taken for
purposes other than the real estate’s
value;

(5) Subsequent loan transactions
(which include but are not limited to
loan servicing actions, reamortiza-
tions, modifications of loan terms, and
partial releases), provided that either:

(i) The transaction does not involve
the advancement of new loan funds
other than funds necessary to cover
reasonable closing costs; or
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(ii) There has been no obvious and
material change in market conditions
or physical aspects of the property that
threatens the adequacy of the Farm
Credit System institution’s real estate
collateral protection, even with the ad-
vancement of new loan funds;

(6) A Farm Credit System institution
purchases a loan or an interest in a
loan, pool of loans, or interests in real
property, including mortgage-backed
securities, provided that:

(i) The appraisal prepared for each
loan, pooled loan, or real property in-
terest, when originated, met the stand-
ards of this subpart, other Federal reg-
ulations adopted pursuant to FIRREA,
or the requirements of the government-
sponsored secondary market inter-
mediaries under whose auspices the in-
terest is sold; and

(ii) There has been no obvious and
material change in market conditions
or physical aspects of the property that
would threaten the Farm Credit Sys-
tem institution’s collateral position, or

(7) A Farm Credit System institution
makes or purchases a loan secured by
real estate, which loan is guaranteed
by an agency of the United States Gov-
ernment and is supported by an ap-
praisal that conforms to the require-
ments of the guaranteeing agency.

To qualify for exceptions in para-
graphs (¢)(1) through (c)(7) of this sec-
tion from the requirements of this sub-
part, the institution must have docu-
mentation justifying the use of such
exceptions in the applicable loan
file(s). In addition, the institution
must document that the repayment of
a ‘‘business loan” is not dependent on
income derived from the sale or cash
rental of real estate.

(d) FCA-required appraisals. The FCA
reserves the right to require an ap-
praisal under this subpart whenever it
believes it is necessary to address safe-
ty and soundness issues.

(e) Reciprocity. The requirements of
this subpart are satisfied by the use of
State certified or State licensed ap-
praisers from any State provided that:

(1) The appraiser is qualified to per-
form such appraisals;

(2) The applicable Farm Credit Sys-
tem institution has established policies
providing for such interstate apprais-
als; and

§614.4265

(3) The applicable State appraiser li-
censing and certification agency recog-
nizes the certification or license of the
appraiser’s State of permanent certifi-
cation or licensure.

[69 FR 46730, Sept. 12, 1994, as amended at 60
FR 2687, Jan. 11, 1995]

§614.4265

(a) Real estate shall be valued on the
basis of market value.

(b) Market value shall be determined
by a reasonable valuation method that:

(1) Considers the income capitaliza-
tion approach, the sales comparison ap-
proach, and/or the cost approach, as ap-
propriate, to determine market value;

(2) Explains and documents the
elimination of any approach not used.

(3) Reconciles the market values of
the applicable approaches; and

(c) At a minimum, the institution
shall develop and document the evalua-
tion of the income and debt servicing
capacity for the property and operation
where the transaction value exceeds
$250,000 and the real estate taken as
collateral:

(1) Is an integral part of and supports
the principal source of loan repayment;
or

(2) Is not an integral part of and does
not support the principal source of loan
repayment, but has demonstrable rent-
al market appeal, is statutorily re-
quired, and fully or partially con-
stitutes an integral part of an agricul-
tural or aquatic operation.

(d) The income-earning and debt-
servicing capacity established under
paragraph (c) of this section on such
properties shall be documented as part
of the credit analysis for any related
loan action, whether or not the income
capitalization approach value is used
as the basis for the market value con-
clusion stated in the evaluation report.

(e) Collateral closely aligned with, an
integral part of, and normally sold
with real estate (fixtures) may be in-
cluded in the value of the real estate.
All other collateral associated with the
real estate, but designated as personal
property, shall be evaluated as per-
sonal property in accordance with
§§614.4250 and 614.4266.

(f) The evaluation shall properly
identify all nonagricultural influences,

Real property evaluations.
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including, but not limited to, urban de-
velopment, mineral deposits, and com-
mercial building development value,
and the reasoning supporting the eval-
uator’s highest and best-use conclu-
sion.

(g) Where an evaluation of real prop-
erty is completed by a fee appraiser, as
defined in §614.4240(g), the institution’s
standards shall include provisions for
periodic collateral inspections per-
formed by the institution’s account of-
ficer or appropriate designee.

[69 FR 46730, Sept. 12, 1994, as amended at 71
FR 656387, Nov. 8, 2006; 75 FR 35968, June 24,
2010]

§614.4266 Personal and
property evaluations.

(a) Personal property and intangibles
shall be valued on the basis of market
value in accordance with the institu-
tion’s evaluation standards and poli-
cies.

(b) Personal property evaluations
shall include a source of comparisons
of value (i.e., equipment dealer list-
ings, Blue Book, market sales reports,
etc.) and a description of the property
being evaluated, including location of
the property and, where applicable,
quantity, species/variety, measure/
weight, value per unit and in total,
type of identification (such as brand,
bill of lading, or warehouse receipt),
quality, condition, and date.

(c) Evaluations of intangibles shall
include a review and description of the
documents supporting the property in-
terests and the marketability of the in-
tangible property, including applicable
terms, conditions, and restrictions con-
tained in the document that would af-
fect the value of the property.

(d) Where an evaluation of personal
or intangible property is completed by
a fee appraiser, as defined in
§614.4240(g), the institution’s standards
shall include provisions for periodic
collateral inspections and verification
by the institution’s account officer or
appropriate designee.

(e) When a Farm Credit System insti-
tution deems an appraisal necessary,
personal or intangible property shall be
appraised in accordance with proce-
dures and standards established by the
institution by individuals deemed
qualified by the institution to com-

intangible
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plete the work under the USPAP Com-
petency and Ethics Provisions.

[69 FR 46730, Sept. 12, 1994, as amended at 59
FR 50964, Oct. 6, 1994]

§614.4267 Professional association
membership; competency.

(a) Membership in appraisal organiza-
tions. A State certified appraiser or a
State licensed appraiser may not be ex-
cluded from consideration for an as-
signment for a real estate-related
transaction solely by virtue of mem-
bership or lack of membership in any
particular appraisal organization.

(b) Competency. All staff and fee eval-
uators, including appraisers, per-
forming evaluations in connection with
real, personal, or intangible property
taken as collateral in connection with
extensions of credit must meet the
qualification requirements of this sub-
part. However, an evaluator (as defined
in §614.4240(n)) may not be considered
competent solely by virtue of being
certified, licensed, or accredited. Any
determination of competency shall be
based on the individual’s experience
and educational background as they re-
late to the particular evaluation as-
signment for which such individual is
being considered.

Subpart G [Reserved]

Subpart H—Loan Purchases and
Sales

SOURCE: 57 FR 38247, Aug. 24, 1992, unless
otherwise noted.

§614.4325 Purchase and sale of inter-
ests in loans.

(a) Definitions. For the purposes of
this subpart, the following definitions
shall apply:

(1) Interests in loans means ownership
interests in the principal amount, in-
terest payments, or any aspect of a
loan transaction and transactions in-
volving a pool of loans, including serv-
icing rights.

(2) Lead lender means a lending insti-
tution having a direct contractual rela-
tionship with a borrower to advance
funds, which institution sells or as-
signs an interest or interests in such
loan to one or more other lenders.
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