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Title 3—The President Proc. 9637 

Proclamation 9637 of September 13, 2017 

National Hispanic Heritage Month, 2017 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During National Hispanic Heritage Month, we celebrate the accomplish-
ments of Hispanic Americans who have helped shape our great Nation. We 
are grateful for the many contributions Hispanic American men and women 
make to our society and the vibrancy they weave into our American cul-
ture. 

From America’s earliest days, Hispanic Americans have played a promi-
nent and important role in our national heritage, and Hispanic Americans 
continue to embody the pioneering spirit of America today. Demonstrating 
a steadfast commitment to faith, family, and hard work, Hispanic Ameri-
cans lift up our communities and our economy as entrepreneurs, execu-
tives, and small business owners, and make contributions in areas such as 
science, art, music, politics, academia, government, and sports. In fact, His-
panic-owned small businesses are the fastest growing businesses in Amer-
ica, starting at a pace 15 times the national average over the last decade. 
Hispanic Americans own more than three million American businesses and 
serve with honor in all branches of the Armed Forces, continuing a strong 
legacy of dedication to our country that has seen the Medal of Honor 
awarded to 60 Hispanic Americans. Hispanic Americans are a testament to 
the American promise that anyone can succeed in the United States 
through hard work. 

Hispanic Americans strengthen our bonds with our Latin American neigh-
bors, with whom we share a rich history. We are united with them in hem-
ispheric solidarity, based on a shared commitment to democratic prin-
ciples. To secure a more prosperous, free Western Hemisphere, we are 
working to advance and maintain democracy in the region and secure free 
and fair trade among our regional partners. My Administration is dedicated 
to securing human rights in Cuba and Venezuela, and strengthening our 
cultural and philosophical ties with all our Latin American partners. 

This month, we recognize the countless contributions of Hispanic Ameri-
cans that help make our Nation a thriving and secure land of opportunity. 
To honor the achievements of Hispanic Americans, the Congress by Public 
Law 100–402, as amended, has authorized and requested the President to 
issue annually a proclamation designating September 15 through October 
15 as ‘‘National Hispanic Heritage Month.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 15 through 
October 15, 2017, as National Hispanic Heritage Month. I call upon public 
officials, educators, librarians, and all Americans to observe this month 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand seventeen, and of the 
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Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty- 
second. 

DONALD J. TRUMP 

Proclamation 9638 of September 13, 2017 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2017 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Americans are blessed with many freedoms thanks to the hard-earned bat-
tle victories and tremendous sacrifices of our military men and women. 
The members of our Armed Forces shine a light of freedom throughout the 
world, and as we celebrate our returning heroes, we also remember our he-
roes who never returned home. On National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 
our Nation recognizes all American prisoners of war and service members 
missing in action who have valiantly honored their commitment to this 
great country. 

It is our sacred obligation to pay tribute to the thousands of men and 
women of our Armed Forces who have been imprisoned while serving in 
conflicts and who have yet to return to American soil. We reflect on the 
brave Americans who, while guarding our freedom and our way of life, 
spent years of their youth imprisoned in distant lands. They paid an enor-
mous price and remained dedicated to our sacred principles, even while 
under extreme duress. 

We do not leave our fellow man or woman behind, and we do not rest 
until our mission is complete. For more than three decades, our country 
has conducted investigation and recovery operations in Southeast Asia 
with the help of the governments of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. Wheth-
er in Southeast Asia, or in South Korea, Europe, the South Pacific, and in 
all other corners of the globe, we are committed to this most honorable 
mission of fully accounting for our missing personnel. We are encouraged 
by the progress made, but know our mission is ongoing until every Soldier, 
Sailor, Airman, Coast Guardsman, and Marine missing in the line of duty 
is accounted for. 

As Commander in Chief, it is my solemn duty to keep all Americans safe. 
I will never forget our heroes held prisoner or who have gone missing in 
action while serving their country. Today, we recognize not just the tre-
mendous sacrifices of our service members, but also those of their families 
who still seek answers. We are steadfastly committed to bringing solace to 
those who wait for the fullest possible accounting of their loved ones. 

On September 15, 2017, the stark black and white banner symbolizing 
America’s Missing in Action and Prisoners of War will be flown over the 
White House; the United States Capitol; the Departments of State, Defense, 
and Veterans Affairs; the Selective Service System Headquarters; the World 
War II Memorial; the Korean War Veterans Memorial; the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial; United States post offices; national cemeteries; and other loca-
tions across our country. We raise this flag as a solemn reminder of our 
obligation to always remember the sacrifices made to defend our Nation. 
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