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Health Awareness Month, providing Americans with resources related to 
treatment and services for mental health and substance abuse. 

No American should suffer in silence and solitude. During Mental Health 
Awareness Month, I encourage all Americans to seek to better understand 
mental illness and to look for opportunities to help those with mental 
health issues. We must support those in need and remain committed to 
hope and healing. Through compassion and committed action, we will en-
rich the spirit of the American people and improve the well-being of our 
Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2017 as National 
Mental Health Awareness Month. I call upon all Americans to support citi-
zens suffering from mental illness, raise awareness of mental health condi-
tions through appropriate programs and activities, and commit our Nation 
to innovative prevention, diagnosis, and treatment. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand seventeen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-first. 

DONALD J. TRUMP 

Proclamation 9604 of May 1, 2017 

Law Day, U.S.A., 2017 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Today, we celebrate Law Day, as we have since President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower first commemorated it in 1958, and reflect upon our great heritage 
of liberty, justice, and equality. Our Founders risked their lives, fortunes, 
and sacred honor in defense of these values. More than 240 years ago, they 
set pen to paper and declared to the world ‘‘that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.’’ The Declara-
tion of Independence thus set our Nation on its revolutionary and trans-
formative path to protecting people’s inherent, individual rights and lib-
erties from the tyranny of an elite few who might use the powers of the 
state to trample upon them. 

To protect the values for which they fought, the Framers of our Constitu-
tion created a government of limited and separated powers that enables the 
rule of law to prevail over the whims of government officials. As the great 
Justice Antonin Scalia frequently observed, every dictatorship has a bill of 
rights, but paper rights alone will not preserve liberty. It is our Constitu-
tion’s clear division of the sovereign’s power—vesting the power to create 
laws in the Congress, the power to execute laws in the President, and the 
power to interpret laws in an independent judiciary—that enables us to re-
main free and in control of our government. 
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Recognizing, as President Ronald Reagan did, that ‘‘freedom is never more 
than one generation away from extinction,’’ today we pay tribute to the 
government of laws, and not of men, that forms the foundation of our free-
dom. Therefore, on this Law Day, we rededicate ourselves to the rule of 
law, to the separation of powers, and, in the words of President Abraham 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, to the preservation of ‘‘government of the 
people, by the people, for the people.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States 
of America, in accordance with Public Law 87–20, as amended, do hereby 
proclaim May 1, 2017, as Law Day, U.S.A. I urge all Americans, including 
government officials, to observe this day by reflecting upon the importance 
of the rule of law in our Nation and displaying the flag of the United States 
in support of this national observance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand seventeen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-first. 

DONALD J. TRUMP 

Proclamation 9605 of May 4, 2017 

National Day of Prayer, 2017 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

We come together on our National Day of Prayer as one Nation, under God, 
to show gratitude for our many blessings, to give thanks for His providence, 
and to ask for His continued wisdom, strength, and protection as we chart 
a course for the future. We are united in prayer, each according to our own 
faith and tradition, and we believe that in America, people of all faiths, 
creeds, and religions must be free to exercise their natural right to worship 
according to their consciences. 

We are also reminded and reaffirm that all human beings have the right, 
not only to pray and worship according to their consciences, but to practice 
their faith in their homes, schools, charities, and businesses—in private 
and in the public square—free from government coercion, discrimination, 
or persecution. Religion is not merely an intellectual exercise, but also a 
practical one that demands action in the world. Even the many prisoners 
around the world who are persecuted for their faith can pray privately in 
their cells. But our Constitution demands more: the freedom to practice 
one’s faith publicly. 

The religious liberty guaranteed by the Constitution is not a favor from the 
government, but a natural right bestowed by God. Our Constitution and our 
laws that protect religious freedom merely recognize the right that all peo-
ple have by virtue of their humanity. As Thomas Jefferson wisely ques-
tioned: ‘‘can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have re-
moved their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that 
these liberties are the gift of God?’’ 
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