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Permits and Conservation Division, Of-
fice of Protected Resources, NMFS, and 
the Southeast Regional Stranding Co-
ordinator, NMFS, within 24 hours of 
the discovery. Port Dolphin shall pro-
vide photographs or video footage or 
other documentation of the stranded 
animal sighting to NMFS. 

(4) Annual reports. (i) A report sum-
marizing all marine mammal moni-
toring and construction activities shall 
be submitted to NMFS, Office of Pro-
tected Resources, and NMFS, South-
east Regional Office (specific contact 
information to be provided in LOA) fol-
lowing the conclusion of construction 
activities. Thereafter, Port Dolphin 
shall submit annual reports summa-
rizing operations activities. 

(ii) The annual reports shall include 
data collected for each marine mam-
mal species observed in the project 
area. Description of marine mammal 
behavior, overall numbers of individ-
uals observed, frequency of observa-
tion, and any behavioral changes and 
the context of the changes relative to 
activities shall also be included in the 
reports. Additional information that 
shall be recorded during activities and 
contained in the reports include: date 
and time of marine mammal detec-
tions, weather conditions, species iden-
tification, approximate distance from 
the source, and activity at the con-
struction site when a marine mammal 
is sighted. Port Dolphin shall extrapo-
late observed incidences of take to pro-
vide an estimate of actual incidences of 
take. 

(5) Five-year comprehensive report. (i) 
Port Dolphin shall submit a draft com-
prehensive final report to NMFS, Office 
of Protected Resources, and NMFS, 
Southeast Regional Office (specific 
contact information to be provided in 
LOA) 180 days prior to the expiration of 
the regulations. This comprehensive 
technical report shall provide full doc-
umentation of methods, results, and in-
terpretation of all monitoring during 
the first 4.5 years of the activities con-
ducted under the regulations in this 
subpart. 

(ii) Port Dolphin shall submit a re-
vised final comprehensive technical re-
port, including all monitoring results 
during the entire period of the LOAs, 90 
days after the end of the period of ef-

fectiveness of the regulations to 
NMFS, Office of Protected Resources, 
and NMFS, Southeast Regional Office 
(specific contact information to be pro-
vided in LOA). 

§ 217.157 Letters of Authorization. 

(a) To incidentally take marine 
mammals pursuant to these regula-
tions, Port Dolphin must apply for and 
obtain a LOA. 

(b) A LOA, unless suspended or re-
voked, may be effective for a period of 
time not to exceed the expiration date 
of these regulations. 

(c) If an LOA expires prior to the ex-
piration date of these regulations, Port 
Dolphin must apply for and obtain a re-
newal of the LOA. 

(d) In the event of projected changes 
to the activity or to mitigation and 
monitoring measures required by an 
LOA, Port Dolphin must apply for and 
obtain a modification of the LOA as de-
scribed in § 217.158 of this chapter. 

(e) The LOA shall set forth: 
(1) Permissible methods of incidental 

taking; 
(2) Means of effecting the least prac-

ticable adverse impact (i.e., mitigation) 
on the species, its habitat, and on the 
availability of the species for subsist-
ence uses; and 

(3) Requirements for monitoring and 
reporting. 

(f) Issuance of the LOA shall be based 
on a determination that the level of 
taking will be consistent with the find-
ings made for the total taking allow-
able under these regulations. 

(g) Notice of issuance or denial of a 
LOA shall be published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER within 30 days of a deter-
mination. 

§ 217.158 Renewals and modifications 
of Letters of Authorization. 

(a) A LOA issued under §§ 216.106 and 
217.157 of this chapter for the activity 
identified in § 217.151(a) of this chapter 
shall be renewed or modified upon re-
quest by the applicant, provided that: 

(1) The proposed specified activity 
and mitigation, monitoring, and re-
porting measures, as well as the antici-
pated impacts, are the same as those 
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