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§553.14

pursuant to Executive order of the
President.

(8) Any Active Duty Designee as de-
fined in this part.

(b) Derivatively eligible persons. Those
connected to an individual described in
paragraph (a) of this section through a
relationship described in §553.12(b).
Such individuals may be inurned if
space is available in the primarily eli-
gible person’s niche.

§553.14 Eligibility for interment of
cremated remains in the Arlington
National Cemetery Unmarked Area.

(a) The cremated remains of any per-
son eligible for interment in Arlington
National Cemetery as described in
§5563.12 may be interred in the des-
ignated Arlington National Cemetery
Unmarked Area.

(b) Cremated remains must be in-
terred in a biodegradable container or
placed directly into the ground without
a container. Cremated remains are not
authorized to be scattered at this site
or at any location within Arlington
National Cemetery.

(¢c) There will be no headstone or
marker for any person choosing this
method of interment. A permanent reg-
ister will be maintained by the Execu-
tive Director.

(d) Consistent with the one-gravesite-
per-family policy, once a person is in-
terred in the Unmarked Area, any de-
rivatively eligible persons and spouses
must be interred in this manner. This
includes spouses who are also primarily
eligible persons. No additional
gravesite, niche, or memorial marker
in a memorial area will be authorized.

§553.15 Eligibility for group burial in
Arlington National Cemetery.

(a) The Executive Director may au-
thorize a group burial in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery whenever several peo-
ple, at least one of whom is an active
duty service member, die during a mili-
tary-related activity and not all re-
mains can be individually identified.

(b) Before authorizing a group burial
that includes both United States and
foreign decedents, the Executive Direc-
tor will notify the Department of State
and request that the Department of
State notify the appropriate foreign
embassy.
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§553.16 Eligibility for memorialization
in an Arlington National Cemetery
memorial area.

(a) With the authority granted by 38
U.S.C. 2409, a memorial marker may be
placed in an Arlington National Ceme-
tery memorial area to honor the mem-
ory of service members or veterans,
who are eligible for interment under
§5563.12(a) and:

(1) Who are missing in action;

(2) Whose remains have not been re-
covered or identified;

(3) Whose remains were buried at sea,
whether by the member’s or veteran’s
own choice or otherwise;

(4) Whose remains were donated to
science; or

(5) Whose remains were cremated and
the cremated remains were scattered
without interment or inurnment of any
portion of those remains.

(b) When the remains of a primarily
eligible person are unavailable for one
of the reasons listed in paragraph (a) of
this section, and a derivatively eligible
person who predeceased the primarily
eligible person is already interred or
inurned in Arlington National Ceme-
tery, the primarily eligible person may
be memorialized only on the existing
headstone or on a replacement head-
stone, ordered with a new inscription.
Consistent with the one-gravesite-per-
family policy, a separate marker in a
memorial area is not authorized.

(c) When a memorial marker for a
primarily eligible person is already in
place in a memorial area, and a deriva-
tively eligible person is subsequently
interred or inurned in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, an inscription memo-
rializing the primarily eligible person
will be placed on the new headstone or
niche cover. Consistent with the one-
gravesite-per-family policy, the memo-
rial marker will then be removed from
the memorial area.

§553.17 Arlington National Cemetery
interment/inurnment agreement.

(a) A derivatively eligible person who
predeceases the primarily eligible per-
son may be interred or inurned in Ar-
lington National Cemetery only if the
primarily eligible person agrees in
writing to be interred in the same
gravesite or inurned in the same niche
at his or her time of need and that his
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