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IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9428 of April 27, 2016
Law Day, U.S.A., 2016

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Underpinning American democracy and upholding the founding principles
of our Nation, the law enshrines our bedrock belief in equality and justice
for all. Central to securing these ideals is ensuring that every American’s
fundamental, constitutionally-guaranteed individual rights are protected,
and by respecting these rights, our Nation demonstrates its unwavering
dedication to the law. Our fidelity to the rule of law has guided our coun-
try in times of trial and triumph, and it helps us keep faith with our
Founders and with generations to come.

On this year’s Law Day, we celebrate 50 years since the Supreme Court’s
ruling in Miranda v. Arizona. This landmark decision made clear that the
Fifth Amendment ““. . . serves to protect persons in all settings in which
their freedom of action is curtailed in any significant way from being com-
pelled to incriminate themselves.” Miranda v. Arizona institutionalized the
important practice of explaining constitutional rights prior to interrogation.
And it established the important general rule that individuals interrogated
in police custody cannot have their answers admitted into evidence against
them unless they had first been informed of their rights—including the
right to remain silent and the right to have an attorney present.

The Court’s decision in Miranda v. Arizona affirmed that “Equal Justice
Under Law” is more than just words, but a cornerstone of our Nation’s
legal system—the idea that no matter who you are or where you come
from, you will be treated equally and afforded due process. Today, our so-
ciety faces new challenges to this age-old tenet. Our criminal justice system
is in serious need of reform; disparities in stops, arrests, and sentencing
persist; and in too many places distrust exists between community mem-
bers and law enforcement officers. I am committed to ensuring our Nation’s
criminal justice system is fair, smart, and effective. By engaging people
across America, my Task Force on 21st Century Policing has provided a
roadmap for strengthening relationships between local police and the com-
munities they serve, helping to uphold the integrity of our criminal justice
system. My Administration has also taken action to address unfair sen-
tencing disparities that undermine the equitable application of the law, and
we will continue working to bring greater fairness to our criminal justice
system and to ensure that the rule of law remains the foundation of our
country.

Miranda v. Arizona imparts an important lesson: Knowledge of our con-
stitutional rights is an essential component to fully exercising those rights.
Safeguarding the promise of equal justice requires the participation of all
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our citizens, and across America, community and court programs that offer
civic education and prepare members of the public to fulfill their civic re-
sponsibilities are vital to this task.

Chief Justice Earl Warren, the author of the Supreme Court’s decision in
Miranda v. Arizona, once observed that, “In civilized life, law floats in a
sea of ethics.” The law informs right from wrong—it affects the daily re-
ality of our lives and safeguards the birthrights of all Americans. On Law
Day, let us recommit to building a future rooted in the rule of law, in
which our laws apply equally to everyone and all our children know a fair
and just world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, in accordance with Public Law 87-20, as amended, do hereby
proclaim May 1, 2016, as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to ac-
knowledge the importance of our Nation’s legal and judicial systems with
appropriate ceremonies and activities, and to display the flag of the United
States in support of this national observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9429 of April 27, 2016
Loyalty Day, 2016

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America endures because of the generations of our people who have en-
deavored alongside one another, joining their voices and their efforts to en-
sure our Nation lives up to its highest ideals. Driven by the determination
to continue making our society more just and more equal, our work to ful-
fill our country’s potential has always relied on our willingness to see our-
selves in our fellow citizens.

Our Nation has always been at its finest when guided by a spirit of shared
sacrifice and common purpose. It is that spirit that led a small band of pa-
triots to declare our fledgling democracy free from the grasp of tyranny,
that slaves and abolitionists carried in their hearts as they marched forward
on the long journey toward freedom, and that guides the men and women
who wear our country’s uniform in their selfless service. From the unlit
paths of the Underground Railroad to the lunch counters of Greensboro, the
first streets draped in the colors of pride to the highest Court in our land,
we have seen throughout our history that America is inexorably driven for-
ward by those who commit themselves to expanding our founding promise
through extraordinary acts of courage and heroism. We honor that legacy—
that demonstrates that the forces of hope and love of country are strong
enough to overcome even our most deeply entrenched obstacles—by resolv-
ing to carry it forward, by rejecting appeals to prejudice and division in
our time, and by drawing on the hopes and dreams that bind us.
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