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either allowable or unallowable; rath-
er, determination as to allowability in
each case should be based on the treat-
ment provided for similar or related
items of cost, and based on the prin-
ciples described in §§75.402 through
75.411. In case of a discrepancy between
the provisions of a specific Federal
award and the provisions below, the
Federal award governs. Criteria out-
lined in §75.403 must be applied in de-
termining allowability. See also
§75.102.

§75.421 Advertising and public rela-
tions.

(a) The term advertising costs means
the costs of advertising media and cor-
ollary administrative costs. Adver-
tising media include magazines, news-
papers, radio and television, direct
mail, exhibits, electronic or computer
transmittals, and the like.

(b) The only allowable advertising
costs are those which are solely for:

(1) The recruitment of personnel re-
quired by the non-Federal entity for
performance of a Federal award (See
also §75.463);

(2) The procurement of goods and
services for the performance of a Fed-
eral award;

(3) The disposal of scrap or surplus
materials acquired in the performance
of a Federal award except when non-
Federal entities are reimbursed for dis-
posal costs at a predetermined amount;
or

(4) Program outreach and other spe-
cific purposes necessary to meet the re-
quirements of the Federal award.

(c) The term ‘‘public relations’ in-
cludes community relations and means
those activities dedicated to maintain-
ing the image of the non-Federal entity
or maintaining or promoting under-
standing and favorable relations with
the community or public at large or
any segment of the public.

(d) The only allowable public rela-
tions costs are:

(1) Costs specifically required by the
Federal award;

(2) Costs of communicating with the
public and press pertaining to specific
activities or accomplishments which
result from performance of the Federal
award (these costs are considered nec-

§75.425

essary as part of the outreach effort for
the Federal award); or

(3) Costs of conducting general liai-
son with news media and government
public relations officers, to the extent
that such activities are limited to com-
munication and liaison necessary to
keep the public informed on matters of
public concern, such as notices of fund-
ing opportunities, financial matters,
etc.

(e) Unallowable advertising and pub-
lic relations costs include the fol-
lowing:

(1) All advertising and public rela-
tions costs other than as specified in
paragraphs (b) and (d) of this section;

(2) Costs of meetings, conventions,
convocations, or other events related
to other activities of the entity (see
also §75.432), including:

(i) Costs of displays, demonstrations,
and exhibits;

(ii) Costs of meeting rooms, hospi-
tality suites, and other special facili-
ties used in conjunction with shows
and other special events; and

(iii) Salaries and wages of employees
engaged in setting up and displaying
exhibits, making demonstrations, and
providing briefings;

(3) Costs of promotional items and
memorabilia, including models, gifts,
and souvenirs;

(4) Costs of advertising and public re-
lations designed solely to promote the
non-Federal entity.

§75.422 Advisory councils.

Costs incurred by advisory councils
or committees are unallowable unless
authorized by statute, the HHS award-
ing agency or as an indirect cost where
allocable to Federal awards. See
§75.444, applicable to states, local gov-
ernments and Indian tribes.

§75.423 Alcoholic beverages.
Costs of alcoholic beverages are unal-
lowable.

§75.424 Alumni/ae activities.

Costs incurred by IHEs for, or in sup-
port of, alumni/ae activities are unal-
lowable.

§75.425 Audit services.

(a) A reasonably proportionate share
of the costs of audits required by, and
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