
438 

43 CFR Ch. II (10–1–16 Edition) § 3162.3–4 

name in the submission required by 
paragraph (i)(1) of this section. The ge-
neric chemical name must be only as 
nonspecific as is necessary to protect 
the confidential chemical identity, and 
should be the same as or no less de-
scriptive than the generic chemical 
name provided to the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

(k) Requesting a variance from the re-
quirements of this section. 

(1) Individual variance: The operator 
may make a written request to the au-
thorized officer for a variance from the 
requirements under this section. A re-
quest for an individual variance must 
specifically identify the regulatory 
provision of this section for which the 
variance is being requested, explain the 
reason the variance is needed, and dem-
onstrate how the operator will satisfy 
the objectives of the regulation for 
which the variance is being requested. 

(2) State or tribal variance: In co-
operation with a State (for Federal 
lands) or a tribe (for Indian lands), the 
appropriate BLM State Director may 
issue a variance that would apply to all 
wells within a State or within Indian 
lands, or to specific fields or basins 
within the State or the Indian lands, if 
the BLM finds that the variance meets 
the criteria in paragraph (k)(3) of this 
section. A State or tribal variance re-
quest or decision must specifically 
identify the regulatory provision(s) of 
this section for which the variance is 
being requested, explain the reason the 
variance is needed, and demonstrate 
how the operator will satisfy the objec-
tives of the regulation for which the 
variance is being requested. A State or 
tribal variance may be initiated by the 
State, tribe, or the BLM. 

(3) The authorized officer (for an indi-
vidual variance), or the State Director 
(for a State or tribal variance), after 
considering all relevant factors, may 
approve the variance, or approve it 
with one or more conditions of ap-
proval, only if the BLM determines 
that the proposed alternative meets or 
exceeds the objectives of the regulation 
for which the variance is being re-
quested. The decision whether to grant 
or deny the variance request must be 
in writing and is entirely within the 
BLM’s discretion. The decision on a 
variance request is not subject to ad-

ministrative appeals either to the 
State Director (for an individual vari-
ance) or under 43 CFR part 4. 

(4) A variance under this section does 
not constitute a variance to provisions 
of other regulations, laws, or orders. 

(5) Due to changes in Federal law, 
technology, regulation, BLM policy, 
field operations, noncompliance, or 
other reasons, the BLM reserves the 
right to rescind a variance or modify 
any conditions of approval. The au-
thorized officer must provide a written 
justification before a variance is re-
scinded or a condition of approval is 
modified. 

[80 FR 16218, Mar. 26, 2015, as amended at 80 
FR 16577, Mar. 30, 2015] 

§ 3162.3–4 Well abandonment. 
(a) The operator shall promptly plug 

and abandon, in accordance with a plan 
first approved in writing or prescribed 
by the authorized officer, each newly 
completed or recompleted well in 
which oil or gas is not encountered in 
paying quantities or which, after being 
completed as a producing well, is dem-
onstrated to the satisfaction of the au-
thorized officer to be no longer capable 
of producing oil or gas in paying quan-
tities, unless the authorized officer 
shall approve the use of the well as a 
service well for injection to recover ad-
ditional oil or gas or for subsurface dis-
posal of produced water. In the case of 
a newly drilled or recompleted well, 
the approval to abandon may be writ-
ten or oral with written confirmation. 

(b) Completion of a well as plugged 
and abandoned may also include condi-
tioning the well as water supply source 
for lease operations or for use by the 
surface owner or appropriate Govern-
ment Agency, when authorized by the 
authorized officer. All costs over and 
above the normal plugging and aban-
donment expense will be paid by the 
party accepting the water well. 

(c) No well may be temporarily aban-
doned for more than 30 days without 
the prior approval of the authorized of-
ficer. The authorized officer may au-
thorize a delay in the permanent aban-
donment of a well for a period of 12 
months. When justified by the oper-
ator, the authorized officer may au-
thorize additional delays, no one of 
which may exceed an additional 12 
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months. Upon the removal of drilling 
or producing equipment from the site 
of a well which is to be permanently 
abandoned, the surface of the lands dis-
turbed in connection with the conduct 
of operations shall be reclaimed in ac-
cordance with a plan first approved or 
prescribed by the authorized officer. 

[47 FR 47765, Oct. 27, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 48 FR 36583, Aug. 12, 1983, further 
amended at 53 FR 17363, May 16, 1988; 53 FR 
22847, June 17, 1988] 

§ 3162.4 Records and reports. 

§ 3162.4–1 Well records and reports. 
(a) The operator shall keep accurate 

and complete records with respect to 
all lease operations including, but not 
limited to, production facilities and 
equipment, drilling, producing, re-
drilling, deepening, repairing, plugging 
back, and abandonment operations, 
and other matters pertaining to oper-
ations. With respect to production fa-
cilities and equipment, the record shall 
include schematic diagrams as required 
by applicable orders and notices. 

(b) Standard forms for providing 
basic data are listed in NOTE 1 at the 
beginning of this title. As noted on 
Form 3160–4, two copies of all electric 
and other logs run on the well must be 
submitted to the authorized officer. 
Upon request, the operator shall trans-
mit to the authorized officer copies of 
such other records maintained in com-
pliance with paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. 

(c) Not later than the 5th business 
day after any well begins production on 
which royalty is due anywhere on a 
lease site or allocated to a lease site, or 
resumes production in the case of a 
well which has been off production for 
more than 90 days, the operator shall 
notify the authorized officer by letter 
or sundry notice, Form 3160–5, or orally 
to be followed by a letter or sundry no-
tice, of the date on which such produc-
tion has begun or resumed. 

(d) All records and reports required 
by this section shall be maintained for 
6 years from the date they were gen-
erated. In addition, if the Secretary, or 
his/her designee notifies the 
recordholder that the Department of 
the Interior has initiated or is partici-
pating in an audit or investigation in-

volving such records, the records shall 
be maintained until the Secretary, or 
his/her designee, releases the 
recordholder from the obligation to 
maintain such records. 

[47 FR 47765, Oct. 27, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 48 FR 36583, Aug. 12, 1983; 49 FR 
37364, Sept. 21, 1984; 52 FR 5391, Feb. 20, 1987; 
53 FR 17363, May 16, 1988] 

§ 3162.4–2 Samples, tests, and surveys. 
(a) During the drilling and comple-

tion of a well, the operator shall, when 
required by the authorized officer, con-
duct tests, run logs, and make other 
surveys reasonably necessary to deter-
mine the presence, quantity, and qual-
ity of oil, gas, other minerals, or the 
presence or quality of water; to deter-
mine the amount and/or direction of 
deviation of any well from the 
verticial; and to determine the rel-
evant characteristics of the oil and gas 
reservoirs penetrated. 

(b) After the well has been com-
pleted, the operator shall conduct peri-
odic well tests which will demonstrate 
the quantity and quality of oil and gas 
and water. The method and frequency 
of such well tests will be specified in 
appropriate notices and orders. When 
needed, the operator shall conduct rea-
sonable tests which will demonstrate 
the mechanical integrity of the 
downhole equipment. 

(c) Results of samples, tests, and sur-
veys approved or prescribed under this 
section shall be provided to the author-
ized officer without cost to the lessor. 

[47 FR 47765, Oct. 27, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 48 FR 36583, Aug. 12, 1983, further 
amended at 53 FR 17363, May 16, 1988] 

§ 3162.4–3 Monthly report of oper-
ations (Form 3160–6). 

The operator shall report production 
data to BLM in accordance with the re-
quirements of this section until re-
quired to begin reporting to MMS pur-
suant to 30 CFR 216.50. When reporting 
production data to BLM in accordance 
with the requirements of this section, 
the operator shall either use Form 
BLM 3160–6 or Form MMS–3160. A sepa-
rate report of operations for each lease 
shall be made on Form 3160–6 for each 
calendar month, beginning with the 
month in which drilling operations are 
initiated, and shall be filed with the 
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