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Explanation

The Code of Federal Regulations is a codification of the general and permanent
rules published in the Federal Register by the Executive departments and agen-
cies of the Federal Government. The Code is divided into 50 titles which represent
broad areas subject to Federal regulation. Each title is divided into chapters
which usually bear the name of the issuing agency. Each chapter is further sub-
divided into parts covering specific regulatory areas.

Each volume of the Code is revised at least once each calendar year and issued
on a quarterly basis approximately as follows:

Title 1 through Title 16.....ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e enes as of January 1
Title 17 through Title 27 as of April 1
Title 28 through Title 41 ..o as of July 1
Title 42 through Title 50....ccciuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e aens as of October 1

The appropriate revision date is printed on the cover of each volume.
LEGAL STATUS

The contents of the Federal Register are required to be judicially noticed (44
U.S.C. 1507). The Code of Federal Regulations is prima facie evidence of the text
of the original documents (44 U.S.C. 1510).

HOW TO USE THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS

The Code of Federal Regulations is kept up to date by the individual issues
of the Federal Register. These two publications must be used together to deter-
mine the latest version of any given rule.

To determine whether a Code volume has been amended since its revision date
(in this case, January 1, 2016), consult the ‘“‘List of CFR Sections Affected (ILSA),”
which is issued monthly, and the ‘“‘Cumulative List of Parts Affected,”” which
appears in the Reader Aids section of the daily Federal Register. These two lists
will identify the Federal Register page number of the latest amendment of any
given rule.

EFFECTIVE AND EXPIRATION DATES

Each volume of the Code contains amendments published in the Federal Reg-
ister since the last revision of that volume of the Code. Source citations for
the regulations are referred to by volume number and page number of the Federal
Register and date of publication. Publication dates and effective dates are usu-
ally not the same and care must be exercised by the user in determining the
actual effective date. In instances where the effective date is beyond the cut-
off date for the Code a note has been inserted to reflect the future effective
date. In those instances where a regulation published in the Federal Register
states a date certain for expiration, an appropriate note will be inserted following
the text.

OMB CONTROL NUMBERS
The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96-511) requires Federal agencies
to display an OMB control number with their information collection request.
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Many agencies have begun publishing numerous OMB control numbers as amend-
ments to existing regulations in the CFR. These OMB numbers are placed as
close as possible to the applicable recordkeeping or reporting requirements.

PAST PROVISIONS OF THE CODE

Provisions of the Code that are no longer in force and effect as of the revision
date stated on the cover of each volume are not carried. Code users may find
the text of provisions in effect on any given date in the past by using the appro-
priate List of CFR Sections Affected (LLSA). For the convenience of the reader,
a “List of CFR Sections Affected” is published at the end of each CFR volume.
For changes to the Code prior to the LSA listings at the end of the volume,
consult previous annual editions of the LSA. For changes to the Code prior to
2001, consult the List of CFR Sections Affected compilations, published for 1949-
1963, 1964-1972, 1973-1985, and 1986-2000.

“[RESERVED]”’ TERMINOLOGY

The term ‘‘[Reserved]’’ is used as a place holder within the Code of Federal
Regulations. An agency may add regulatory information at a ‘‘[Reserved]”’ loca-
tion at any time. Occasionally ‘‘[Reserved]’’ is used editorially to indicate that
a portion of the CFR was left vacant and not accidentally dropped due to a print-
ing or computer error.

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

What is incorporation by reference? Incorporation by reference was established
by statute and allows Federal agencies to meet the requirement to publish regu-
lations in the Federal Register by referring to materials already published else-
where. For an incorporation to be valid, the Director of the Federal Register
must approve it. The legal effect of incorporation by reference is that the mate-
rial is treated as if it were published in full in the Federal Register (6 U.S.C.
562(a)). This material, like any other properly issued regulation, has the force
of law.

What is a proper incorporation by reference? The Director of the Federal Register
will approve an incorporation by reference only when the requirements of 1 CFR
part 51 are met. Some of the elements on which approval is based are:

(a) The incorporation will substantially reduce the volume of material pub-
lished in the Federal Register.

(b) The matter incorporated is in fact available to the extent necessary to
afford fairness and uniformity in the administrative process.

(¢c) The incorporating document is drafted and submitted for publication in
accordance with 1 CFR part 51.

What if the material incorporated by reference cannot be found? If you have any
problem locating or obtaining a copy of material listed as an approved incorpora-
tion by reference, please contact the agency that issued the regulation containing
that incorporation. If, after contacting the agency, you find the material is not
available, please notify the Director of the Federal Register, National Archives
and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001, or
call 202-741-6010.

CFR INDEXES AND TABULAR GUIDES

A subject index to the Code of Federal Regulations is contained in a separate
volume, revised annually as of January 1, entitled CFR INDEX AND FINDING AIDS.
This volume contains the Parallel Table of Authorities and Rules. A list of CFR
titles, chapters, subchapters, and parts and an alphabetical list of agencies pub-
lishing in the CFR are also included in this volume.
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An index to the text of ‘““Title 3—The President’ is carried within that volume.

The Federal Register Index is issued monthly in cumulative form. This index
is based on a consolidation of the ‘“‘Contents’ entries in the daily Federal Reg-
ister.

A List of CFR Sections Affected (ILSA) is published monthly, keyed to the
revision dates of the 50 CFR titles.

REPUBLICATION OF MATERIAL

There are no restrictions on the republication of material appearing in the
Code of Federal Regulations.

INQUIRIES

For a legal interpretation or explanation of any regulation in this volume,
contact the issuing agency. The issuing agency’s name appears at the top of
odd-numbered pages.

For inquiries concerning CFR reference assistance, call 202-741-6000 or write
to the Director, Office of the Federal Register, National Archives and Records
Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001 or e-mail
fedreg.info@nara.gov.

SALES

The Government Publishing Office (GPO) processes all sales and distribution
of the CFR. For payment by credit card, call toll-free, 866-512-1800, or DC area,
202-512-1800, M-F 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. e.s.t. or fax your order to 202-512-2104, 24 hours
a day. For payment by check, write to: US Government Publishing Office — New
Orders, P.O. Box 979050, St. Louis, MO 63197-9000.

ELECTRONIC SERVICES

The full text of the Code of Federal Regulations, the LSA (List of CFR Sections
Affected), The United States Government Manual, the Federal Register, Public
Laws, Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States, Compilation of Presi-
dential Documents and the Privacy Act Compilation are available in electronic
format via www.ofr.gov. For more information, contact the GPO Customer Con-
tact Center, U.S. Government Publishing Office. Phone 202-512-1800, or 866-512-
1800 (toll-free). E-mail, ContactCenter@gpo.gov.

The Office of the Federal Register also offers a free service on the National
Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) World Wide Web site for public
law numbers, Federal Register finding aids, and related information. Connect
to NARA’s web site at www.archives.gov/federal-register.

The e-CFR is a regularly updated, unofficial editorial compilation of CFR ma-
terial and Federal Register amendments, produced by the Office of the Federal
Register and the Government Publishing Office. It is available at www.ecfr.gov.

OLIVER A. POTTS,

Director,

Office of the Federal Register.
January 1, 2016.
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Explanation of This Title

This volume of “Title 3—The President” contains a compilation of Presidential
documents and a codification of regulations issued by the Executive Office of the
President.

The 2015 Compilation contains the full text of those documents signed by the
President that were required to be published in the Federal Register. Signature date
rather than publication date is the criterion for inclusion. With each annual volume,
the Presidential documents signed in the previous year become the new compilation.

Chapter I contains regulations issued by the Executive Office of the President.
This section is a true codification like other CFR volumes, in that its contents are
organized by subject or regulatory area and are updated by individual issues of the
Federal Register.

Presidential documents in this volume may be cited “3 CFR, 2015 Comp.” Thus,
the preferred abbreviated citation for Proclamation 9227 appearing on page 1 of this
book, is “3 CFR, 2015 Comp., p. 1.” Chapter I entries may be cited “3 CFR.” Thus,
the preferred abbreviated citation for section 100.1, appearing in chapter I of this
book, is “3 CFR 100.1.”

This book is one of the volumes in a series that began with Proclamation 2161
of March 19, 1936, and Executive Order 7316 of March 13, 1936, and that has been
continued by means of annual compilations and periodic cumulations. The entire
Title 3 series, as of January 1, 2016, is encompassed in the volumes listed on page
iv.

For readers interested in proclamations and Executive orders prior to 1936, there
is a two-volume set entitled Proclamations and Executive Orders, Herbert Hoover
(March 4, 1929, to March 4, 1933). Codified Presidential documents are published
in the Codification of Presidential Proclamations and Executive Orders (April 13,
1945—]January 20, 1989). Other public Presidential documents not required to be
published in the Federal Register, such as speeches, messages to Congress, and state-
ments, can be found in the Compilation of Presidential Documents and the Public
Papers of the Presidents series. A selection of these Office of the Federal Register
publications are available for sale from the Superintendent of Documents, Govern-
ment Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20402.

This book was prepared under the direction of John Hyrum Martinez, Director of
the Publications and Services Division; Laurice A. Clark, Supervisor of the Presi-
dential and Legislative Publications Unit; and Lois M. Davis, Editor.
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Cite Presidential documents in this volume
3 CFR, 2015 Comp.
thus: 3 CFR, 2015 Comp., p. 1

Cite chapter I entries in this volume
3 CFR
thus: 3 CFR 100.1
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2015 Compilation—
Presidential Documents

PROCLAMATIONS

Proclamation 9227 of January 15, 2015
Religious Freedom Day, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From many faiths and diverse beliefs, Americans are united by the ideals
we cherish. Our shared values define who we are as a people and what
we stand for as a Nation. With abiding resolve, generations of patriots have
fought—through great conflict and fierce debate—to secure and defend
these freedoms, irrevocably weaving them deep into the fabric of our soci-
ety. Today, we celebrate an early milestone in the long history of one of
our country’s fundamental liberties.

On January 16, 1786, the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom was adopt-
ed. It was one of the first laws in our Nation to codify the right of every
person to profess their opinions in matters of faith, and it declares that “no
man shall be compelled to frequent or support any” religion. Drafted by
Thomas Jefferson and guided through the Virginia legislature by James
Madison, this historic legislation served as a model for the religious liberty
protections enshrined in our Constitution.

The First Amendment prohibits the Government from establishing religion.
It protects the right of every person to practice their faith how they choose,
to change their faith, or to practice no faith at all, and to do so free from
persecution and fear. This religious freedom allows faith to flourish, and
our Union is stronger because a vast array of religious communities coexist
peacefully with mutual respect for one another. Since the age of Jefferson
and Madison, brave women and men of faith have challenged our con-
science; today, our Nation continues to be shaped by people of every reli-
gion and of no religion, bringing us closer to our founding ideals. As heirs
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Proc. 9228 Title 3—The President

to this proud legacy of liberty, we must remain vigilant in our efforts to
safeguard these freedoms.

We must also continue our work to protect religious freedom around the
globe. Throughout the world, millions of individuals are subjected to dis-
crimination, abuse, and sanctioned violence simply for exercising their reli-
gion or choosing not to claim a faith. Communities are being driven from
their ancient homelands because of who they are or how they pray, and
in conflict zones, mass displacement has become all too common.

In the face of these challenges, I am proud the United States continues to
stand up for the rights of all people to practice their faiths in peace. Pro-
moting religious freedom has always been a key objective of my Adminis-
tration’s foreign policy because history shows that nations that uphold the
rights of their people—including the freedom of religion—are ultimately
more just, more peaceful, and more successful. In every country, individ-
uals should be free to choose and live their faith based upon the persuasion
of the mind—and of the heart and soul. Today, let us continue our work
to protect this tradition and advance the cause of religious freedom world-
wide.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 2015, as Reli-
gious Freedom Day. I call on all Americans to commemorate this day with
events and activities that teach us about this critical foundation of our Na-
tion’s liberty, and that show us how we can protect it for future generations
at home and around the world.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9228 of January 16, 2015
Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

A champion for justice, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., helped
awaken our Nation’s long-slumbering conscience and inspired a generation.
Through a cacophony of division and hatred, his voice rang out, chal-
lenging America to make freedom a reality for all of God’s children and
prophesying a day when the discord of our Union would be transformed
into a symphony of brotherhood. His clarion call echoed the promise of our
founding—that each of us are created equal—and every day he worked to
give meaning to this timeless creed.

Today, we pause to pay tribute to the extraordinary life and legacy of Dr.
King, and we reflect on the lessons he taught us. Dr. King understood that
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equality requires more than the absence of oppression; it requires the pres-
ence of economic opportunity. He recognized that “we are caught in an in-
escapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny.” In a
world full of poverty, he called for empathy; in the face of brutality, he
placed his faith in non-violence. His teachings remind us we have a duty
to fight against poverty, even if we are wealthy; to care about the child in
the decrepit school long after our own children have found success; and
to show compassion toward the immigrant family, knowing that we were
strangers once, too. Dr. King transformed the concepts of justice, liberty,
and equality, and as he led marches and protests and raised his voice, he
changed the course of history.

From Dr. King’s courage, we draw strength and the resolve to continue
climbing toward the promised land. Our Nation has made undeniable
progress since his time, but securing these gains requires constant vigi-
lance, not complacency. We have more to do to bring Dr. King’s dream
within reach of all our daughters and sons. We must stand together for
good jobs, fair wages, safe neighborhoods, and quality education. With one
voice, we must ensure the scales of justice work equally for all—consid-
ering not only how justice is applied, but also how it is perceived and ex-
perienced. As Dr. King told us, “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere,” and this remains our great unfinished business.

Through struggle and discipline, persistence and faith, patriots and pro-
phetic leaders like Dr. King have driven our country inexorably forward.
In every chapter of our great story, giants of history and unheralded foot
soldiers for justice have fought to bridge the gap between our founding
ideals and the realities of the time. We will never forget all who endured
and sacrificed, or those who gave their lives, so that our children might
live in a freer, fairer, and more just society.

In sermons and speeches, Dr. King’s voice rang out with a call for us to
work toward a better tomorrow. As we honor his legacy, Americans across
the country will join one another for a day of service, picking up the baton
handed to us by past generations and carrying forward their efforts. As one
people, we will show when ordinary citizens come together to participate
in the democracy we love, justice will not be denied.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 19, 2015, as the
Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday. I encourage all Americans to ob-
serve this day with appropriate civic, community, and service projects in
honor of Dr. King and to visit www.MLKDay.gov to find Martin Luther
King, Jr., Day of Service projects across our country.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Proclamation 9229 of January 30, 2015
American Heart Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In the United States, cardiovascular disease—including heart disease,
stroke, and high blood pressure—is responsible for one out of every three
deaths. It is the number one killer of American women and men, and it
is a leading cause of serious illness and disability. Across our Nation, we
have lost devoted mothers and fathers, loved siblings, and cherished
friends to this devastating epidemic. During American Heart Month, as we
honor their memories, let us recommit to improving our heart health and
continuing the fight against this deadly disease, for ourselves and our fami-
lies.

Americans of all backgrounds can be at risk for heart disease and stroke—
and nearly half of all adults have at least one major risk factor. However,
individuals who are at high risk often do not know it, and data suggest that
many people who experience sudden cardiac death do not act on early
warning signs. That is why it is important to understand the risk factors
for cardiovascular disease, such as obesity, inactivity, and diabetes, and to
keep your blood pressure and cholesterol under control. By maintaining a
healthy diet, getting regular exercise, and not smoking, you can control risk
factors and help protect your heart. To learn more about cardiovascular
health, talk with your healthcare provider and visit www.CDC.gov/
heartdisease.

My Administration is committed to leading a new era of medicine—one
that delivers the right treatment at the right time—and to ensuring Ameri-
cans live longer, healthier, more productive lives. That is why earlier this
year, I announced the Precision Medicine Initiative. This bold new effort
will revolutionize how our Nation fights disease by investing in research
that will enable clinicians to tailor treatments to individual patients. Addi-
tionally, in 2011 we launched Million Hearts, an unprecedented effort that
is bringing together Federal Agencies, non-profit organizations, and private-
sector partners to prevent 1 million heart attacks and strokes by 2017. We
are working to enhance clinical care, bolster disease prevention programs,
and empower individuals and communities to make healthy choices, dem-
onstrating that improving the health system can save lives. More informa-
tion on these important initiatives is available at www.NIH.gov/
precisionmedicine and www.millionhearts. HHS.gov.

At the same time, First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move! initiative is en-
couraging young people to develop heart-healthy habits from an early age,
and the Affordable Care Act is allowing more families to access quality, af-
fordable health care. New protections under the law require most insurance
plans to cover recommended preventive services without copays, and they
prevent insurers from denying coverage due to a pre-existing condition like
heart disease.

On Friday, February 6, Michelle and I invite all Americans to join in mark-
ing National Wear Red Day. By wearing red, we help raise awareness of
cardiovascular disease and provide an important reminder that it is never
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too early to take action to protect our health. This month, let us reaffirm
our resolve to fight this epidemic and continue our work to build a brighter
future for our families.

In acknowledgement of the importance of the ongoing fight against cardio-
vascular disease, the Congress, by Joint Resolution approved December 30,
1963, as amended (77 Stat. 843; 36 U.S.C. 101), has requested that the
President issue an annual proclamation designating February as “American
Heart Month.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim February 2015 as American Heart Month, and
I invite all Americans to participate in National Wear Red Day on February
6, 2015. I also invite the Governors of the States, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, officials of other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States, and the American people to join me in recognizing and reaffirming
our commitment to fighting cardiovascular disease.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
January, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9230 of January 30, 2015
National African American History Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For generations, the story of American progress has been shaped by the in-
extinguishable beliefs that change is always possible and a brighter future
lies ahead. With tremendous strength and abiding resolve, our ancestors—
some of whom were brought to this land in chains—have woven their resil-
ient dignity into the fabric of our Nation and taught us that we are not
trapped by the mistakes of history. It was these truths that found expres-
sion as foot soldiers and Freedom Riders sat in and stood up, marched and
agitated for justice and equality. This audacious movement gave birth to a
new era of civil and voting rights, and slowly, we renewed our commit-
ment to an ideal at the heart of our founding: no matter who you are, what
you look like, how modest your beginnings, or the circumstances of your
birth, you deserve every opportunity to achieve your God-given potential.

As we mark National African American History Month, we celebrate giants
of the civil rights movement and countless other men and women whose
names are etched in the hearts of their loved ones and the cornerstones of
the country they helped to change. We pause to reflect on our progress and
our history—not only to remember, but also to acknowledge our unfinished
work. We reject the false notion that our challenges lie only in the past,
and we recommit to advancing what has been left undone.

Brave Americans did not struggle and sacrifice to secure fundamental rights
for themselves and others only to see those rights denied to their children
and grandchildren. Our Nation is still racked with division and poverty.
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Too many children live in crumbling neighborhoods, cycling through sub-
standard schools and being affected by daily violence in their communities.
And Americans of all races have seen their wages and incomes stagnate
while inequality continues to hold back hardworking families and entire
communities.

But the trajectory of our history gives us hope. Today, we stand on the
shoulders of courageous individuals who endured the thumps of billy
clubs, the blasts of fire hoses, and the pain of watching dreams be deferred
and denied. We honor them by investing in those around us and doing all
we can to ensure every American can reach their full potential. Our coun-
try is at its best when everyone is treated fairly and has the chance to build
the future they seek for themselves and their family. This means providing
the opportunity for every person in America to access a world-class edu-
cation, safe and affordable housing, and the job training that will prepare
them for the careers of tomorrow.

Like the countless, quiet heroes who worked and bled far from the public
eye, we know that with enough effort, empathy, and perseverance, people
who love their country can change it. Together, we can help our Nation
live up to its immense promise. This month, let us continue that unending
journey toward a more just, more equal, and more perfect Union.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2015 as Na-
tional African American History Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, librarians, and all the people of the United States to observe this
month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
January, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9231 of January 30, 2015

National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention
Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In a Nation invested in the limitless possibility of every child, ending dat-
ing violence is an urgent priority. Each year, an estimated 1 in 10 American
teenagers is physically hurt on purpose by a boyfriend or girlfriend. This
behavior violates our most basic values and can have profound con-
sequences for survivors. Young people who experience dating violence are
at increased risk of substance abuse, depression, poor academic perform-
ance, and future victimization. This month, we join with all those who
have endured the pain of an unhealthy relationship and acknowledge the
responsibility we each have to end this cycle of fear, isolation, and abuse.
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Dating violence often involves the use of inappropriate actions to control
a partner or resolve conflicts. These behaviors can be physical, emotional,
or sexual, and can take place in person or with the use of technology and
social media. Unhealthy relationships can affect people of all ages, and
many teenagers do not recognize the severity of dating abuse, or they do
not report it because they are afraid or ashamed to speak up. That is why
it is important to talk with friends and loved ones about dating violence
and to learn the warning signs of an unhealthy relationship, including ex-
treme jealousy, constant monitoring, and possessiveness.

If you are in—or know someone who is in—an abusive relationship, the
National Dating Abuse Helpline can offer immediate and confidential sup-
port. To contact the Helpline, call 1-866—331-9474, text “loveis” to 22522,
or visit LovelsRespect.org. For more information on dating violence, visit
VetoViolence.CDC.gov.

It is on all of us to reject the quiet tolerance of sexual assault, and the Fed-
eral Government is committed to being part of the solution. Last year, I es-
tablished the White House Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual As-
sault and directed its members to consider how their recommendations
could apply to our Nation’s elementary and secondary schools. In addition,
as part of Vice President Joe Biden’s 1is2Zmany initiative, my Administra-
tion is working to provide teenagers and their communities with the re-
sources and support they need, so our young people can pursue their
dreams free from fear. As we strive to eliminate teen dating violence, we
are focused on bolstering prevention efforts and improving our response in
order to protect those at risk and ensure survivors can access the help they
need.

Healthy relationships are built on respect, trust, and equality. Our commit-
ment to these values demands that we stand up against dating abuse and
all forms of intimate partner violence. During National Teen Dating Vio-
lence Awareness and Prevention Month, we are called to act. Let us recom-
mit to fostering a society where our strength is measured by our resolve
to speak out against this outrage, and where there are no barriers that pre-
vent our daughters and sons from achieving their full potential.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2015 as Na-
tional Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month. I call upon
all Americans to support efforts in their communities and schools, and in
their own families, to empower young people to develop healthy relation-
ships throughout their lives and to engage in activities that prevent and re-
spond to teen dating violence.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
January, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Proclamation 9232 of February 19, 2015
Establishment of the Browns Canyon National Monument

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In central Colorado’s vibrant upper Arkansas River valley, the rugged gran-
ite cliffs, colorful rock outcroppings, and stunning mountain vistas of
Browns Canyon form an iconic landscape that attracts visitors from around
the world. The landscape’s canyons, rivers, and backcountry forests have
provided a home for humans for over 10,000 years, and the cultural and
historical resources found in this landscape are a testament to the area’s
Native Peoples as well as the history of more recent settlers and mining
communities. The area’s unusual geology and roughly 3,000-foot range in
elevation support a diversity of plants and wildlife, including a significant
herd of bighorn sheep. Browns Canyon harbors a wealth of scientifically
significant geological, ecological, riparian, cultural, and historic resources,
and is an important area for studies of paleoecology, mineralogy, archae-
ology, and climate change.

Following its descent between the Sawatch and Mosquito Ranges, the Ar-
kansas River flows through Browns Canyon in the heart of the upper Ar-
kansas River valley. The Arkansas River valley is the northernmost valley
in the Rio Grande Rift system, one of the most significant rift systems in
the world and one of few where the Earth’s continental crust is actively
moving apart. The 35 million-year-old Rio Grande Rift begins in the State
of Chihuahua in Mexico and extends northward through New Mexico and
into Colorado to a terminus in the mountains just north of Browns Canyon.

The Browns Canyon area of the upper Arkansas River valley has long of-
fered both a permanent source of water and a means of transportation for
its human inhabitants. The area lies within the transition zone between the
cultural traditions of the Great Basin and Plains peoples. As a transpor-
tation corridor where stable sources of subsistence resources could be
found, both migrating people and permanent inhabitants left traces of their
presence in this area. Ancestors of the Ute, Apache, Eastern Shoshone, and
Comanche Indians are known to have traversed this dramatic landscape
while hunting and gathering.

The upper Arkansas River valley was foundational to the establishment of
today’s tribal configuration. It was here that the proto-Comanche (Numuna)
split into two groups, the Comanche and the Eastern Shoshone. The Buf-
falo-Eater Band (allies of the Utes) broke away from the Eastern Shoshone
in the upper Arkansas River valley vicinity sometime between the late
1600s and early 1700s, traveling south into what is present-day New Mex-
ico, Texas, southern Colorado, western Kansas, and the panhandle of Okla-
homa.

While most archaeological resources in the Browns Canyon area have not
yet been surveyed or recorded, the story of people living in the upper Ar-
kansas River valley is told through artifacts dating back over 10,000 years.
Of the resources surveyed, there are 18 known archaeological sites within
the Browns Canyon area, including 5 prehistoric open lithic sites that have
been determined to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

8



Proclamations Proc. 9232

Primarily seasonal camps, these sites include open campsites, culturally
modified trees, wickiups, tipi rings, chipped stone manufacture and proc-
essing sites, a possible ceramic pottery kiln, and rock shelter sites that date
to the Archaic Period. The sites range from early Archaic Period and pos-
sibly Paleo-Indian Period (around 8,000 to 13,000 years before present),
which would make this among the earliest known sites in the region, to
the Late Archaic Period to proto-historic period (around 3,000 years before
present to the 19th century A.D.).

European exploration of the Browns Canyon region began when the Span-
ish explorer Juan de Ulibarri visited in 1706. A century later, Zebulon Pike
explored the Browns Canyon area after his failed attempt to summit what
is now known as Pike’s Peak. During the late 18th and early 19th centuries,
the Spanish army patrolled the upper Arkansas River valley as far north
as Leadville to secure the boundaries of Spanish influence and attempt to
bar access by competing traders and explorers. Fur trappers exploited the
area in the first few decades of the 1800s. The region later became a center
for mining, including one of the United States major historic mining dis-
tricts for fluorite, a colorful mineral with both ornamental and industrial
uses. The remnants of this area’s mining history include small, abandoned
mine sites, old cabin foundations, and nearby mining ghost towns.

Discovery of gold along the Arkansas River in the 1850s and the 1870s sil-
ver boom in Leadville brought an influx of people and a need for transpor-
tation. In the 1870s, stage roads carried thousands of passengers through
this region every year. In the 1880s, after a multi-year legal and armed bat-
tle between rival rail companies, the Denver and Rio Grande Railway be-
came the major transportation option for the region. The section of railroad
bed that runs through Browns Canyon east of the Arkansas River is eligible
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. Even today, this same
upper Arkansas River valley remains a major transportation corridor for
Chaffee County residents and visitors, as well as an important resource for
recreational anglers and boaters, and area ranchers and farmers. Local com-
munities have proposed and conducted a feasibility study for establishing
the Arkansas Stage and Rail Trail, which would serve as a testament to this
travel corridor’s prehistoric and historic significance.

The 1.6 billion-year-old Precambrian granodiorite batholith that constitutes
the Canyon is incised by steep gulches that cut through the pink granite
and metamorphic rock. Stafford Gulch provides astounding views of the
unique Reef formation, a long and distinctive face of exposed rock. During
the Pleistocene Epoch, glaciers covered the rugged canyons, gulches, and
mountains that awe visitors today. The movement of these glaciers created
unique topographical features in the river valley—including glacial cirques,
flat, mesa-like terraces, and remnants of large moraines—that are not found
along other major streams in the region. While shaping the topography, the
glaciers also filled the valley below with masses of sediment, including the
gold, silver, and semi-precious gems that fueled the mining booms of the
1800s. These gems, including the garnets that lend their name to Ruby
Mountain in the northern part of the Browns Canyon area, continue to in-
terest professional and amateur geologists.

Portions of the Browns Canyon area offer a relative wealth of Pennsylva-
nian age geologic exposures of the Minturn formation and Belden shale that
include a diverse assemblage of invertebrate fossils. These sites represent
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the accumulation of shell fossils in an ancient reef environment, and in-
clude remains of bivalves, brachiopods, gastropods, echinoids, nautiloids,
conodonts, crinoids, bryozoans, and vertebrates including sharks and bony
fish. Many of the fossil forms remain undescribed and will form the basis
for future paleontological research.

The topographic and geologic diversity of the Browns Canyon area has
given rise to one of the most significant regions for biodiversity in Colo-
rado. The forest community incorporates a transition zone, with semi-arid
pinyon-juniper and mountain mahogany woodlands on the lower slopes
giving way to ponderosa pine, Rocky Mountain bristlecone pine, and Doug-
las fir at higher elevations. Scattered pockets of aspen, willow, Rocky
Mountain juniper, river birch, and narrowleaf cottonwood can be found in
riparian areas. The Aspen Ridge area is also home to a significant stand of
aspen. The understory is home to a variety of plant species, including blue
grama grass, mountain muhly, Indian ricegrass, Arizona fescue, blue
bunchgrass, prickly pear, cholla, yucca, isolated pockets of alpine blue-
grass, and the endemic Brandegee’s buckwheat. A stunning array of
wildflowers such as the scarlet gilia and larkspur bloom here during the
spring and summer. Near Ruby Mountain, imperiled plant species such as
Fendler’s Townsend-daisy, Fendler’s false cloak-fern, livemore fiddleleaf,
and the endemic Front-Range alumroot can be found. The plant community
in this area has repeatedly evolved during periods of climate change since
the Eocene Epoch. Geologic and climatic changes since the Precambrian
have made the area an important site for research on geology and
paleoecology as well as the effects of climate change, wildland fire, and
other disturbances on plant and animal communities.

Some of Colorado’s most emblematic animal species call Browns Canyon
home. Mountain lions, bighorn sheep, mule deer, bobcat, red and gray fox,
American black bear, coyote, American pine marten, kangaroo rat, elk, and
several species of tree and ground squirrels can all be found in the Browns
Canyon area, which provides essential habitat for mammals and birds alike
and attracts hunters and wildlife viewers. Raptors such as red-tailed hawks,
Swainson’s hawks, golden eagles, turkey vultures, and prairie falcons make
their homes in the rocky cliffs and prey upon the abundance of small ani-
mals that live in this area. The area also provides habitat suitable for per-
egrine falcons, which have been identified for possible future reintroduc-
tion here, as well as potential habitat for the threatened Canada lynx. A
stunning diversity of other bird species, including the cliff swallow, Can-
ada jay, mourning dove, flicker, blue jay, wild turkey, great horned owl,
western screech owl, and saw whet owl, attract ornithologists and bird en-
thusiasts alike to these remote hills.

A number of reptile and amphibian species occur in the area, including the
sensitive boreal toad and northern leopard frog. The Browns Canyon area
represents one of the only riparian ecosystems along the Arkansas River
that remains relatively undisturbed and contains an intact biotic commu-
nity.

The protection of the Browns Canyon area will preserve its prehistoric and
historic legacy and maintain its diverse array of scientific resources, ensur-
ing that the prehistoric, historic, and scientific values remain for the benefit
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of all Americans. The area also provides world class river rafting and out-
door recreation opportunities, including hunting, fishing, hiking, camping,
mountain biking, and horseback riding.

WHEREAS section 320301 of title 54, United States Code (known as the
“Antiquities Act”), authorizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by
public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures,
and other objects of historic or scientific interest that are situated upon the
lands owned or controlled by the Federal Government to be national monu-
ments, and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limits of which
shall be confined to the smallest area compatible with the proper care and
management of the objects to be protected;

WHEREAS it is in the public interest to preserve the objects of scientific
and historic interest on the lands in and around Browns Canyon;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by the authority vested in me by section 320301 of title 54,
United States Code, hereby proclaim the objects identified above that are
situated upon lands and interests in lands owned or controlled by the Fed-
eral Government to be the Browns Canyon National Monument (monu-
ment) and, for the purpose of protecting those objects, reserve as part there-
of all lands and interests in lands owned or controlled by the Federal Gov-
ernment within the boundaries described on the accompanying map, which
is attached to and forms a part of this proclamation. These reserved Federal
lands and interests in lands encompass approximately 21,586 acres. The
boundaries described on the accompanying map are confined to the small-
est area compatible with the proper care and management of the objects to
be protected.

All Federal lands and interests in lands within the boundaries described
in the accompanying map are hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all
forms of entry, location, selection, sale, leasing, or other disposition under
the public land laws or laws applicable to the U.S. Forest Service, includ-
ing location, entry, and patent under the mining laws, and from disposition
under all laws relating to mineral and geothermal leasing, other than by ex-
change that furthers the protective purposes of the monument.

The establishment of the monument is subject to valid existing rights.
Lands and interests in lands not owned or controlled by the Federal Gov-
ernment within the boundaries described on the accompanying map shall
be reserved as a part of the monument, and objects identified above that
are situated upon those lands and interests in lands shall be part of the
monument, upon acquisition of ownership or control by the Federal Gov-
ernment.

The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture (Secretaries)
shall manage the monument through the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) and the U.S. Forest Service (USFS), pursuant to their respective ap-
plicable legal authorities, to implement the purposes of this proclamation.
The USFS shall manage that portion of the monument within the bound-
aries of the National Forest System (NFS), and the BLM shall manage the
remainder of the monument. The lands administered by the BLM shall be
managed as a unit of the National Landscape Conservation System, pursu-
ant to applicable legal authorities, including, as applicable, the provisions
of section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (43 U.S.C.
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1782) governing the management of wilderness study areas. The lands ad-
ministered by the USFS shall be managed as part of the Pike and San Isabel
National Forests and Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands.

For purposes of protecting and restoring the objects identified above, the
Secretaries shall jointly prepare a management plan for the monument and
shall promulgate such regulations for its management as deemed appro-
priate. In developing any management plans and any management rules
and regulations governing NFS lands within the monument, the Secretary
of Agriculture, through the USFS, shall consult with the Secretary of the
Interior through the BLM. The Secretaries shall provide for public involve-
ment in the development of the management plan including, but not lim-
ited to, consultation with tribal, State, and local governments. In the devel-
opment and implementation of the management plan, the Secretaries shall
maximize opportunities, pursuant to applicable legal authorities, for shared
resources, operational efficiency, and cooperation.

Except for emergency or authorized administrative purposes, motorized
and mechanized vehicle use in the monument shall be allowed only on
roads and trails designated for such use, consistent with the care and man-
agement of the objects identified above. After the date of this proclamation,
new roads or trails may only be designated for motorized vehicle use in
areas west of the Arkansas River and at the Ruby Mountain Recreation Site
and then only as necessary to provide reasonable river or campground ac-
cess, consistent with the applicable management plan. Forest Road 184
may be realigned or improved only if for the care and management of the
objects identified above or as necessary for public safety.

Nothing in this proclamation affects or shall be deemed to preclude the
Secretaries from reissuing existing authorizations or agreements for the co-
operative administration of the Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area. New
or modified authorizations or agreements for such purpose may be issued,
consistent with the care and management of the objects identified above.
The Secretaries also may authorize and reauthorize commercial recreational
services within the monument, including outfitting and guiding, consistent
with the care and management of the objects identified above.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to affect the operation or use
of the existing railroad corridor as a railroad right of way pursuant to valid
existing rights or for recreational purposes consistent with the care and
management of the objects identified above.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to enlarge or diminish the
rights of any Indian tribe. The Secretaries shall, to the maximum extent
permitted by law and in consultation with Indian tribes, ensure the protec-
tion of Indian sacred sites and traditional cultural properties in the monu-
ment and provide access by members of Indian tribes for traditional cul-
tural and customary uses, consistent with the American Indian Religious
Freedom Act (42 U.S.C. 1996) and Executive Order 13007 of May 24, 1996
(Indian Sacred Sites).

Laws, regulations, and policies followed by the BLM or the USFS in
issuing and administering grazing permits or leases on lands under their
jurisdiction shall continue to apply with regard to the lands in the monu-
ment, consistent with the care and management of the objects identified
above.
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This proclamation does not alter or affect the valid existing water rights of
any party, including the United States. This proclamation does not reserve
water as a matter of Federal law, and the inclusion of the land underlying
the Arkansas River in the monument shall not be construed to reserve such
a right. This proclamation does not alter or affect agreements governing the
management and administration of Arkansas River flows, including the
Voluntary Flow Management Program.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to enlarge or diminish the
jurisdiction of the State of Colorado, including its jurisdiction and author-
ity with respect to fish and wildlife management.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to revoke any existing with-
drawal, reservation, or appropriation; however, the monument shall be the
dominant reservation.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to appropriate, in-
jure, destroy, or remove any feature of the monument and not to locate or
settle upon any of the lands thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day
of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Proclamation 9233 of February 19, 2015
Establishment of the Pullman National Monument

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The Pullman National Historic Landmark District (Pullman Historic Dis-
trict) in Chicago, Illinois, typifies many of the economic, social, and design
currents running through American life in the late 19th and early 20th cen-
tury, yet it is unlike any other place in the country. Industrialist George
Mortimer Pullman built the model town to house workers at his luxury rail
car factories. Although his goal was to cure the social ills of the day, the
tight control he exercised over his workers helped spark one of the Nation’s
most widespread and consequential labor strikes. The remaining structures
of the Pullman Palace Car Company (Pullman Company), workers’ housing,
and community buildings that make up the Pullman Historic District are
an evocative testament to the evolution of American industry, the rise of
unions and the labor movement, the lasting strength of good urban design,
and the remarkable journey of the Pullman porters toward the civil rights
movement of the 20th century.

The model factory town of Pullman was created in the 1880s by the Pull-
man Company to manufacture railroad passenger cars and house workers
and their families. Company founder George Pullman saw the positive in-
centives of good housing, parks, and amenities as a way to foster a happy
and reliable workforce. Pullman and his wealthy industrialist peers could
not fail to see the poor living conditions in which many of their workers
lived. The industrial revolution drew hundreds of thousands to urban
areas, which led to a rise in slums and social ills. The widening gulf be-
tween management and workers contributed to labor unrest, which was
acutely felt in Chicago. Pullman was convinced that capital and labor
should cooperate for mutual benefit and sought to address the needs of his
workers using his philosophy of capitalist efficiency. He attempted an un-
common solution to the common problems of the day by creating a model
town.

Pullman engaged young architect Solon Spencer Beman and landscape ar-
chitect Nathan F. Barrett to plan the town and design its buildings and
public spaces to be both practical and aesthetically pleasing. Beman de-
signed housing in the simple yet elegant Queen Anne style and included
Romanesque arches for buildings that housed shops and services. Though
he strove to avoid monotony, Beman imbued the town with visual con-
tinuity. The scale, detailing, and architectural sophistication of the commu-
nity were unprecedented. Barrett broke up the monotony of the grid of
streets with his landscape design. Trees and street lights enlivened the
streetscape. Unified, orderly, and innovative in its design, the model town
of Pullman, then an independent town south of Chicago’s city limits, be-
came an internationally famous experiment in planning and attracted visi-
tors from far and wide.

The model factory town of Pullman is considered the first planned indus-
trial community in the United States, and served as both an influential
model and a cautionary tale for subsequent industrial developments. The
beauty, sanitation, and order George Pullman provided his workers and

15



Proc. 9233 Title 3—The President

their families were not without cost. Pullman believed people did not value
the things they did not pay for. The Pullman Company owned every build-
ing and charged rents that would ensure a return on the company’s invest-
ment in building the town. He also created a system of social control and
hierarchy discernible in the standards of conduct for residents and in the
architecture and layout of the community that can still be seen today in
the well-preserved Pullman Historic District. For example, the larger, more
ornate, and finely finished houses on Arcade Row were reserved for com-
pany officers, while junior workers resided in smaller, simpler row houses,
and single and unskilled workers resided in tenement blocks with less or-
namentation located farther away from the town’s public face.

In 1893, the worst economic depression in American history prior to the
Great Depression hit the country in general and the railroad industry in
particular. Orders at the Pullman Company declined. The Pullman Com-
pany lowered its workers’ wages but not the rents it charged those workers
for company housing. These measures angered the workers and sparked the
Pullman strike of 1894. The American Railway Union, led by Eugene V.
Debs, had formed the year prior in Chicago, with membership open to all
white railroad employees of any profession. In solidarity, American Rail-
way Union members nationwide boycotted Pullman cars, disrupting rail
traffic across much of the Nation. Thus, the strike that began as a local
walkout on May 11, 1894, grew into one of American history’s largest labor
actions, paralyzing most of the railroads west of Detroit and threatening the
national economy.

On June 27, 1894, as the Pullman strike was growing, the Congress passed
legislation designating Labor Day a Federal holiday, and President Grover
Cleveland signed it the next day. Thirty-one States had already adopted the
holiday, but it was the Pullman strike of 1894 that spurred final Federal
action in an attempt to placate workers across the Nation.

At its peak, the Pullman strike affected some 250,000 workers in 27 States
and disrupted Federal mail delivery. The United States secured a court in-
junction declaring the strike illegal under the Sherman Antitrust Act, and
President Cleveland ultimately intervened with Federal troops. The strike
ended violently by mid-July, a labor defeat with national reverberations.

George Pullman did not loosen his tight control of the town of Pullman
after the strike ended. Illinois sued the Pullman Company in August 1894,
alleging that the company’s ownership and operation of the town violated
its corporate charter. The Illinois Supreme Court agreed in an 1898 deci-
sion, and ordered the company to sell all non-industrial land holdings in
the town. By that time, Robert Todd Lincoln, the oldest son of President
Abraham Lincoln and general counsel of the Pullman Company during the
1894 strike, had succeeded George Pullman as president of the company.
In 1907, the company finally sold most of its residential properties to com-
ply with the Illinois Supreme Court’s order.

The Pullman Company would again be the focus of a nationally important
labor event when, in 1937, the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters (BSCP),
an influential African American union founded by A. Philip Randolph,
won a labor contract for the Pullman porters from the company. The Pull-
man Company leased its cars to railroads and directly employed the attend-
ants—porters, waiters, and maids. At its founding, the company hired re-
cently freed former house slaves as porters. The porters remained a group
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of exclusively African American men throughout the company’s history,
playing a significant role in the rise of the African American middle class.
By 1937, the Pullman Company had been the Nation’s largest employer of
African Americans for over 20 years and Pullman porters composed 44 per-
cent of the Pullman Company workforce. The 1937 contract was the first
major labor agreement between a union led by African Americans and a
corporation and is considered one of the most important markers since Re-
construction toward African American independence from racist pater-
nalism. The agreement served as a model for other African American work-
ers and significantly contributed to the rise of the civil rights movement
in the United States. The Pullman Historic District is an important site for
understanding the iconic historic connection between the Pullman porters,
the BSCP, and the Pullman Company.

The architecture, urban planning, transportation, labor relations, and social
history of the Pullman Historic District have national significance. The
Pullman Historic District tells rich, layered stories of American opportunity
and discrimination, industrial engineering, corporate power and factory
workers, new immigrants to this country and formerly enslaved people and
their descendants, strikes and collective bargaining. The events and themes
associated with the Pullman Company continue to resonate today as em-
ployers and workers still seek opportunities for better lives.

WHEREAS section 320301 of title 54, United States Code (known as the
“Antiquities Act”), authorizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by
public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures,
and other objects of historic or scientific interest that are situated upon the
lands owned or controlled by the Federal Government to be national monu-
ments, and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limits of which
shall be confined to the smallest area compatible with the proper care and
management of the objects to be protected;

WHEREAS the Pullman Historic District was designated a National Historic
Landmark on December 30, 1970, establishing its national significance
based on its importance in social history, architecture, and urban planning;

WHEREAS the Governor of Illinois, Members of Congress, the City of Chi-
cago, other State, local, and private entities, including Pullman neighbor-
hood organizations, and others have expressed support for the establish-
ment of a national monument in the Pullman Historic District and its inclu-
sion in the National Park System;

WHEREAS the State of Illinois Historic Preservation Agency has donated
to the United States certain lands and interests in lands within the Pullman
Historic District, including fee title to the Administration Clock Tower
Building and an access easement thereto, for administration by the Sec-
retary of the Interior (Secretary) through the National Park Service in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Antiquities Act and other applicable
laws;

WHEREAS it is in the public interest to preserve and protect the historic
objects in the Pullman Historic District, Chicago, Illinois;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by the authority vested in me by section 320301 of title 54,
United States Code, hereby proclaim the objects identified above that are
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situated upon lands and interests in lands owned or controlled by the Fed-
eral Government to be the Pullman National Monument (monument) and,
for the purpose of protecting those objects, reserve as a part thereof all
lands and interests in lands owned or controlled by the Federal Govern-
ment within the “National Monument Boundary” described on the accom-
panying map, which is attached to and forms a part of this proclamation.
These reserved Federal lands and interests in lands encompass approxi-
mately 0.2397 acres, together with appurtenant easements for all necessary
purposes.

All Federal lands and interests in lands within the “National Monument
Boundary” described on the accompanying map are hereby appropriated
and withdrawn from all forms of entry, location, selection, sale, leasing, or
other disposition under the public land laws, from location, entry, and pat-
ent under the mining laws, and from disposition under all laws relating to
mineral and geothermal leasing.

The establishment of the monument is subject to valid existing rights.
Lands and interests in lands not owned or controlled by the Federal Gov-
ernment within the “National Monument Boundary” described on the ac-
companying map shall be reserved as a part of the monument, and objects
identified above that are situated upon those lands and interests in lands
shall be part of the monument, upon acquisition of ownership or control
by the Federal Government. The “National Monument Boundary” de-
scribed on the accompanying map is confined to the smallest area compat-
ible with the proper care and management of the objects to be protected
within those boundaries.

The Secretary shall manage the monument through the National Park Serv-
ice, pursuant to applicable legal authorities, consistent with the purposes
and provisions of this proclamation. The Secretary shall prepare a manage-
ment plan for the monument within 3 years of the date of this proclama-
tion. The management plan shall ensure that the monument fulfills the fol-
lowing purposes for the benefit of present and future generations: (1) to
preserve the historic resources; (2) to interpret the industrial history and
labor struggles and achievements associated with the Pullman Company,
including the rise and role of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters; and
(3) to interpret the history of urban planning and design of which the
planned company town of Pullman is a nationally significant example.

The management plan shall, among other provisions, set forth the desired
relationship of the monument to other related resources, programs, and or-
ganizations within its boundaries, as well as at other places related to the
Pullman Company and the stories associated with it. The management
planning process shall provide for full public involvement, including co-
ordination with the State of Illinois and the City of Chicago and consulta-
tion with interested parties including museums and preservation and
neighborhood organizations. The management plan shall identify steps to
be taken to provide interpretive opportunities and coordinate visitor serv-
ices for the entirety of the Pullman Historic District to the extent prac-
ticable and appropriate for a broader understanding of the monument and
the themes that contribute to its national significance.
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The National Park Service is directed to use applicable authorities to seek
to enter into agreements with others to address common interests and pro-
mote management efficiencies, including provision of visitor services, in-
terpretation and education, establishment and care of museum collections,
and preservation of historic objects.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to revoke any existing with-
drawal, reservation, or appropriation; however, the monument shall be the
dominant reservation.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to appropriate, in-
jure, destroy, or remove any feature of this monument and not to locate or
settle upon any of the lands thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day
of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Proclamation 9234 of February 24, 2015

Establishment of the Honouliuli National Monument

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The Honouliuli Internment Camp (Honouliuli) serves as a powerful re-
minder of the need to protect civil liberties in times of conflict, and the
effects of martial law on civil society. Honouliuli is nationally significant
for its central role during World War II as an internment site for a popu-
lation that included American citizens, resident immigrants, other civil-
ians, enemy soldiers, and labor conscripts co-located by the U.S. military
for internment or detention. While the treatment of Japanese Americans in
Hawai’i differed from the treatment of Japanese Americans on the U.S.
mainland in ways that are detailed below, the legacy of racial prejudice,
wartime hysteria, and failure of political leadership during this period is
common to the history of both Hawai’i and the mainland United States.

Early on December 7, 1941, Japanese air and naval forces attacked Pearl
Harbor and other military installations on O’ahu. Before martial law was
invoked, government officials began selectively rounding up Hawai’i resi-
dents on suspicion of disloyalty. They were confined at local jails, court-
houses, and other facilities on six of the main Hawaiian Islands before
being transported to the U.S. Immigration Station and Sand Island Deten-
tion Camp on O’ahu. Nearly all of the internees were of Japanese descent,
including leaders in the Japanese American community who were edu-
cated, were teachers or priests, or were distinguished by virtue of their ac-
cess to means of communication with Japan or to transportation from Ha-
wai’i. Most would be sent to the mainland to be held for the duration of
the war in Department of Justice and War Relocation Authority camps. De-
spite the government’s allegations of disloyalty, none of the Japanese Amer-
ican internees from Hawai’i was ever found guilty of sabotage, espionage,
or overt acts against the United States, and all later received formal apolo-
gies and many received redress compensation from the United States.

On the Island of O’ahu, the U.S. War Department sought a place removed
from the active combat areas of Pearl Harbor for internment of individuals.
The War Department chose Honouliuli Gulch, the bottom of which was
hidden from view by the gulch’s steep walls. The Honouliuli Internment
Camp opened on March 2, 1943, with the transfer of internees from Sand
Island and rapidly swelled in population with the influx of prisoners of
war. Managed by the U.S. Army, it was the largest and longest used con-
finement site in Hawai’i.

Honouliuli is significant for having been used as both a civilian internment
camp and a prisoner of war camp, with a population of approximately 400
civilian internees and 4,000 prisoners of war over the course of its use.
Honouliuli was divided into seven compounds: one compound for admin-
istration and guards, one for civilian internees, and eventually five com-
pounds for prisoners of war. The civilian compound was further divided
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into sections for male civilian internees of Japanese ancestry, female civil-
ian internees of Japanese ancestry, and civilian internees of European an-
cestry. Historic documents indicate there were 175 buildings, 14 guard tow-
ers, and over 400 tents among the 7 compounds on 160 acres. Many intern-
ees referred to Honouliuli as Jigoku-Dani (Hell Valley) because its secluded
location at the bottom of a deep gulch trapped heat and moisture and rein-
forced the internees’ sense of isolation and unjust confinement.

The majority of Honouliuli’s civilian internees were American citizens or
permanent resident aliens—predominantly Japanese Americans who were
citizens by birth—interned on suspicion of disloyalty. The remaining group
comprised predominantly German Americans, though there were also
Americans and aliens of Italian, Irish, Russian, and Scandinavian descent.
Honouliuli also held women and children who were Japanese civilians dis-
placed from the Pacific.

The 4,000 prisoners of war in Honouliuli included enemy soldiers and
labor conscripts from Japan, Korea, Okinawa, Taiwan, and Italy. The pris-
oner of war compounds were guarded by an African American infantry unit
as well as units of Japanese Americans from the mainland.

Honouliuli closed in 1945 for civilian internees and in 1946 for prisoners
of war. With the closing of the camp, fast-growing vegetation quickly took
over the site. Honouliuli was forgotten as Americans celebrated the vic-
tories of World War II and focused attention on the valor displayed by
Americans at Pearl Harbor and abroad.

While both mainland and Hawaiian internment camps are sobering exam-
ples of wartime prejudice and injustice, Honouliuli reminds us of the dif-
ferences in the way that forced removal was approached in Hawai’i and on
the mainland.

The primary difference between the Japanese American experience on the
mainland and on Hawai’i is that the internment in Hawai’i targeted a rel-
atively small percentage of the ethnic Japanese population on the islands.
Less than one percent of Hawai’i’s ethnic Japanese population was interned
in Hawai’i. This contrasts with the mass exclusion of all 120,000 Japanese
Americans on the West Coast of the mainland. In Hawai’i, the Japanese
American citizenry and immigrant population were over one third of the
territory’s total population. Without their participation in the labor force,
the economy of the territory could not have been sustained and the war
effort in the islands would have been crippled. Both the policies in Hawai’i
and those on the mainland devastated Japanese Americans and their fami-
lies and created a social stigma that was borne by Japanese Americans dur-
ing and after the war. The selective nature of the internment in Hawai’i
also sowed division within the Japanese American community in Hawai’i,
leading to ostracism and other backlash against the targeted individuals
and their families that would last their lifetimes.

The declaration of martial law served as the basis to authorize internment
in Hawai’i, as opposed to the mainland where mass exclusion was author-
ized by Executive Order 9066. During the period of martial law from De-
cember 7, 1941, to October 24, 1944, the U.S. Army issued hundreds of
military orders, some of which were applicable only to persons of Japanese
ancestry and enemy aliens. For example, people of Japanese ancestry were

22



Proclamations Proc. 9234

restricted from residing in certain areas of O’ahu and were forcibly re-
moved from their properties. These types of discriminatory policies created
an atmosphere of fear and suspicion.

Finally, Honouliuli is significant because of the comparatively lower level
of public understanding and awareness of the history of internment of ci-
vilians in Hawai’i during World War II. On the mainland during World
War II, mass exclusion was well known. In contrast, the internment in Ha-
wai’i was largely kept secret during World War II, and has only recently
become the subject of scholarship and awareness campaigns. It was not
until 1998 that information about Honouliuli resurfaced. After 4 years of
research and exploration, the site was uncovered in 2002. In 2008, an ar-
cheological research survey was conducted at the site. Honouliuli remains
an object of archeological interest.

Honouliuli serves to remind every American about the critical importance
of safeguarding civil liberties and maintaining our values during times of
crisis. It is important to recognize Honouliuli as a part of our shared na-
tional heritage and national consciousness. It is a place to reflect on war-
time experiences and recommit ourselves to the pursuit of freedom and jus-
tice.

WHEREAS section 320301 of title 54, United States Code (known as the
“Antiquities Act”), authorizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by
public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures,
and other objects of historic or scientific interest that are situated upon the
lands owned or controlled by the Federal Government to be national monu-
ments, and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limits of which
shall be confined to the smallest area compatible with the proper care and
management of the objects to be protected;

WHEREAS Honouliuli’s objects of historic interest were listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places in 2012 as nationally significant for their
association with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history;

WHEREAS, for the purpose of establishing a national monument to be ad-
ministered by the National Park Service, the Monsanto Company has do-
nated certain lands at Honouliuli to the United States, and the University
of Hawai’i-West O’ahu has agreed to provide access across its property to
those lands;

WHEREAS it is in the public interest to preserve and protect the historic
objects at Honouliuli;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by the authority vested in me by section 320301 of title 54,
United States Code, hereby proclaim the objects identified above that are
situated upon lands and interests in lands owned or controlled by the Fed-
eral Government to be the Honouliuli National Monument (monument)
and, for the purpose of protecting those objects, reserve as a part thereof
all lands and interests in lands owned or controlled by the Federal Govern-
ment within the boundaries described on the accompanying map entitled,
“Honouliuli National Monument,” which is attached to and forms a part
of this proclamation. The reserved Federal lands and interests in lands en-
compass approximately 123.0 acres, together with appurtenant easements
for all necessary purposes. The boundaries described on the accompanying
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map are confined to the smallest area compatible with the proper care and
management of the objects to be protected.

All Federal lands and interests in lands within the boundaries described
on the accompanying map are hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all
forms of entry, location, selection, sale, leasing or other disposition under
the public land laws, from location, entry, and patent under the mining
laws, and from disposition under all laws relating to mineral and geo-
thermal leasing.

The establishment of the monument is subject to valid existing rights.
Lands and interests in lands not owned or controlled by the Federal Gov-
ernment within the boundaries described on the accompanying map shall
be reserved as a part of the monument, and objects identified above that
are situated upon those lands and interests in lands shall be part of the
monument, upon acquisition of ownership or control by the Federal Gov-
ernment.

The Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) shall manage the monument
through the National Park Service, pursuant to applicable legal authorities,
consistent with the purposes and provisions of this proclamation. The Sec-
retary shall prepare a management plan for the monument, with full public
involvement, within 3 years of the date of this proclamation. The manage-
ment plan shall ensure that the monument fulfills the following purposes
for the benefit of present and future generations: (1) to preserve and protect
the objects of historic interest associated with Honouliuli Internment Camp,
and (2) to study and interpret the history of World War II internment and
detention in Hawai’i. The management plan shall set forth the desired rela-
tionship of the monument to other related resources, programs, and organi-
zations associated with World War II internment, detention, and exclusion.

The National Park Service shall use available authorities, as appropriate, to
enter into agreements to provide for access to the monument. The National
Park Service shall also use available authorities, as appropriate, to enter
into agreements with governmental and nongovernmental organizations to
provide for research, preservation, interpretation, and education at
Honouliuli and additional sites associated with World War II internment
in Hawai’i and exclusion elsewhere. The National Park Service shall also
coordinate management with World War II Valor in the Pacific National
Monument, which commemorates the broader story of the war in the Pa-
cific and its impacts on Hawai’i.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to revoke any existing with-
drawal, reservation, or appropriation; however, the monument shall be the
dominant reservation.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to appropriate, in-
jure, destroy, or remove any feature of this monument and not to locate or
settle upon any of the lands thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Proclamation 9235 of February 27, 2015
American Red Cross Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For more than 130 years, the devoted women and men of the American
Red Cross have responded to challenges at home and abroad with compas-
sion and generosity. In times of conflict and great tragedy, they deliver hu-
manitarian relief, save lives, and offer hope for a brighter tomorrow. Their
service has meant so much to so many, and it reflects a fundamental Amer-
ican truth: we look out for one another and we do not leave anyone behind.
This month, we renew our sense of common purpose and honor all those
whose sacrifices have made our society more prepared, resilient, and
united.

As a nurse and educator, Clara Barton dedicated her life to caring for others
and alleviating suffering. After years of tending to soldiers and families in
their hour of need, she established the American Red Cross, creating a force
for peace and recovery in the wake of the Civil War and opening paths for
millions across our Nation to serve their brothers and sisters. In the genera-
tions that followed, the American Red Cross and other service and relief
organizations have combated pandemics, supported our Armed Forces, and
provided disaster relief and mitigation worldwide.

In big cities and rural towns, American Red Cross volunteers support their
communities, helping people donate blood, teaching first aid, and increas-
ing local preparedness. Last year, our Nation once again bore witness to
their grit and resolve as thousands mobilized in response to devastating
mudslides, tornadoes, wildfires, and other emergencies. As selfless individ-
uals step forward—as neighbors assist neighbors, schools transform into
shelters, and donations become hot meals and dry clothes—they carry for-
ward Barton’s legacy and safeguard the promise that in moments of dark-
ness, there is hope. They remind us that when we stand together, America
emerges stronger.

Our Nation has always been shaped by ordinary Americans who dedicate
their lives to achieving the extraordinary. During American Red Cross
Month, let us ask what we can do for those around us and resolve to make
service to others a part of our everyday lives.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America and Honorary Chairman of the American Red Cross, by virtue of
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2015 as American Red Cross Month. I
encourage all Americans to observe this month with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities, and by supporting the work of service and relief
organizations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Proclamation 9236 of February 27, 2015

Irish-American Heritage Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The vibrant culture and rich heritage of the Irish people shaped many of
the earliest chapters of America’s story. Our common values and shared vi-
sion for the future laid the foundation for an eternal friendship between
Ireland and the United States, and today, daughters and sons of Erin con-
tinue to enrich our Nation. This month, we reaffirm the bonds of affection
between our two great countries, and we honor the courage and persever-
ance of the Irish-American community.

From ethereal green shores, generations of Irishmen and women set out
across an ocean to seek a new life in the New World. Often without family
or funds, these brave souls put their faith in the ideas at the heart of our
democracy—that we make our own destiny, and if we work hard and live
responsibly, we can build a better future for our children and grand-
children. Early immigrants from Ireland shaped our founding documents,
and in the decades and centuries since, Irish-American heroes—like the
courageous members of the Fighting 69th—have fought and died to protect
a Government of, by, and for the people.

Today, tens of millions of Americans proudly trace their heritage to the
Emerald Isle. They are descendants of our Founding Fathers, heirs to a re-
silient spirit forged during the Great Hunger and painful periods of dis-
crimination, and the latest in a long line of Irish Americans who have
poured their energy and passion into perfecting our Union. With grit and
determination, they have enhanced our communities, bolstered our econ-
omy, and strengthened our Nation. And their brogue continues to ring out
from our halls of government and every place people strive to make our
society more free, more fair, and more just.

The Irish story is one of hope and resolve—in it Americans see our own
dreams and aspirations. Our pasts are bound by blood and belief, by cul-
ture and commerce, and our futures are equally, inextricably linked. During
Irish-American Heritage Month, let us celebrate the people-to-people ties
between our nations and continue together our work to forge a brighter to-
morrow for every American and Irish child.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2015 as Irish-
American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Proclamation 9237 of February 27, 2015
National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths in the
United States. This year, more than 130,000 Americans will be diagnosed
with this cancer, and nearly 50,000 will die from it. Friends and loved ones
will be taken from us too soon by this disease, and the pain of cancer will
touch too many families. During National Colorectal Cancer Awareness
Month, we recognize all those who have been affected by this disease, and
we renew our commitment to a lifesaving endeavor: raising awareness of
colorectal cancer and the importance of screening.

Colorectal cancer is often preventable, and early detection and treatment
are critical. However, this disease does not always cause symptoms, and
most colorectal cancer occurs in individuals with no family history. That
is why it is crucial for people of all ages to discuss colorectal cancer with
their health care providers and understand the recommendations for, and
benefits of, screening. And, people between ages 50 and 75 should get reg-
ular screenings. Not only can testing save your life, it can also provide
peace of mind to your family and loved ones. I encourage Americans to
learn more about the risk factors and symptoms of colorectal cancer by vis-
iting www.Cancer.gov.

Every American deserves health security, and that is why I fought so hard
for the Affordable Care Act. Under the law, more families have access to
quality, affordable health care, and most insurance plans are required to
cover recommended preventive services without copays, including
colorectal cancer screenings for adults over 50. Earlier this year, I also an-
nounced the Precision Medicine Initiative to accelerate the design and test-
ing of treatments tailored to individual patients. This bold new effort aims
to revolutionize how our Nation fights disease, and it brings us closer to
curing cancer.

Even as we continue the urgent work of improving care, we cannot fill the
void left in the lives of those who know the true anguish of colorectal can-
cer. This month, we honor the loved ones we have lost to this disease and
those who battle it today. Let us stand with their families and all who are
committed to advancing the fight against cancer through research, advo-
cacy, and quality care. Together, we can build a future free from cancer in
all its forms.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2015 as National
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. I encourage all citizens, government
agencies, private businesses, non-profit organizations, and other groups to
join in activities that will increase awareness and prevention of colorectal
cancer.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the
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Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9238 of February 27, 2015
Women’s History Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout history, extraordinary women have fought tirelessly to broaden
our democracy’s reach and help perfect our Union. Through protest and ac-
tivism, generations of women have appealed to the values at the heart of
our Nation and fought to give meaning to the idea that we are all created
equal. As today’s women and girls reach for new heights, they stand on the
shoulders of all those who have come before and carry forward their legacy
of proud achievement. This month, we celebrate countless pioneering
women and the victories they won, and we continue our work to build a
society where our daughters have the same possibilities as our sons.

Courageous women have called not only for the absence of oppression, but
for the presence of opportunity. They have demonstrated for justice, but
also for jobs—ones that promise equal pay for equal work. And they have
marched for the right to vote not just so their voices would be heard, but
so they could have a seat at the head of the table. With grit and resolve,
they have fought to overcome discrimination and shatter glass ceilings, and
after decades of slow, steady, and determined progress, they have widened
the circle of opportunity for women and girls across our country.

Today, more women are their family’s main breadwinner than ever before.
Women are nearly half of our Nation’s workers, and they are increasingly
among the most skilled. At the same time, more than 60 percent of women
with children under the age of 5 participate in the labor force. This increas-
ing participation of women in our workforce has bolstered our economy
and strengthened our families, and it has demonstrated that the policies
that benefit women and working families benefit all of us.

But not all of the rules that govern our workplaces have caught up with
this reality, and today, too many of the opportunities that our mothers and
grandmothers fought for are going unrealized. That is why I am committed
to tearing down the barriers to full and equal participation in our economy
and society that still exist for too many women. All women deserve equal
pay for equal work and a living wage; the Congress needs to raise the min-
imum wage and pass a law that ensures a woman is paid the same as a
man for doing the same work. I continue to call for increased workplace
flexibility and access to paid leave—including paid sick leave—so that
hardworking Americans do not have to choose between being productive
employees and responsible family members. And I have proposed a plan
that would make quality child care available to every middle-class and
low-income family in America with young children. These are not only
women’s issues—they are family issues and national economic priorities.
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We know that when women succeed, America succeeds. The strength of
our economy rests on whether we make it possible for every citizen to con-
tribute to our growth and prosperity. As we honor the many patriots who
have shaped not only the destinies of other women, but also the direction
of our history, let us resolve to build on their efforts in our own time. As
a Nation, we must join our voices with the chorus of history and push for-
ward with unyielding faith to forge a more equal society for all our daugh-
ters and granddaughters—one where a woman’s potential is limited only by
the size of her dreams and the power of her imagination.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2015 as Women’s
History Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month and to cel-
ebrate International Women’s Day on March 8, 2015, with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities. I also invite all Americans to visit
www.WomensHistoryMonth.gov to learn more about the generations of
women who have left enduring imprints on our history.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9239 of February 27, 2015
National Consumer Protection Week, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As Americans, we believe that our destiny is written by us—not for us—
and that ours is a country where hard work should pay off and responsi-
bility should be rewarded. Through all of the challenges we have overcome
and the grueling work required to bring our economy out of the worst fi-
nancial crisis since the Great Depression, we have held on to that promise.
Yet each day, fraud, abuse, and theft threaten the economic well-being of
individuals and families across our Nation who spend their lives striving
to build a sense of security. During National Consumer Protection Week,
we redouble our efforts to protect Americans from financial fraud and iden-
tity theft, and to ensure our economy gives every person a chance to suc-
ceed.

Over the past 6 years, my Administration has been committed to protecting
the hard-earned money and privacy of our citizens. In today’s digital age,
we are more connected and do more online than ever before. Unfortu-
nately, the very technologies that empower us to do great good can also be
used to undermine us and inflict great harm. That is why my Administra-
tion is working to create a single, strong national standard so people know
when their information has been stolen or misused, and why we are en-
couraging companies to equip consumers with their credit scores free of
charge so they can quickly detect and deal with fraud. I also continue to
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call on the Congress to enact overdue cybersecurity legislation that will
help protect Americans—particularly by clarifying companies’ obligations
when sensitive data is breached.

As part of our BuySecure Initiative, the Federal Government is leading the
way by transitioning to a more secure chip and PIN payment system—be-
cause you should be able to visit our National Parks or use the Postal Serv-
ice without risking your identity. Earlier this year, we convened the first-
ever White House Summit on Cybersecurity and Consumer Protection, and
we are taking new steps to assist the victims of identity theft. Furthermore,
Americans who responsibly prepare for retirement should not be taken ad-
vantage of, so we are proposing a new rule to require retirement advisors
to put their clients’ financial interests before their own. We have also intro-
duced a discussion draft of legislation for a new Consumer Privacy Bill of
Rights to safeguard basic principles that both defend personal privacy and
allow industry to keep innovating.

Consumers can also take steps to protect themselves and their families.
Predatory and deceptive lending practices, identity theft, financial scams,
and fraud can cause lasting devastation for victims. By empowering our-
selves with information about our rights and the resources available to us,
we can be prepared and make better-informed decisions. I encourage every-
one to visit www.NCPW.gov and www.IdentityTheft.gov to learn more
about the risks and vulnerabilities we all face, as well as the steps we can
take to defend ourselves and the tools and support available to help save
time, money, and heartache.

When we, as Americans, put our minds together and our shoulders to the
wheel, we can accomplish anything. The United States created the Internet
and a new age of information—but we also pioneered the Bill of Rights,
and we believe individuals have a sphere of privacy around them that
should not be breached. This week, let us recommit to safeguarding con-
sumers, and let us strive to grow our economy in ways that preserve the
values we hold dear so that each of us has the power to translate our
dreams into reality.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 1 through March
7, 2015, as National Consumer Protection Week. I call upon government of-
ficials, industry leaders, and advocates across the Nation to share informa-
tion about consumer protection and provide our citizens with information
about their rights as consumers.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Proclamation 9240 of February 27, 2015

Read Across America Day, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a Nation, one of our greatest responsibilities is to ensure every Amer-
ican child can experience the transformative power of reading. Literacy is
the gateway to all other learning, and it is the most basic building block
of opportunity in an economy increasingly built on knowledge and innova-
tion. On Read Across America Day, we celebrate the ways literacy has en-
hanced our lives and recommit to empowering every student with a strong
start and a passion for reading.

The written word provides a window to a larger world. From prose and
poetry, we learn our earliest lessons about tolerance and empathy, and on
the pages of great books, children can see for the first time that their poten-
tial is limited only by the size of their dreams and the power of their imagi-
nations. Literature captures moral dilemmas that persist across generations,
chronicles our greatest achievements as a people, and reminds us of painful
chapters in our past so we do not repeat our mistakes. In powerful tales
and in the voices of complex characters, we learn eternal truths that illu-
minate the spirit of America and the intimacy of the human condition.

Brilliant writers enable us to stand in someone else’s shoes and identify
with their hopes and struggles—even if they do not look like us or share
our beliefs. They transport us to distant times and faraway lands, and today
we honor a storyteller who brought these new worlds into classrooms and
bedrooms all around the globe. The works of Theodor Seuss Geisel, better
known to us as Dr. Seuss, have sparked a love for reading in generations
of students. His whimsical wordplay and curious characters inspire chil-
dren to dream big and remind readers of all ages that ““a person’s a person
no matter how small.”

Reading is the means by which we discover new ideas and unlock the po-
tential of tomorrow’s leaders. As we recognize the importance of literacy,
let us resolve to play a part in developing the next generation of readers
and writers. As mentors, friends, and caring adults, we can raise our voices
to support the resources our students need in classrooms and libraries, and
take time to engage young people in this critical endeavor. Together, we
can enrich our souls, strengthen our society, and give every child a chance
to succeed.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2, 2015, as Read
Across America Day. I call upon children, families, educators, librarians,
public officials, and all the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the
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Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9241 of March 13, 2015
National Poison Prevention Week, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Household and environmental poisons pose risks to Americans of all ages.
While children under age 6 account for half of all cases of poison exposure,
more than 90 percent of poisoning deaths occur among people over the age
of 20. Poisonings are more common and more deadly than many people re-
alize—but they are often avoidable and treatable, and every person can take
action to guard against these preventable tragedies. During National Poison
Prevention Week, we raise awareness of the precautions each person can
take to protect their loved ones, as well as what to do in the event of a
poison emergency.

Most poisonings take place at home where cleaning products, cosmetics,
and other chemicals are stored. That is why it is important for parents and
caregivers to keep poisonous items out of their children’s sight and reach.
These items should be properly labeled and stored in their original con-
tainers—especially medicine, which is a major source of poisoning among
young people and adults. Before taking medication, whether over-the-
counter or prescribed, Americans should ensure they understand the in-
structions, including the proper dosage and how to avoid unsafe drug inter-
actions, and discuss any questions with a doctor or pharmacist. Everyone
should also be aware of local environmental poisons, including plants, in-
sects, and berries; practice safe food preparation and handling to avoid
food poisoning; and guard against carbon monoxide by installing detectors
for this colorless, odorless gas.

If you suspect someone has been poisoned, fast action is essential. Do not
wait for signs of poisoning. You should immediately call the toll-free Poi-
son Help line at 1-800-222-1222. The Poison Help line can also connect
you with experts to discuss questions about medication and other non-
emergency situations. Last year, I was proud to sign the Poison Center Net-
work Act, which reauthorized funding for the Poison Help line and also
supported poison control centers and nationwide efforts to raise awareness
about poison prevention and the resources available in local communities.

Education and awareness about poisons can save lives. I encourage all peo-
ple to speak out about the importance of poison prevention and discuss
these commonsense steps with their loved ones, coworkers, and neighbors.
To learn more, visit www.PoisonHelp.HRSA.gov. Information about safe
drug disposal is available at www.DEAdiversion.USDOJ.gov.

To encourage Americans to learn more about the dangers of accidental
poisonings and to take appropriate preventative measures, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved September 26, 1961, as amended (75 Stat. 681)
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has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation desig-
nating the third week of March each year as “National Poison Prevention
Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim March 15 through March 21, 2015, as Na-
tional Poison Prevention Week. I call upon all Americans to observe this
week by taking actions to protect their families from hazardous household
materials and misuse of prescription medicines.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9242 of March 24, 2015

Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of
Greek and American Democracy, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Since the dawn of our Nation, the United States and Greece have shared
a bond forged through common struggle and deeply rooted in mutual be-
liefs. Greek principles guided our Founders as they declared America’s
independence, and nearly half a century later, as Greek revolutionaries
fought to throw off the yoke of an empire, they renewed the creed that
unites free people everywhere: ordinary citizens can govern themselves.
Today, we celebrate the Hellenic spirit that has inspired our two great na-
tions — separated by an ocean but linked by a shared destiny written not
for us, but by us.

It was the democratic example of ancient Greece from which the founding
generation of Americans drew strength. In our Nation’s earliest days, we
sought wisdom from Greek history and philosophy, and we found hope
within the pages of timeless Greek texts. Mindful of the lessons of the Hel-
lenic story, courageous patriots undertook a bold experiment, securing the
blessings of liberty and laying the foundation for more than two centuries
of progress.

But even in the cradle of democracy, the promise of freedom was not pre-
ordained. More than 2,000 years after the values of self-determination first
found expression in a small group of Hellenic city-states, the Greek people
stood up against tyranny and sacrificed to restore democracy to its birth-
place. They met brutal hardship with unbreakable character, drew inspira-
tion from America’s revolution, and never lost faith in the ideals Greece
has always represented.

As Americans and Greeks, we are heirs to a long legacy of hard-won free-
dom and justice — values which we must not only preserve, but renew and
refresh in our own time. Generations of Greek Americans have enriched the
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United States and strengthened our communities. Their heritage and vi-
brant culture are reflected in our story of achievement and constant striv-
ing; their voices are among the chorus of citizens who have driven this
country inexorably forward. Today, as Greece works to lay a foundation for
long-term prosperity, our Nation continues to support our friend and
NATO ally and to help the Greek people reach for the future so many have
sought — one where all women and men are free to pursue their dreams,
realize their potential, and secure a brighter tomorrow for their children.

Together, we continue the righteous task of perfecting our two nations. On
the 194th anniversary of Greek independence, let us celebrate the enduring
ties between our peoples and stand with those around the world who long
for liberty and the chance to join in the noble work of building a democ-
racy.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2015, as Greek
Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek and American
Democracy. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9243 of March 30, 2015
César Chavez Day, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For more than two centuries, the arc of our Nation’s progress has been
shaped by ordinary people who have dedicated their lives to the extraor-
dinary work of building a more perfect Union. It is a story of achievement
and constant striving that has found expression in places where America’s
destiny has been decided—in Seneca Falls, Selma, and Stonewall, and in
the golden fields of California where an American hero discovered his
mighty voice. Today, we honor César Chavez and his lifetime of work to
make our country more free, more fair, and more just, and we reaffirm the
timeless belief he embodied: those who love their country can change it.

A son of migrant workers and a child of the Great Depression, César
Chévez believed every job has dignity and every person should have the
chance to reach beyond his or her circumstances and realize a brighter fu-
ture. When no one seemed to care about the farm workers who labored
without basic protections and for meager pay to help feed the world, César
Chévez awakened our Nation to their deplorable conditions and abject pov-
erty—injustices he knew firsthand. He organized, protested, fasted, and
alongside Dolores Huerta, founded the United Farm Workers. Slowly, he
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grew a small movement to a 10,000-person march and eventually a 17-mil-
lion-strong boycott of table grapes, rallying a generation around ‘“La Causa”
and forcing growers to agree to some of the first farm worker contracts in
history. Guided by a fierce commitment to nonviolence in support of a
righteous cause, he never lost faith in the power of opportunity for all.

As a Nation, we know the struggle to live up to the principles of our found-
ing does not end with any one victory or defeat. After César Chavez fought
for higher wages, he pushed for fresh drinking water, workers’ compensa-
tion, pension plans, and protection from pesticides. He strove every day for
the America he knew was possible. Today, we must take up his work and
carry forward this great unfinished task.

When immigrants labor in the shadows, they often earn unfair wages and
their families and our economy suffer—that is one reason why we have to
fix our broken immigration system and why I keep calling on the Congress
to enact comprehensive immigration reform. We need to continue to defend
the collective bargaining rights countless individuals have fought so hard
for and ensure our economy rewards hard work with a fair living wage,
paid leave, and equal pay for equal work.

César Chéavez knew that when you lift up one person, it enriches a commu-
nity; it bolsters our economy, strengthens our Nation, and gives meaning
to the creed that out of many, we are one. As we celebrate his life, we are
reminded of our obligations to one another and the extraordinary oppor-
tunity we are each given to work toward justice, equal opportunity, and a
better future for every one of our sisters and brothers.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 31, 2015, as César
Chévez Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate
service, community, and education programs to honor César Chavez’s en-
during legacy.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
March, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9244 of March 30, 2015
Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In every child—every girl dreaming big dreams and every boy hungry to
make something of himself—there exists limitless potential. Our young
people are the problem-solvers, thinkers, and visionaries of tomorrow who
will change the world as we know it, and they deserve the chance to fulfill
their enormous promise, no matter who they are or where they live. A good
education can open the door to opportunity, and it should be within the
reach of all who yearn for the chance to develop their minds and talents.
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Today, we celebrate the transformative power of education and honor a
man who inspired a passion for learning among a generation of students.

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, dedicated his
life to promoting education as the cornerstone of humanity. A tireless advo-
cate for youth around the world, he believed that “as long as there is still
one child that does not receive an adequate education, we can neither be
satisfied nor slacken our efforts.” In an era where a woman’s education was
not valued the same as a man’s, the Rebbe worked to tear down barriers
that stood in the way of girls who wanted to learn. He established a Jewish
organization for women and directed his teachings of service and scholar-
ship equally to young girls and boys. He was even known to write, “There
must be a girl!” on educational materials that depicted only boys.

Because of leaders like the Rebbe, we have made great strides toward
achieving quality education for all—but his legacy is not only a story of
progress, it is also a call to remember his words and take up this unfin-
ished task. Today, 62 million girls around the world who should be in
school are not. Children who deserve an education, who have the power
to change the course of history, face unacceptable obstacles because of their
gender, the circumstances of their birth, or the customs of their society.

If we want to strengthen families and communities, bolster economic
growth, and promote stability worldwide, we must work to increase the
number of girls in school and empower all children with the resources they
need to reach for a brighter future. This is not only a humanitarian issue;
it is also critical to our security and global economic prosperity. That is
why First Lady Michelle Obama and I recently launched a new initiative
called Let Girls Learn. As part of this effort, my Administration will be sup-
porting hundreds of community-driven projects around the world that will
build on investments we have made and successes we have achieved in
global primary school education. At the same time, we are making it clear
to any country who wants to work with us that they must address the chal-
lenges preventing young women from attending and completing school—
such as fees, threats of violence, and the false belief that girls are not wor-
thy of an education.

We are committed to making a global and generational impact, but Let Girls
Learn is also about reminding Americans about the importance of high-
quality education for all. As we help lift up children worldwide, my Ad-
ministration will continue to fight for every young person here at home.
We will not let up on our efforts to deliver the best possible education to
all people in the United States, including our work to expand access to
high-quality preschool to every child and provide our Nation’s classrooms
with the best technology. And we are expanding our strategy to make high-
er education more affordable by promoting a Student Aid Bill of Rights and
calling for 2 years of free community college for anyone who is willing to
work for it.

Across the globe, girls have pushed forward to pursue an education in the
face of poverty and threats to their safety. They are bold, ambitious, and
undeterred by immense challenges. Today, we are called to meet their re-
solve with a commitment worthy of their character. On Education and
Sharing Day, U.S.A., we recognize educators, pioneers of change, and all
those who have unlocked the spark of something extraordinary within a
child, and we rededicate ourselves to building a world where the destiny
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of every young person is limited only by the size of their dreams and the
power of their imagination.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 31, 2015, as Edu-
cation and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to observe this
day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
March, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9245 of March 31, 2015
National Child Abuse Prevention Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every child is born into a world filled with limitless possibilities, and as
a Nation, we must ensure all our young people have the support they need
to realize their enormous potential. Regardless of who they are or the cir-
cumstances of their birth, each child deserves to be cared for, cherished,
and kept safe from harm. Tragically, abuse and neglect erode this promise
for hundreds of thousands of America’s daughters and sons each year. This
is an injustice. It is contrary to the values of good caretaking and the prin-
ciples of our Nation, and it must not be tolerated. This month, we celebrate
the love and courage it takes to raise a child; we reaffirm the fundamental
human rights of all children to live free from violence and abuse; and we
rededicate ourselves to ending the cycle of harm too many girls and boys
face.

A strong, stable family is the best foundation for a promising childhood,
and when parents and caregivers have support—from loved ones, friends,
and their community—they are more likely to provide safe and healthy en-
vironments for children. It is important for all people to recognize the signs
of child neglect and physical, sexual, and emotional abuse, including sud-
den changes in behavior or school performance and untreated physical or
medical issues. Reporting any concerns could protect a child and connect
a family with the help they need. To learn more about how to prevent and
report child abuse, visit www.ChildWelfare.gov/Preventing.

My Administration is committed to strengthening our Nation’s families and
doing everything we can to make it easier for mothers and fathers to care
and provide for their children. We are also investing in evidence-based
State and local programs that promote positive parenting and caregiving to
help prevent child abuse and neglect. These efforts can help decrease the
number of children entering the foster care system and provide better out-
comes for those in it. We will continue to work with the faith community
and the private sector to bolster all those who support our Nation’s young
people, and I encourage leaders across all levels of government to invest
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in services for victims and provide the resources and protections our kids
need.

The work of raising our children is the most important job in our country,
and it is also the most challenging. At times, it can be difficult to live up
to the enormous responsibilities that come with being a parent, especially
when families face hardship. But parenthood does not demand perfection.
If we do our best for our children—to nurture their healthy development,
seek assistance when needed, and meet our obligations to them—we can
demonstrate to our daughters and sons that they are always our first pri-
ority.

As a Nation and as individuals, our attitudes toward our children set a
powerful example that shapes their character and influences the kind of
people they will become. During National Child Abuse Prevention Month,
we renew our commitment to protect the safety and well-being of every
child, and we resolve to continue the hard work of raising a generation that
can dream bigger and reach higher than ever before.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2015 as National
Child Abuse Prevention Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this
month with programs and activities that help prevent child abuse and pro-
vide for children’s physical, emotional, and developmental needs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9246 of March 31, 2015
National Financial Capability Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation is built on the idea that we do best when everyone gets a fair
shot. Six years after a devastating recession shook many Americans’ faith
in our financial system, our economy is steadily growing and creating new
jobs—but we must do more to restore the link between hard work and
growing opportunity for every person. We believe responsibility should be
rewarded, and that begins by empowering all people with the tools and
knowledge they need to share in America’s prosperity. During National Fi-
nancial Capability Month, we renew our efforts to support the informed fi-
nancial decisions that will open doors into the middle class and help en-
sure economic security for all.

Critical decisions—from financing higher education to saving for retire-
ment—can have lasting consequences for individuals and for our country’s
economy. Financial literacy enables people of all ages to make smart
choices and set goals to protect their hard-earned income. And increasing
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individuals’ understanding of debt, including mortgages and credit cards,
helps guarantee every person receives equal treatment and is able to secure
lasting opportunity. By strengthening the financial capability of all Ameri-
cans, we are investing in the fundamental promise of a brighter future and
building a more prosperous Nation.

My Administration continues to take action to provide all Americans with
the resources they need to get ahead. We launched the “Know Before You
Owe” campaign so students and families have a straightforward tool to
compare financial aid offers from different colleges, and we simplified
mortgage forms so homeowners are better able to comprehend their terms.
We started the myRA program, a new type of savings account to help
Americans take control over their future, and we are proposing new rules
to require financial advisors to put their clients’ interests before their
own—ensuring all who responsibly prepare for retirement receive the best
information possible. To focus on increasing financial capability in our
schools, workplaces, and communities, I created the President’s Advisory
Council on Financial Capability for Young Americans, and last year, I
signed legislation to support programs that teach young people personal fi-
nance skills.

Increasing financial capability across our Nation is an essential component
of middle-class economics. This month, let us all take time to increase our
knowledge of our finances and encourage our friends and family to do the
same. To start, all Americans can take advantage of the free, reliable finan-
cial resources at www.MyMoney.gov, www.ConsumerFinance.gov, and 1-
800-FED-INFO.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2015 as National
Financial Capability Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this
month with programs and activities to improve their understanding of fi-
nancial principles and practices.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9247 of April 1, 2015
National Cancer Control Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For generations, the United States has been committed to combating cancer.
It is a battle fought by our finest medical researchers, devoted health care
professionals, and the many loved ones who have known the pain of this
disease. Over decades, our Nation has made extraordinary progress. The
overall rates of cancer deaths are decreasing for both women and men, and
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most survivors live longer and enjoy a better quality of life than ever be-
fore. Still, cancer remains the second most common cause of death in
America, and there is more work to do. This month, we stand with all
those touched by cancer and redouble our efforts to prevent, detect, and
treat this disease.

All people can take steps to reduce their chances of developing cancer.
Maintaining a healthy weight, protecting skin from exposure to ultraviolet
radiation, and limiting alcohol consumption can help individuals live
healthier lives. Because cigarettes are a major cause of cancer, quitting
smoking and reducing exposure to secondhand smoke can also decrease
risk. For advice on how to quit smoking, go to www.SmokeFree.gov or call
1-800—QUIT-NOW. I also encourage Americans to visit www.Cancer.gov
for more information on cancer prevention.

When cancer is found in an early stage, it can be easier to treat and the
chances of survival often increase. My Administration has fought to make
this possible for more Americans. Protections under the Affordable Care
Act require most insurance plans to cover recommended preventive serv-
ices without copays, including some cancer screenings for qualifying indi-
viduals. These protections also eliminate annual and lifetime dollar limits
on coverage and prohibit insurers from denying coverage because of pre-
existing conditions, including cancer.

New technologies and strategic investments have made the difference be-
tween life and death for many of today’s cancer patients. But as Americans,
we have never been satisfied to rest on the accomplishments of our past;
we reach for the future and stretch the boundaries of what is possible. That
is why earlier this year, I announced my plan to lead a new era of medi-
cine—one that delivers the right treatment at the right moment and brings
us closer to curing cancer in our time. By investing in new research meth-
ods that will enable clinicians to tailor treatments to individual patients,
the Precision Medicine Initiative will revolutionize how our Nation com-
bats disease.

As we continue the urgent work of improving research, treatment, and care,
let us remember those lost to cancer. During National Cancer Control
Month, we recognize all who dedicate their lives to advancing the fight
against this disease, and we recommit to achieving a future free from can-
cer in all its forms.

The Congress of the United States, by joint resolution approved March 28,
1938 (52 Stat. 148; 36 U.S.C. 103), as amended, has requested the President
to issue an annual proclamation declaring April as “Cancer Control
Month.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim April 2015 as National Cancer Control Month.
I encourage citizens, government agencies, private businesses, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and other interested groups to join in activities that will in-
crease awareness of what Americans can do to prevent and control cancer.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Proclamation 9248 of April 1, 2015
National Donate Life Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

At this moment, more than 123,000 Americans are in need of a life-saving
organ transplant. Our Nation continues to face a critical shortage of donors,
and every day, 21 people die waiting for an organ. This month, we renew
our call for organ, eye, and tissue donors, and we honor all those who have
given the extraordinary gift of life.

The decision to become a donor can save up to eight lives and enhance
many more—men, women, and children who depend on the generosity and
sacrifice of others to receive the vital care they require. I encourage individ-
uals of all ages and backgrounds to consider this unique opportunity to
help those in need and to discuss this choice with friends and family. For
more information and to learn how to join your State’s donor registry, visit
www.OrganDonor.gov.

In the face of uncertainty and suffering, Americans have always joined to-
gether, drawing strength and comfort from our commitment to one another;
we find hope through faith and our enduring belief that we are our broth-
ers’ and sisters’ keepers. During National Donate Life Month, let us stand
with all those who know the pain of an uncertain tomorrow and redouble
our efforts to save and improve the lives of Americans across our country.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2015 as National
Donate Life Month. I call upon health care professionals, volunteers, edu-
cators, government agencies, faith-based and community groups, and pri-
vate organizations to join forces to boost the number of organ, eye, and tis-
sue donors throughout our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9249 of April 1, 2015

National Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month,
2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As Americans, we each have the power to shape our country’s course and
contribute to the extraordinary task of perfecting our Union. For more than
two centuries, progress has been won by ordinary citizens—women and

42



Proclamations Proc. 9249

men who joined arms and marched toward justice. This month, we are
once again reminded that we can change our culture for the better by
standing together against the quiet tolerance of sexual assault and refusing
to accept the unacceptable.

Nearly one in five women in America has been a victim of rape or at-
tempted rape. Every year, too many women and too many men are sexually
assaulted and abused. This is an affront to our basic decency and human-
ity, and it must end. Sexual assault harms our communities, weakens the
foundation of our Nation, and hurts those we love most. For survivors, the
awful pain can take years to heal—sometimes it never does. When an indi-
vidual’s possibilities are limited by the scars of violence and abuse, our
country is deprived of enormous potential. Sexual assault takes a collective
toll on all of us, and it is everyone’s responsibility not only to speak out,
but also to take action against this injustice.

More than two decades ago, then United States Senator Joe Biden did both.
At a time when many victims were stigmatized or left to suffer in silence,
he authored the Violence Against Women Act, which would forever im-
prove the way our country responds to sexual assault and domestic vio-
lence. In the decades since, our Nation has built on that progress. We have
taken strides toward changing the way people think about sexual mis-
conduct, making it clear that every person has the fundamental human
right to be free from sexual assault and domestic violence.

Thanks to the work of advocates, community leaders, public servants, and
courageous survivors who shared their stories, our Nation has come an in-
credibly long way. But from schools to military bases and throughout all
communities in America, we must do more to end the crime of sexual as-
sault. My Administration has made this a priority since day one, beginning
with the establishment of the first-ever White House Advisor on Violence
Against Women. And we will keep fighting as long as it takes.

We have taken action to strengthen our criminal justice system, uphold the
civil rights of victims and survivors of sexual assault, and ensure that all
people can live free from sexual violence. Now in its second year, the
White House Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault is helping
schools live up to their obligations to educate students in safe environ-
ments. We continue to address the impact of sexual assault on persons liv-
ing with or at risk for HIV/AIDS. I have also made clear that violence and
abuse have no place in the finest military this world has ever known. And
last fall, we launched the “It’s On Us” campaign to let people know every-
one has a role to play in preventing and effectively responding to sexual
violence.

It’s on parents and caregivers to teach their children to respect and value
others. It’s on teammates, classmates, and colleagues to recognize sexual
misconduct and intervene to stop it. It’s on all of us to work for the change
we need to shift the attitudes and behaviors that allow sexual assault to
go unnoticed, unreported, and unpunished. During National Sexual Assault
Awareness and Prevention Month, let us commit to being part of the solu-
tion and rededicate ourselves to creating a society where violence is not
tolerated, survivors are supported, and all people are able to pursue their
fullest measure of happiness without fear of abuse or assault.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
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the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2015 as National
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month. I urge all Americans to
support survivors of sexual assault and work together to prevent these
crimes in their communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9250 of April 1, 2015
World Autism Awareness Day, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On World Autism Awareness Day, our Nation recognizes all those around
the globe who live on the autism spectrum. We celebrate the countless
ways they strengthen our communities and enrich our world—and we reaf-
firm their fundamental rights to participate fully in society, live with re-
spect, and achieve their greatest potential.

In the United States, millions of adults and young people live with autism
spectrum disorder, including 1 out of every 68 children. They are our col-
leagues, classmates, friends, and loved ones, and they each have something
to contribute to the American story. In large cities and small towns, indi-
viduals with autism live independent and productive lives, and our Nation
is better because of their unique talents and perspectives. Their example
reminds us that all people have inherent dignity and worth, and that every-
one deserves a fair shot at opportunity.

My Administration is committed to helping Americans with autism fulfill
their potential by ensuring access to the resources and programs they need.
The Affordable Care Act prohibits companies from denying health insur-
ance because of pre-existing conditions such as autism, and the law also
requires most insurance plans to cover preventive services—including au-
tism and developmental screenings for young children—without copays.
Last year, I was proud to sign the Autism CARES Act of 2014, which bol-
stered training and educational opportunities for professionals serving chil-
dren or adults on the autism spectrum. And as part of the BRAIN Initiative,
we continue to invest in innovative research that aims to revolutionize our
understanding of conditions like autism and improve the lives of all who
live with them.

The greatness of our Nation lies in the diversity of our people. When more
Americans are able to pursue their full measure of happiness, it makes our
Union more perfect and uplifts us all. Today, let us honor advocates, pro-
fessionals, family members, and all who work to build brighter tomorrows
alongside those with autism. Together, we can create a world free of bar-
riers to inclusion and full of understanding and acceptance of the dif-
ferences that make us strong.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2, 2015, World Au-
tism Awareness Day. I encourage all Americans to learn more about autism
and what they can do to support individuals on the autism spectrum and
their families.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9251 of April 6, 2015
National Public Health Week, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Last year, as Ebola spread in West Africa—overwhelming public health sys-
tems and threatening to cross more borders—American women and men re-
sponded with extraordinary courage and dedication, traveling to the front
lines of the outbreak and leading preparedness efforts here at home. Driven
by their sense of duty and a commitment to serving a cause greater than
themselves, public health professionals rose to the challenge at home and
abroad and turned the tide of an epidemic. They demonstrated what is pos-
sible when America leads and when we make policy based on sound
science and good judgment. Their efforts represent what is best about our
national character and embody the most basic human instinct: to leave our
children a safer, healthier, more prosperous world.

As a Nation, we must continue to support public health with the same
sense of purpose and fierce determination. This week, we join together to
declare our intent to rise to the challenges of a changing world and meet
our moral obligations to protect the health of our country and the well-
being of the next generation.

America’s public health is deeply tied to the health of our environment.
As our planet becomes more interconnected and our climate continues to
warm, we face new threats to our safety and well-being. In the past three
decades, the percentage of Americans with asthma has more than doubled,
and climate change is putting these individuals and many other vulnerable
populations at greater risk of landing in the hospital. Rising temperatures
can lead to more smog, longer allergy seasons, and an increased incidence
of extreme-weather-related injuries and illnesses.

My Administration is dedicated to combating the health impacts of climate
change. As part of my Climate Action Plan, we have proposed the first-ever
carbon pollution limits for existing power plants—standards that would
help Americans live longer, healthier lives. And as we continue to ensure
the resilience of our health care system, we are working to prepare our
health care facilities to handle the effects of a changing planet. Climate
change is no longer a distant threat. Its effects are felt today, and its costs
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can be measured in human lives. Every person, every community, and
every nation has a duty to protect the health of all our children and grand-
children, and my Administration is committed to leading this effort.

The United States has faced challenges before, and each time we have bold-
ly taken responsibility for our destiny and reached for the future we knew
was possible. Today, vaccines prevent diseases that once devastated na-
tions—and we should do more to spread the facts about their benefits.
After 5 years of the Affordable Care Act, more than 16 million uninsured
Americans have gained health insurance coverage, and this achievement
has cut the ranks of the uninsured by nearly one-third.

We are shifting the focus of our country’s health care system from sickness
and disease to wellness and prevention. First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s
Move! initiative is working to make it easier for parents and children to
make healthy choices about the food they eat and the exercise they get
every day. With partners around the world, the United States launched the
Global Health Security Agenda to help prevent, detect, and respond to out-
breaks before they become epidemics. And my Administration is taking ag-
gressive, coordinated actions to slow the emergence and prevent the spread
of antibiotic-resistant bacteria.

Public health is the foundation for a brighter tomorrow. When we invest
in the safety and well-being of all Americans, we enrich our communities,
bolster our economy, and strengthen our Nation. During National Public
Health Week, we recognize public health professionals and all who care for
the welfare of others, and we recommit to doing everything within our
power to build a world where every child can enjoy the limitless possibili-
ties of a healthy life.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 6 through April
12, 2015, as National Public Health Week. I call on all citizens, government
agencies, private businesses, non-profit organizations, and other groups to
join in activities and take action to improve the health of our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9252 of April 8, 2015
National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For more than two centuries, courageous patriots have fought and sac-
rificed to secure the freedoms that define our Nation’s character and shape
our way of life. With honor and distinction, they have borne the burdens
of defending these values, enduring tremendous hardship so that we might
know a freer, safer, more peaceful world. On National Former Prisoner of
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War Recognition Day, we honor the women and men who traded their lib-
erty—and sometimes their lives—to protect our own, and we acknowledge
the profound debt of gratitude we owe these extraordinary members of our
Armed Forces.

Thousands of American servicemen and women have experienced unimagi-
nable trials and profound cruelty as prisoners of war. Many suffered mental
and physical torture. Often they faced starvation, isolation, and the uncer-
tainty of indefinite captivity. But even in their darkest moments, these he-
roes displayed courage and determination. They met immense anguish with
an indomitable resolve and stood fast for the principles in which they be-
lieved. Their sacrifice represents what is best about our people and chal-
lenges us to live up to our Nation’s highest ideals.

These warriors endured days, months, and sometimes years of imprison-
ment, missing irreplaceable milestones and simple moments at home. But
they were never forgotten; they were remembered every day by loved ones.
Families, friends, and communities—sustained by unyielding devotion
through periods of painful unknown—never lost hope. And the United
States of America remained deeply committed to our profound obligation
to never leave our men and women in uniform behind.

As we reflect on the sacrifices that have made progress throughout our
world possible, we are reminded of our solemn duty to serve our former
prisoners of war, their families, and all our veterans as well as they served
us. Today, we recommit to upholding this sacred trust, and we pay tribute
to all those who have given of themselves to protect our Union.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2015, as Na-
tional Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon all Americans
to observe this day of remembrance by honoring all American prisoners of
war, our service members, and our veterans. I also call upon Federal, State,
and local government officials and organizations to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9253 of April 10, 2015
National Volunteer Week, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a Nation, our greatest resource is our people. We each have the power
to strengthen the fabric of our society and make the world a better place.
Every day, Americans across the country realize this enormous potential
through service to others and by giving back to their communities. During
National Volunteer Week, we recognize those who embrace a life of active,
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energetic, and engaged citizenship, and we reaffirm our belief that all peo-
ple have something to contribute to the American story.

This spirit of service is deeply embedded in our culture and vital to our
national character. It reflects the idea that we are each our brothers’ and
our sisters’ keepers, and it is a core part of being an American. Through
service, ordinary people can make an extraordinary impact. In times of
tragedy, volunteers are a source of comfort and resilience; in places of great
need, they offer hope and renew our faith that a brighter day lies ahead;
and in small neighborhoods and bustling cities, these dedicated individuals
help build ladders of opportunity for people of all ages and backgrounds.
Volunteers—often with few resources and little recognition—make enor-
mous sacrifices to lift up the people around them as well as those they may
never meet. As they do, they give new life to the values that bind us to-
gether as Americans and to the promise that those who love their country
can change it.

My Administration is working to empower more Americans with opportu-
nities to give back to their neighborhoods and to our country, and we are
committed to supporting those who already do. That is why we created a
task force to find new ways to expand and improve national service. And
last year we launched the Employers of National Service initiative because
we know those who are passionate about making a difference in their com-
munities have the talents and experience to bolster our Nation’s workforce.
Through the Corporation for National and Community Service, we are in-
vesting in programs like AmeriCorps and Senior Corps, and we have ex-
panded the scope of these opportunities—initiatives such as School Turn-
around AmeriCorps, justice AmeriCorps, and STEM AmeriCorps are focus-
ing on some of our country’s most pressing needs.

The unending task of perfecting our Nation does not fall to any one person
or to our Government alone—and the solutions to the problems we face do
not lie beyond our reach. We must enlist all Americans in the effort to
build a better future for the next generation, and we should each make
service a lifelong commitment. Together, we can work to meet our Nation’s
challenges, not just for one day, but every day. This week, let us renew our
commitment to this important cause and rededicate ourselves to the work
ahead.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 12 through April
18, 2015, as National Volunteer Week. I call upon all Americans to observe
this week by volunteering in service projects across our country and pledg-
ing to make service a part of their daily lives. To find a service opportunity
nearby, visit www.Serve.gov.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Proclamation 9254 of April 10, 2015
Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

One hundred and twenty-five years ago, delegates from countries through-
out the Western Hemisphere came together to establish the International
Union of American Republics, the forerunner to what is today the oldest
regional international organization in the world: the Organization of Amer-
ican States. In the years since, our nations have collaborated to address re-
gional challenges and improve the lives of people across the Americas. On
Pan American Day and during Pan American Week, we reaffirm our hemi-
sphere’s enduring friendship, and we recommit to working as equal part-
ners to support robust civil societies and expand opportunity.

The United States and our regional neighbors are bound by our mutual de-
sire for peace and stability, and the common yearning of all our peoples—
to build a better life for themselves and their families. We share vibrant
people-to-people connections and extensive economic links. These ties are
vital to our security and prosperity, and when we work together to
strengthen them, we help ensure a brighter future for the next generation.

My Administration is dedicated to joining with our Pan American partners
to promote and protect human rights, open markets, expand fair trade, and
advance the values of democracy and freedom. Last December, we began
a new chapter in this commitment. In the most significant changes to our
policy in more than 50 years, the United States is beginning to normalize
our relations with Cuba. As we extend a hand of friendship to the Cuban
people, we have the potential to lift up a nation and end a legacy of mis-
trust in our hemisphere.

We continue to expand trade among the nations of the Americas because
we know when we allow businesses to grow their markets it extends op-
portunity to a wider circle of people. We are fostering small business con-
nections throughout the Americas and bolstering women-owned and man-
aged enterprises. Through the 100,000 Strong in the Americas initiative, the
United States is striving to increase educational exchanges that open doors
to new markets, innovative research, and region-wide prosperity. And as
our nations face common energy and environmental concerns, my Admin-
istration is working with leaders and experts from the region to ensure
every person in the Western Hemisphere will have access to the electricity
they need at a price they can afford—in a manner that is socially respon-
sible and environmentally beneficial.

As we head into this week, I will attend the Summit of the Americas in
Panama. As leaders from across the Pan American community come to-
gether, we will continue our work to address the shared challenges our
countries face today. When our people—our leaders, our civil society mem-
bers, and all the sons and daughters of the Americas—join in a spirit of
mutual interest and mutual respect, we can build a future of greater peace,
security, and possibility for every person who calls the Americas home.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
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the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2015, as Pan
American Day and April 12 through April 18, 2015, as Pan American
Week. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of the other areas under the flag
of the United States of America to honor these observances with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9255 of April 13, 2015
National Equal Pay Day, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In the United States, the promise of opportunity is built on the idea that
everyone who works hard should have the chance to get ahead. This creed
is at the core of our democracy, and it is central to our belief that America
does best when all people are able to share in our Nation’s prosperity and
contribute to our success. Yet every day, countless women perform the
same work as their male colleagues only to earn less than their fair share.
On National Equal Pay Day, we mark how far into the new year women
would have to work just to earn the same as men did in the previous year,
and we renew our efforts to end this injustice.

On average, full-time working women earn 78 cents for every dollar earned
by men, and women of color face an even greater disparity. This wage gap
puts women at a career-long disadvantage, and it harms families, commu-
nities, and our entire economy. Today, in more than half of all households,
women are breadwinners—49 million children depend on women’s sala-
ries. But our economy and our policies have not caught up to this reality.
When women experience pay discrimination it limits their future, and it
also hurts the people they provide for. It means less for their families’ ev-
eryday needs, for investments in their children’s futures, and for their own
retirements. These effects reduce our shared prosperity and restrict our Na-
tion’s economic growth. Wage inequality affects us all, and we each must
do more to make certain that women are full and equal participants in our
economy.

When we take action to help women succeed, we help America succeed,
and my Administration is committed to ensuring women have every oppor-
tunity to reach their fullest potential. The first bill I signed as President
was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, and the following year—to crack
down on violations of equal pay laws—I created the National Equal Pay
Task Force, which to date has helped women recover millions of dollars
in lost wages. If workers do not know they are underpaid, they cannot chal-
lenge the inequality; that is why we are going to require Federal contractors
to submit data on employee compensation, including data by sex and race,
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and why last year I signed an Executive Order prohibiting Federal contrac-
tors from retaliating against employees who choose to discuss their pay.
And I continue to call on the Congress to pass the Paycheck Fairness Act
to protect all people’s fundamental right to a fair wage.

In the last half-century, our economy has changed in many ways for the
better because of the increased participation of women. But our values are
not yet fully reflected in how we pay women. We tell our daughters that
in America there are no limits to what they can achieve—yet their mothers
face persistent barriers to equality and success. We have to do better be-
cause our daughters deserve better. If we come together, we can change the
policies and attitudes that hold women back, and we can fix this. On this
day, we recommit to making equal pay a reality, and we continue our work
to build a world where all our children are limited only by the size of their
dreams and the power of their imaginations.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2015, as Na-
tional Equal Pay Day. I call upon all Americans to recognize the full value
of women’s skills and their significant contributions to the labor force, ac-
knowledge the injustice of wage inequality, and join efforts to achieve
equal pay.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9256 of April 14, 2015
Day of Remembrance for President Abraham Lincoln

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

President Abraham Lincoln believed that we are, at heart, one Nation and
one people. At a time when America was torn apart and our very future
was in doubt, he knew our country was more than a collection of States,
and that we shared a bond that would not break. One hundred fifty years
after President Lincoln’s death, Americans join together across the Union
he saved to honor his memory and celebrate the freedom for which he gave
his last full measure of devotion.

A self-taught man, rugged rail-splitter, and humble lawyer from Springfield,
Nlinois, President Lincoln believed in the fierce independence that lies at
the heart of the American experience. But he also knew that together, we
can do great things—that it is through the accumulated toil and sacrifice
of ordinary women and men that our country is perfected and our liberty
preserved.

President Lincoln understood the immense sacrifices required to give
meaning to our founding principles. With enduring faith and steady re-
solve, he led our Nation through Civil War, knowing the blood shed was
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in painful service to those same ideals. He sought to reunite our people not
only in Government, but also in a freedom that knew no bounds of color
or creed. It was in this spirit that he issued the Emancipation Proclamation,
forever joining the cause of our Union with the advancement of liberty. As
our Nation gave birth to a new era of freedom, President Lincoln charted
a course that would help bind the wounds of a divided country and bring
healing to a people who desperately needed it.

Even while his Presidency was characterized by war, his ambition was a
just and lasting peace. Amid the discord of great conflict, President Lincoln
demonstrated the wisdom to look forward. He knew a united America
could serve the hopes of all its people if they seized the opportunity of
their time. He established land-grant colleges and committed to a railroad
connecting East to West, even as he fought to hold together North and
South. He fueled new enterprises with a national currency, spurred innova-
tion, and ignited America’s imagination with a National Academy of
Sciences.

As we reflect on the Great Emancipator, we are reminded that we will be
remembered for what we choose to make of the moment we are given.
President Lincoln has passed on a tremendous legacy to us, and we too are
called to do great things. His example gives us confidence that whatever
trials await us, this Nation and the freedom we cherish can, and will, pre-
vail. Today, we reflect on the extraordinary progress he made possible, and
with one voice, we rededicate ourselves to the work of ensuring a Govern-
ment of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the
earth.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 15, 2015, as a Day
of Remembrance for President Abraham Lincoln. I call upon all Americans
to honor his life and legacy with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities. I also call upon the Governors of the United States and its Terri-
tories, and appropriate officials of all units of government, to direct that the
flag be flown at half-staff on the Day of Remembrance for President Abra-
ham Lincoln. I further encourage all Americans to display the flag at half-
staff from their homes and businesses on that day.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Proclamation 9257 of April 17, 2015
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In recent decades, our Nation has made tremendous progress in reducing
the crime rate and building safer communities for all Americans. Yet trag-
ically, millions of people continue to be victimized by crime each year—
it happens every day, and it can happen to anyone. When one person’s life
is shaken by crime, it tears at the fabric of our Nation and erodes the values
we cherish. That is why we all must help rebuild the promise of justice
and fairness for those whose lives are forever changed by crime. This week,
as we stand with these men, women, and children, we renew our commit-
ment to supporting them in their time of need, and we reaffirm the basic
human right of all people to live free from violence.

All crime victims have fundamental rights; however, many underserved
populations face significant barriers to accessing the protections and assist-
ance they deserve. That is why as my Administration has worked to bolster
the rights, services, and support for all victims of crime, we have particu-
larly focused on at-risk communities. I was proud to sign the reauthoriza-
tion of the Violence Against Women Act, which included additional provi-
sions to help immigrants and Native American communities, as well as
new protections to ensure victims do not face discrimination based on sex-
ual orientation or gender identity when they seek assistance. And we are
investing in training programs for law enforcement and other professionals
who assist underserved individuals.

My Administration is committed to standing up for the rights of those af-
fected by all types of crime, and we are taking action to stop crime before
it happens. Last year, I established the White House Task Force to Protect
Students from Sexual Assault to improve efforts to prevent and effectively
respond to sexual assault on our Nation’s campuses. The Federal Govern-
ment is developing new tools to assist victims of economic and financial
crimes. We are also working to implement the recommendations from my
Task Force on 21st Century Policing, which generated a series of practical,
commonsense proposals to help reduce crime while building public trust.
And we continue our work to reduce other violent and heinous crimes—
such as human trafficking, elder abuse, and violence against persons with
disabilities—and to improve access to necessary services for the victims of
these crimes.

When communities come together to declare that crime is not tolerated, to
empower victims, and to work toward a brighter tomorrow, it gives new
life to our democracy and our system of justice. During National Crime Vic-
tims’ Rights Week, we lift up service providers, criminal justice profes-
sionals, and all who are committed to improving efforts to prevent and re-
spond to the effects of crime. Together, let us rededicate ourselves to the
important work of supporting victims’ rights and continue our efforts to
build a safer, stronger, more just future for all Americans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
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the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 19 through April
25, 2015, as National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to observe this week by participating in events that raise awareness
of victims’ rights and services, and by volunteering to serve victims in their
time of need.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9258 of April 20, 2015
National Park Week, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s grandeur and God-given bounty are the birthright of all our peo-
ple. Our national parks, monuments, lands, and waters belong to us all,
and every person should be able to use and enjoy these unparalleled public
lands. To celebrate the places that make America great—the treasures that
writer and conservationist Wallace Stegner once called ““‘the geography of
hope”—and to kick off National Park Week, this weekend the National Park
Service is offering free admission. I encourage all people to explore our nat-
ural wonders and rediscover the essential part of the American spirit they
reflect.

As our Nation prepares to celebrate the centennial of the National Park
Service next year, my Administration is encouraging Americans to “Find
Your Park” all year long. America’s public lands and waters are living
classrooms, active laboratories, and vast playgrounds, offering space to get
outside and be active. These places reflect our heritage and help tell the
stories about giants of our history and extraordinary chapters of our past.
They teach us about ourselves, rejuvenate our spirit, and keep us connected
to what it means to be American. They offer something for everyone, and
chances are, there is a National Park closer to you than you think. To learn
more, visit www.FindYourPark.com.

As President, I am committed to ensuring every child in America—regard-
less of who they are or where they live—has this opportunity to discover
the great outdoor spaces that have inspired women and men for genera-
tions. That is why earlier this year I launched the Every Kid in a Park ini-
tiative, which will provide all fourth graders and their families with free
admission to our National Parks and other Federal lands and waters for a
full year. My Administration will also work to make it easier for schools
and families to plan trips to visit these places of natural splendor, helping
to ensure all our young people have the chance to experience for them-
selves some of our Nation’s greatest assets.

Americans are heirs to an extraordinary legacy of conservation and envi-
ronmental stewardship that has protected our great outdoors for the use
and benefit of all. We are blessed with the most beautiful landscapes and
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waterscapes in the world, and it is our obligation to make sure the next
generation is able to enjoy that same bounty. I am proud to have protected
more than 260 million additional acres of public lands and waters—more
than any other President—which includes the establishment or expansion
of 16 National Monuments through my Executive authority. And my Ad-
ministration continues to take action to protect our lands and waters from
the impacts of climate change, and to support important programs like the
Land and Water Conservation Fund that make the outdoors easier to access
for all people.

This week, we embrace our cherished lands and waters, and celebrate the
ways they enrich our Nation. Let us seize this opportunity to experience
all our great outdoors has to offer, and let us recommit to doing our part
to preserve these majestic places for all our children and grandchildren.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 18 through April
26, 2015, as National Park Week. I encourage all Americans to visit their
National Parks and be reminded of these unique blessings we share as a
Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9259 of April 21, 2015
Earth Day, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Forty-five years ago, millions of Americans celebrated the first Earth Day
in cities across our Nation. Having borne witness to years of environmental
neglect, these ordinary citizens gathered in the streets, in parks, and on col-
lege campuses to demand change and commit to leaving a healthier planet
for the next generation. Faced with contaminated rivers and polluted cities,
they stood up, spoke out, and fought for air, water, and wildlife protec-
tions. Their voices galvanized a movement—leading to the creation of the
Environmental Protection Agency and the passage of the Clean Air Act, the
Clean Water Act, and the Endangered Species Act—and ignited a spirit of
stewardship that continues to drive us to meet the challenges of our time.

Today, our planet faces new challenges, but none pose a greater threat to
future generations than climate change. Science tells us the earth is warm-
ing—last year was the planet’s warmest on record, and 14 of the 15 warm-
est recorded years have come in the first 15 years of this century—and
human activity is the primary driver of the rapid warming of the past half-
century. Climate change will have profound impacts on all humankind,
and many Americans are already feeling the effects. The costs of more se-
vere weather disasters can be measured in lost lives and livelihoods and
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in billions of dollars of emergency services, and the costs will only increase
with time. Firefighters are braving longer wildfire seasons; farmers are con-
fronting adverse growing conditions; and our children and most vulnerable
populations are experiencing a range of climate-related health effects.

As a Nation, we must act before it is too late. That is why my Administra-
tion has taken a series of ambitious steps to combat climate change and
protect our planet for our children and grandchildren. As part of my Cli-
mate Action Plan, we have proposed the first-ever carbon pollution limits
for existing power plants. We have also partnered with communities to pre-
pare for the impacts of a changing climate that we can no longer avoid.
And I have protected more than 260 million additional acres of public
lands and waters, safeguarding the natural bounty of our planet for ages to
come.

The United States is committed to our role as a global leader in the fight
against climate change, and last year, we jointly announced with China am-
bitious but achievable new targets for reducing greenhouse gases. I am also
ensuring that our Federal Government leads by example by working to re-
duce Federal greenhouse gas emissions by 40 percent. My Administration
will continue to engage with key stakeholders at home and abroad who
share our hope for a cleaner world.

Protecting our planet will also require us to change the way we use energy,
and my energy strategy recognizes this critical need. My Administration
has made the largest investment in clean energy in American history, and
today the United States generates more renewable energy than ever be-
fore—we harness 3 times as much wind power as we did when I took of-
fice and solar electricity generation has increased 20-fold. Mayors, Gov-
ernors, and business leaders across the country are taking steps to deploy
clean energy, boost energy efficiency, and create more sustainable commu-
nities and supply chains. We are promoting energy efficiency in our build-
ings and cars and working to ensure our Nation is a leader in the energy
sources of tomorrow.

As caretakers of our planet, we all have an obligation to combat climate
change and protect our earth for the next generation. The decisions we
make today and in the years ahead will have a profound impact on the
world we leave behind, and we must each do our part. We can reduce the
energy used in our homes and offices; we can help protect our resources
by recycling as part of our everyday routine; and we can raise our voices
to support policies like the ones my Administration has put forth to protect
our environment while strengthening our economy. On Earth Day, let us
join with communities around the world, and as one people—who share
one planet—Ilet us recommit to meeting the test of our time and continuing
our work to build a cleaner, safer, more stable world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 22, 2015, as Earth
Day. I encourage all Americans to participate in programs and activities
that will protect our environment and contribute to a healthy, sustainable
future.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9260 of April 27, 2015
Workers Memorial Day, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Across the United States, as dedicated Americans clock in at factories, walk
onto construction sites, put on their hospital uniforms, and report to do the
daily work that drives our Nation’s progress, they give meaning to the sim-
ple yet profound belief that if you work hard and take responsibility, you
can get ahead. However, each year millions of people have their shifts cut
short by work-related injuries and illnesses, and on average, 12 Americans
lose their lives on the job every day. On Workers Memorial Day, we honor
those we have lost and recommit to improving conditions for all who work
hard to provide for their families and contribute to our country.

Throughout our history, the American worker has labored not only to erect
buildings and cities, but also to raise the standards of our Nation’s work-
places. Through protests and picket lines, by organizing and raising their
voices together, workers have won small and large victories that have
pushed our country closer to ensuring safer and healthier jobs for all. Over
40 years ago, the right to a safe workplace was written into law with the
Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety Act of 1969 and the Occupational
Safety and Health Act of 1970. Since then, job-related deaths, injuries, and
illnesses have decreased; but there is more progress to be made, and we
cannot grow complacent in the fight for better working conditions.

My Administration continues to bolster workers’ rights with millions of
dollars in funding targeted at inspecting hazardous workplaces and helping
employers understand and comply with safety and health regulations. Ad-
ditionally, to ensure companies receiving taxpayer money maintain a safe
workplace, last year I signed an Executive Order to crack down on Federal
contractors who put workers’ safety and pay at risk. By creating incentives
for better compliance and a process for contractors to follow basic work-
place protection laws, we are sending a strong message throughout the
economy: if you want to do business with the United States, you must re-
spect our workers.

American laborers form the backbone of our economy—but our economic
growth should never come at the cost of their safety or well-being. Those
who work every day to put food on the table, provide for their families,
or care for their fellow citizens should know their country has their back.
Today, as we remember women and men taken from us too soon, we re-
mind ourselves that even one life lost to a preventable job-related incident
is one too many, and we focus our efforts on creating a world where suc-
cess at the workplace is determined only by the strength of our work ethic
and the scope of our dreams.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 28, 2015, as Work-
ers Memorial Day. I call upon all Americans to participate in ceremonies
and activities in memory of those killed or injured due to unsafe working
conditions.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9261 of April 30, 2015

Jewish American Heritage Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From our Nation’s earliest days, Jewish Americans have been a critical part
of our story. In the face of unspeakable discrimination and adversity, they
have fought tirelessly to realize their piece of the American dream and the
promise of our founding, holding tight to the belief that a better day lies
ahead. Their relentless spirit and remarkable achievements have enriched
our country, stirred our conscience, and challenged us to extend the mir-
acles of freedom and security. This month, we honor the vast contributions
Jewish Americans have made to our world, and we recommit to standing
up for the traditions we believe in and the values we share.

As we celebrate the rich heritage of the Jewish American community, it is
impossible to separate their accomplishments from the struggles of Jewish
people around the world. American Jews have worked to strengthen the
promise of religious freedom because their ancestors were tested from the
moment they came together and professed their faith. Today, they continue
to teach us empathy and compassion, inspired by the lessons of their par-
ents and grandparents who knew how it felt to be a stranger, and to stand
up for a more perfect Union for all—relentlessly pursuing tikkun olam—
because they have always understood that we must recognize ourselves in
the struggles of our fellow man.

This year, Jewish American Heritage Month begins as the world commemo-
rates the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Dachau by American soldiers,
and we are once again reminded that the vibrant culture of the Jewish peo-
ple has not always been embraced. As tragic events show us all too often,
Jewish communities continue to confront hostility and bigotry, including in
America. Our Nation shares an obligation to condemn and combat anti-
Semitism and hatred wherever it exists, and we remain committed to
standing against the ugly tide of anti-Semitism in all its forms, including
in the denial or trivialization of the Holocaust.
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In celebrating the contributions of the Jewish people to the progress of our
country, we also reaffirm America’s unwavering commitment to the secu-
rity of the State of Israel and the close bonds between our two nations and
our peoples.

For centuries, Jews have reached for the blessings of freedom and oppor-
tunity in the United States. Today—as pillars of their families and leaders
in their communities—Jewish Americans represent a link in an unbroken
chain of perseverance. During Jewish American Heritage Month, we cele-
brate the hard-fought progress won through struggle and sacrifice, and we
rededicate ourselves to building a world where diversity is cherished and
faith is protected.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2015 as Jewish
American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to visit
www.JewishHeritageMonth.gov to learn more about the heritage and con-
tributions of Jewish Americans and to observe this month with appropriate
programs, activities, and ceremonies.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year two thousand fifteen, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9262 of April 30, 2015
National Building Safety Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From skyscrapers and schools to hospitals and homes, America’s buildings
are the foundations of our communities. When disasters strike, we rely on
the structural integrity of our buildings to keep us safe. This month, we pay
tribute to the innovative professionals who implement our safety standards,
and we redouble our efforts to make our buildings as resilient as our peo-
ple.

All Americans can take action to protect their loved ones and their prop-
erty by preparing their homes and workplaces for any disaster. If earth-
quakes are common where you live, you can restrain heavy appliances, an-
chor tall bookcases and file cabinets, and install latches on drawers and
cabinet doors. To protect against hurricanes, tornadoes, and high winds,
you can reinforce garage doors and prepare covers for your windows and
house doors. To learn more about how to prepare for all types of disasters
and improve the safety and resilience of the places in which you spend
time, visit www.Ready.gov.

My Administration is committed to creating stronger, safer, disaster-resist-
ant communities and to empowering Americans to do their part. We are
collaborating with engineers, scientists, construction workers, and other
professionals to develop cutting-edge tools focused on bolstering the safety
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of our buildings and infrastructure while also improving their energy effi-
ciency—because we can increase our Nation’s resilience while also being
good stewards of our environment. And we are working with States, tribal
leaders, and local partners to ensure neighborhoods across our Nation
adopt the most up-to-date building codes and standards that not only help
protect individuals and their families, but also support the needs of our cit-
ies and towns.

As our Nation faces longer wildfire seasons, more severe droughts, heavier
rainfall, and more frequent flooding in a changing climate, safeguarding the
resilience of our infrastructure is more critical than ever. That is why, as
part of my Climate Action Plan, my Administration is committed to build-
ing infrastructure that can withstand more frequent and more devastating
natural disasters. To support these efforts, earlier this year I established a
flood standard for new and rebuilt federally funded structures in and
around floodplains, ensuring taxpayer dollars are well spent on resilient in-
frastructure while reducing the risk and cost of future flood disasters.

Across the United States, buildings bring us together and protect us from
harm. As a Nation, our capacity to continue to withstand threats and re-
cover quickly from disaster depends on what we do today. During National
Building Safety Month, let us rededicate ourselves to making the places we
live, work, and play more stable and secure for generations to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2015 as National
Building Safety Month. I encourage citizens, government agencies, busi-
nesses, nonprofits, and other interested groups to join in activities that
raise awareness about building safety. I also call on all Americans to learn
more about how they can contribute to building safety at home and in their
communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9263 of April 30, 2015
National Foster Care Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

At the heart of the American story is the simple truth that all children
should have a fair chance at success, no matter who they are or where they
come from. Central to this promise of opportunity are the love and support
of family—which all girls and boys deserve, but not enough have. During
National Foster Care Month, we recommit to caring for all our Nation’s
daughters and sons, and we reaffirm our basic belief: in America, there is
a place for everyone, and no young person should feel like they are on
their own.
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Over the last decade, our Nation has made significant progress in reducing
the number of young people in foster care, but we have more work to do
to ensure all children can thrive in a safe and nurturing environment.
Today, there are over 400,000 boys and girls in our foster care system.
More than 100,000 of them are waiting to be adopted, and every year,
23,000 young people age out of the system—never having found the secu-
rity of a permanent home. There also continue to be disproportionate num-
bers of African-American and Native American youth in the foster care sys-
tem, compounding the disparities these communities too often face.

All young people, regardless of what they look like, which religion they
follow, who they love, or the gender they identify with, deserve the chance
to dream and grow in a loving, permanent home. When our Nation’s
daughters and sons lack stable homes and strong support structures, they
face enormous barriers to reaching their fullest potential—difficulties no
child should have to experience, especially not on their own. And those
who age out of the foster care system often face obstacles as they transition
into adulthood, including challenges completing their education, remaining
financially secure, and staying out of the justice system.

My Administration is committed to expanding what is possible for all our
Nation’s children and empowering them to overcome every challenge they
face. From day one, we have been working to create a better, more-sup-
portive foster care system, and we have taken steps to increase the safety,
permanency, and well-being of America’s children. Last year, we an-
nounced new initiatives to help protect the financial security of foster
youth, expand their opportunities for education and employment, and keep
them out of the justice system. We are partnering with State and tribal
leaders to support innovative strategies that strengthen families, improve
the foster care system, and prevent children from entering it in the first
place, and each day we continue the fight to secure every child’s right to
earn their piece of the American dream.

We know that children are best raised in families, not institutions. And
each year, men and women of all backgrounds open their homes and hearts
to foster children. These selfless individuals step up and serve as loving
parents and family members and dedicated teachers, mentors, caseworkers,
and faith leaders—helping foster children realize their highest aspirations
despite the great odds stacked against them. My Administration is striving
to bolster all those who support foster children by providing the resources
and assistance they need. With so many children waiting for loving homes,
it is important to ensure all qualified caregivers have the opportunity to
serve as foster or adoptive parents, regardless of race, religion, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, or marital status. That is why we are working to
break down the barriers that exist and investing in efforts to recruit more
qualified parents for children in foster care.

In the face of often unimaginable challenges, foster children demonstrate
extraordinary courage and determination. Their resolve reminds us that we
have obligations to them and to one another, and that we all share in the
responsibility of lifting up our Nation’s youth. This month, we honor these
young people and all those who dedicate themselves to making a difference
in the lives of girls and boys in foster care. Let us each recognize the large
and small ways we can brighten the future of a foster child this month and
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every month, and together let us reach for the day when everyone knows
the love and safety of a permanent home.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2015 as National
Foster Care Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month by tak-
ing time to help youth in foster care and recognizing the commitment of
all who touch their lives.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9264 of April 30, 2015
National Physical Fitness and Sports Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Sports are a fundamental part of American culture. They foster our coun-
try’s competitive drive, help us stay healthy, and teach us what it takes to
succeed—not only on the softball diamond or the basketball court, but also
in life. Sports and fitness reflect our national character, and they help us
unlock our full potential. During National Physical Fitness and Sports
Month, we recognize parents, coaches, educators, and all those who instill
in our children the importance of regular exercise, and we invite all people
to invest in their own well-being by finding a way to be active each day.

Physical fitness is an essential component of a healthy lifestyle. Regular ex-
ercise can produce long-term health benefits; it can help prevent chronic
diseases, combat obesity, relieve stress, and increase the chances of living
longer. By making physical activity part of your daily routine—at least 30
minutes for adults and 60 minutes for children—you can put yourself on
the path to better physical and mental health.

This year marks the fifth anniversary of First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s
Move! initiative, which has helped increase opportunities for physical ac-
tivity and inspire Americans of all ages to lead healthy, active lives. To cel-
ebrate, the First Lady is challenging everyone to #GimmeFive things they
are doing to eat better, be more active, and live more healthfully. To join
the fun and find new ways to stay fit, challenge your family, friends, and
colleagues to #GimmeFive this month.

Communities all across our country have embraced my Administration’s
national call to action and encouraged each other to stay active and make
smart life choices. The President’s Council on Fitness, Sports, and Nutri-
tion is also promoting physical activity to ensure all Americans have the
chances they deserve to lead healthy lives. Their I Can Do It, You Can Do
It! program is working to empower Americans with disabilities and make
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certain they have equal opportunities to participate in regular physical ac-
tivity in their schools and communities. And the Go4Life campaign is help-
ing older Americans, including those with chronic conditions, to be active
every day.

By making daily healthy choices, all Americans can strengthen their bodies
and minds and build a foundation that supports their greatest aspirations.
This month, let us encourage one another to get involved in sports and fit-
ness activities and together, forge a healthier future for ourselves, our loved
ones, and our Nation. To learn how you can get involved, wvisit
www.LetsMove.gov and www.Fitness.gov.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2015 as National
Physical Fitness and Sports Month. I call upon the people of the United
States to make daily physical activity, sports participation, and good nutri-
tion a priority in their lives.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9265 of April 30, 2015
Law Day, U.S.A., 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout the world, the rule of law is central to the promise of a safe,
free, and just society. Respect for and adherence to the rule of law is the
premise upon which the United States was founded, and it has been a cor-
nerstone of my Presidency. America’s commitment to this fundamental
principle sustains our democracy—it guides our progress, helps to ensure
all people receive fair treatment, and protects our Government of, by, and
for the people.

This Law Day, we celebrate a milestone in the extraordinary history of the
rule of law by marking the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta. Centuries
ago, when kings, emperors, and warlords reigned over much of the world,
it was this extraordinary document—agreed to by the King of England in
1215—that first spelled out the rights and liberties of man. The ideals of
the Magna Carta inspired America’s forefathers to define and protect many
of the rights expressed in our founding documents, which we continue to
cherish today.

The Magna Carta has also provided a framework for constitutional democ-
racies throughout the world, and my Administration is committed to sup-
porting good governance based upon the rule of law. Around the globe, we
support strong civil institutions, independent judiciaries, and open govern-
ment—because the rule of force must give way to the rule of law. For more
than two centuries, we have witnessed these values drive opportunity and
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prosperity here in the United States, and as President, I will continue to
work to bolster our systems of justice and advance efforts that do the same
overseas.

America is and always has been a nation of laws. Our institutions of justice
are vital to securing the promise of our country, and they are bound up
with the values and beliefs that have united peoples through the ages. The
United States and our citizens are inextricably linked to all those around
the world doing the hard work of strengthening the rule of law—joined in
common purpose by our mutual interest in building freer, fairer, more just
societies.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, in accordance with Public Law 87-20, as amended, do hereby
proclaim May 1, 2015, as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to ac-
knowledge the importance of our Nation’s legal and judicial systems with
appropriate ceremonies and activities, and to display the flag of the United
States in support of this national observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9266 of April 30, 2015
Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The rich heritage of Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Is-
landers spans the world and the depths of America’s history. Generation
after generation, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have forged a
proud legacy that reflects the spirit of our Nation—a country that values
the contributions of everyone who calls America home. During Asian
American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month, we honor the perse-
verance of those who courageously reached for their hopes and dreams in
a new land, and we celebrate the important impact the AAPI community
has made on our Nation’s progress.

From the more than one million immigrants who journeyed across the Pa-
cific and arrived on Angel Island to the Chinese-American laborers who
risked their lives to link our coasts by rail, the determination of this vibrant
community represents the best of our national character. In each chapter
of our country’s story—in places like Selma and the grape fields of Delano,
during the moments where our Nation’s destiny has been decided—AAPIs
of all backgrounds have set inspiring examples as leaders and trailblazers,
united by a common hope for civil rights, equal treatment, and a better to-
morrow for all Americans.

Through times of hardship and in the face of enduring prejudice, these
women and men have persisted and forged ahead to help strengthen our
Union. Native Hawaiians have fought to protect their treasured traditions,
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language, and lands. And AAPI patriots have defended the beliefs for
which we stand. Seventy years ago, the United States and our allies se-
cured a lasting peace throughout the Asia Pacific region and much of the
world—a victory achieved in part by thousands of Filipino Americans who
fought valiantly but were denied compensation, and also by Japanese
Americans who served this country even as the freedom of their loved ones
was denied.

Fifty years ago, the United States opened new doors of opportunity to more
Asian and Pacific Islander immigrants through the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act of 1965, ending the arbitrary and outdated policies that unfairly
limited the potential of entire regions. This year also marks the 40th anni-
versary of the end of the Vietnam War, which brought new Vietnamese,
Cambodian, Hmong, and Laotian communities to this country. But as we
recognize the enormous progress America has made, we must also ac-
knowledge the many struggles AAPIs continue to experience in the face of
persistent inequality and bigotry, including barriers to equal access to edu-
cation, employment, and health care. South Asian Americans—especially
those who are Muslim, Hindu, or Sikh—too often face senseless violence
and harassment due only to the color of their skin or the tenets of their
faith. And to this day, many AAPIs continue to live in the shadows and
are separated from their families due to our broken immigration system.

My Administration is committed to addressing these unmet needs and the
ugly discrimination that still exists. I was proud to re-establish the White
House Initiative on AAPIs soon after I took office, to foster opportunities
for increased access to and involvement in Federal programs. As part of
that effort, my Administration is expanding its regional network of Federal
leaders and hosting community meetings across the country to better un-
derstand the needs of the diverse AAPI community. Last year, I announced
my intent to take actions that would allow more high-skilled immigrants,
graduates, and entrepreneurs to stay and contribute to our economy, and
I continue to call on the Congress to pass comprehensive immigration re-
form. To highlight the tremendous growth of the AAPI community and my
Administration’s commitment to increasing opportunity for AAPIs every-
where, this month we will host the White House Summit on AAPIs—an
unprecedented and historic all-day convening of senior Federal officials
and community leaders from across the country.

As we commemorate Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month,
we pay tribute to all those in the AAPI community who have striven for
a brighter future for the next generation. Together, let us recommit to em-
bracing the diversity that enriches our Nation and to ensuring all