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the form of a letter to the Internal
Revenue Service, signed by the appli-
cant, suffices as an application. The ap-
plication must be filed on or before the
date prescribed in paragraph (g)(4)(i)(A)
of this section.

(2) Automatic extension of time. The
Commissioner may, in appropriate
cases, prescribe additional guidance or
procedures, published in the Internal
Revenue Bulletin (see §601.601(d)(2) of
this chapter), for automatic extensions
of time to furnish to one or more indi-
viduals the statement required under
section 6055.

(ii) Manner of furnishing. If mailed,
the statement must be sent to the re-
sponsible individual’s last known per-
manent address or, if no permanent ad-
dress is known, to the individual’s tem-
porary address. For purposes of this
paragraph (g)(4), a reporting entity’s
first class mailing to the last known
permanent address, or if no permanent
address is known, the temporary ad-
dress, discharges the requirement to
furnish the statement. A reporting en-
tity may furnish the statement elec-
tronically if the requirements of
§1.6055-2 are satisfied.

(h) Penalties—(1) In general. For pro-
visions relating to the penalty for fail-
ure to file timely a correct information
return required under section 6055, see
section 6721 and the regulations under
that section. For provisions relating to
the penalty for failure to furnish time-
ly a correct statement to responsible
individuals required under section 6055,
see section 6722 and the regulations
under that section. See section 6724 and
the regulations under that section for
rules relating to the waiver of pen-
alties if a failure to file timely or accu-
rately is due to reasonable cause and is
not due to willful neglect.

(2) Application of section 6721 and 6722
penalties to section 6055 reporting. For
purposes of section 6055 reporting, if
the information reported on a return
(including a transmittal) or a state-
ment required by this section is incom-
plete or incorrect as a result of a
change in circumstances (such as a ret-
roactive change in coverage), a failure
to timely file or furnish a corrected
document is a failure to file or furnish
a correct return or statement under
sections 6721 and 6722.

§1.6055-2

(i) [Reserved]

(j) Effective/applicability date. This
section applies for calendar years be-
ginning after December 31, 2014. Re-
porting entities will not be subject to
penalties under section 6721 or 6722 for
failure to comply with the section 6055
reporting requirements for coverage in
2014 (for information returns filed and
statements furnished in 2015).

[T.D. 9660, 79 FR 13227, Mar. 10, 2014; 79 FR
24331, Apr. 30, 2014]

§1.6055-2 Electronic
statements.

furnishing of

(a) Electronic furnishing of state-
ments—(1) In general. A person required
by section 6055 to furnish a statement
(furnisher) to a responsible individual
(a recipient) may furnish the state-
ment in an electronic format in lieu of
a paper format. A furnisher who meets
the requirements of paragraphs (a)(2)
through (a)(6) of this section is treated
as furnishing the statement in a timely
manner.

(2) Consent—(i) In general. The recipi-
ent must have affirmatively consented
to receive the statement in an elec-
tronic format. The consent may be
made electronically in any manner
that reasonably demonstrates that the
recipient can access the statement in
the electronic format in which it will
be furnished. Alternatively, the con-
sent may be made in a paper document
that is confirmed electronically.

(ii) Withdrawal of consent. The con-
sent requirement of this paragraph
(a)(2) is not satisfied if the recipient
withdraws the consent and the with-
drawal takes effect before the state-
ment is furnished. The furnisher may
provide that a withdrawal of consent
takes effect either on the date the fur-
nisher receives it or on another date no
more than 60 days later. The furnisher
also may provide that a recipient’s re-
quest for a paper statement will be
treated as a withdrawal of the recipi-
ent’s consent.

(iii) Change in hardware or software re-
quirements. If a change in the hardware
or software required to access the
statement creates a material risk that
the recipient will not be able to access
a statement, a furnisher must, prior to
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§1.6055-2

changing the hardware or software, no-
tify the recipient. The notice must de-
scribe the revised hardware and soft-
ware required to access the statement
and inform the recipient that a new
consent to receive the statement in the
revised electronic format must be pro-
vided to the furnisher. After imple-
menting the revised hardware or soft-
ware, the furnisher must obtain from
the recipient, in the manner described
in paragraph (a)(2)(ii) of this section, a
new consent or confirmation of consent
to receive the statement electroni-
cally.

(iv) Examples. The following examples
illustrate the rules of this paragraph
(a)(2):

Example 1. Furnisher F sends Recipient R a
letter stating that R may consent to receive
the statement required under section 6055
electronically on a Web site instead of in a
paper format. The letter contains instruc-
tions explaining how to consent to receive
the statement electronically by accessing
the Web site, downloading and completing
the consent document, and emailing the
completed consent back to F. The consent
document posted on the Web site uses the
same electronic format that F will use for
the electronically furnished statement. R
reads the instructions and submits the con-
sent in the manner provided in the instruc-
tions. R has consented to receive the state-
ment required under section 6055 electroni-
cally in the manner described in paragraph
(a)(2)(i) of this section.

Example 2. Furnisher F sends Recipient R
an email stating that R may consent to re-
ceive the statement required under section
6055 electronically instead of in a paper for-
mat. The email contains an attachment in-
structing R how to consent to receive the
statement electronically. The email attach-
ment uses the same electronic format that F
will use for the electronically furnished
statement. R opens the attachment, reads
the instructions, and submits the consent in
the manner provided in the instructions. R
has consented to receive the statement re-
quired under section 6055 electronically in
the manner described in paragraph (a)(2)(i) of
this section.

Example 3. Furnisher F posts a notice on its
Web site stating that Recipient R may re-
ceive the statement required under section
6055 electronically instead of in a paper for-
mat. The Web site contains instructions on
how R may access a secure Web page and
consent to receive the statement electroni-
cally. The consent via the secure Web page
uses the same electronic format that F will
use for electronically furnishing the state-
ment. R accesses the secure Web page and
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follows the instructions for giving consent. R
has consented to receive the statement re-
quired under section 6055 electronically in
the manner described in paragraph (a)(2)(i) of
this section.

(3) Required disclosures—(i) In general.
Prior to, or at the time of, a recipient’s
consent, a furnisher must provide to
the recipient a clear and conspicuous
disclosure statement containing each
of the disclosures described in this
paragraph (a)(3).

(ii) Paper statement. The furnisher
must inform the recipient that the
statement will be furnished on paper if
the recipient does not consent to re-
ceive it electronically.

(iii) Scope and duration of consent. The
furnisher must inform the recipient of
the scope and duration of the consent.
For example, the recipient must be in-
formed whether the consent applies to
each statement required to be fur-
nished after the consent is given until
it is withdrawn or only to the first
statement required to be furnished fol-
lowing the date of the consent.

(iv) Post-consent request for a paper
statement. The furnisher must inform
the recipient of any procedure for ob-
taining a paper copy of the recipient’s
statement after giving the consent de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(2)(i) of this
section and whether a request for a
paper statement will be treated as a
withdrawal of consent.

(v) Withdrawal of consent. The fur-
nisher must inform the recipient that—

(A) The recipient may withdraw a
consent by writing (electronically or
on paper) to the person or department
whose name, mailing address, tele-
phone number, and email address is
provided in the disclosure statement;

(B) The furnisher will confirm the
withdrawal and the date on which it
takes effect in writing (either elec-
tronically or on paper); and

(C) A withdrawal of consent does not
apply to a statement that was fur-
nished electronically in the manner de-
scribed in this paragraph (a) before the
date on which the withdrawal of con-
sent takes effect.

(vi) Notice of termination. The fur-
nisher must inform the recipient of the
conditions under which the furnisher
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will cease furnishing statements elec-
tronically to the recipient (for exam-
ple, termination of the recipient’s em-
ployment with a furnisher who is the
recipient’s employer).

(vil) Updating information. The fur-
nisher must inform the recipient of the
procedures for updating the informa-
tion needed to contact the recipient.
The furnisher must inform the recipi-
ent of any change in the furnisher’s
contact information.

(viii) Hardware and software require-
ments. The furnisher must provide the
recipient with a description of the
hardware and software required to ac-
cess, print, and retain the statement,
and the date when the statement will
no longer be available on the Web site.
The furnisher must advise the recipient
that the statement may be required to
be printed and attached to a Federal,
State, or local income tax return.

(4) Format. The electronic version of
the statement must contain all re-
quired information and comply with
applicable published guidance (see
§601.601(d) of this chapter) relating to
substitute statements to recipients.

(6) Notice—(1) In general. If a state-
ment is furnished on a Web site, the
furnisher must notify the recipient.
The notice may be delivered by mail,
electronic mail, or in person. The no-
tice must provide instructions on how
to access and print the statement and
include the following statement in cap-
ital letters, “IMPORTANT TAX RE-
TURN DOCUMENT AVAILABLE.” If
the notice is provided by electronic
mail, this statement must be on the
subject line of the electronic mail.

(ii) Undeliverable electronic address. If
an electronic notice described in para-
graph (a)(5)(i) of this section is re-
turned as undeliverable, and the fur-
nisher cannot obtain the correct elec-
tronic address from the furnisher’s
records or from the recipient, the fur-
nisher must furnish the notice by mail
or in person within 30 days after the
electronic notice is returned.

(iii) Corrected statement. If the fur-
nisher has corrected a recipient’s state-
ment and the original statement was
furnished electronically, the furnisher
must furnish a corrected statement to
the recipient electronically. If the
original statement was furnished

§1.6060-1

through a Web site posting, the fur-
nisher must notify the recipient that it
has posted the corrected statement on
the Web site in the manner described in
paragraph (a)(5)(i) of this section with-
in 30 days of the posting. The corrected
statement or the notice must be fur-
nished by mail or in person if—

(A) An electronic notice of the Web
site posting of an original statement or
the corrected statement was returned
as undeliverable; and

(B) The recipient has not provided a
new email address.

(6) Access period. Statements fur-
nished on a Web site must be retained
on the Web site through October 15 of
the year following the calendar year to
which the statements relate (or the
first business day after October 15, if
October 15 falls on a Saturday, Sunday,
or legal holiday). The furnisher must
maintain access to corrected state-
ments that are posted on the Web site
through October 15 of the year fol-
lowing the calendar year to which the
statements relate (or the first business
day after such October 15, if October 15
falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal
holiday) or the date 90 days after the
corrected forms are posted, whichever
is later.

(7) Paper statements after withdrawal
of consent. A furnisher must furnish a
paper statement if a recipient with-
draws consent to receive a statement
electronically and the withdrawal
takes effect before the statement is
furnished. A paper statement furnished
after the statement due date under this
paragraph (a)(7) is timely if furnished
within 30 days after the date the fur-
nisher receives the withdrawal of con-
sent.

(b) Effective/applicability date. This
section applies for calendar years be-
ginning after December 31, 2014. Re-
porting entities will not be subject to
penalties under section 6722 with re-
spect to the reporting requirements for
2014 (for statements furnished in 2015).

[T.D. 9660, 79 FR 13227, Mar. 10, 2014]

§1.6060-1 Reporting requirements for
tax return preparers.

(a) In general. (1) Each person who
employs one or more signing tax return
preparers to prepare any return of tax
or claim for refund of tax, other than
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