AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§622.6

§622.6 Vessel identification.

This section does not apply to sub-
part R of this part, which has its own
specific vessel identification require-
ments in §622.402.

(a) Applicability—1) Official number. A
vessel for which a permit has been
issued under subparts B through V of
this part except for subpart R, and a
vessel that fishes for or possesses pe-
lagic sargassum in the South Atlantic
EEZ, must display its official number—

(i) On the port and starboard sides of
the deckhouse or hull and, for vessels
over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an appro-
priate weather deck, so as to be clearly
visible from an enforcement vessel or
aircraft.

(ii) In block arabic numerals perma-
nently affixed to or painted on the ves-
sel in contrasting color to the back-
ground.

(iii) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in
height for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m)
long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in
height for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m)
long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in
height for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long or
less.

(2) Official number and color code. The
following vessels must display their of-
ficial number as specified in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section and, in addition,
must display their assigned color code:
A vessel for which a permit has been
issued to fish with a sea bass pot, as re-
quired under §622.170(a)(1); a vessel in
the commercial Caribbean reef fish
fishery fishing with traps; and a vessel
in the Caribbean spiny lobster fishery.
Color codes required for the Caribbean
reef fish fishery and Caribbean spiny
lobster fishery are assigned by Puerto
Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands, which-
ever is applicable; color codes required
in all other fisheries are assigned by
the RA. The color code must be dis-
played—

(i) On the port and starboard sides of
the deckhouse or hull and, for vessels
over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an appro-
priate weather deck, so as to be clearly
visible from an enforcement vessel or
aircraft.

(ii) In the form of a circle perma-
nently affixed to or painted on the ves-
sel.

(iii) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in di-
ameter for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m)
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long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in di-
ameter for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m)
long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in
diameter for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long or
less.

(b) Duties of operator. The operator of
a vessel specified in paragraph (a) of
this section must keep the official
number and the color code, if applica-
ble, clearly legible and in good repair
and must ensure that no part of the
fishing vessel, its rigging, fishing gear,
or any other material on board ob-
structs the view of the official number
or the color code, if applicable, from an
enforcement vessel or aircraft.

§622.7 Fishing years.

The fishing year for species or species
groups governed in this part is January
1 through December 31 except for the
following:

(a) Allowable octocoral—October 1
through September 30.

(b) King and Spanish mackerel. The
fishing year for the king and Spanish
mackerel bag limits specified in
§622.382 is January 1 through December
31. The following fishing years apply
only for the king and Spanish mackerel
quotas specified in §622.384:

(1) Gulf migratory group king mack-
erel—July 1 through June 30.

(2) Gulf migratory group Spanish mack-
erel—April through March.

(3) South Atlantic migratory group king
and Spanish mackerel—March through
February.

(c) Wreckfish—April 16 through April
15.

(d) South Atlantic greater amberjack—
May 1 through April 30.

(e) South Atlantic black sea bass—June
1 through May 31.

§622.8 Quotas—general.

(a) Quotas apply for the fishing year
for each species or species group, un-
less accountability measures are im-
plemented during the fishing year pur-
suant to the applicable annual catch
limits and accountability measures
sections of subparts B through V of
this part due to a quota overage occur-
ring the previous year, in which case a
reduced quota will be specified through
notification in the FEDERAL REGISTER.
Annual quota increases are contingent
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