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(4) MCW. Tone-modulated inter-
national Morse code telegraphy emis-
sions having designators with A, C, D, 
F, G, H or R as the first symbol; 2 as 
the second symbol; A or B as the third 
symbol. 

(5) Phone. Speech and other sound 
emissions having designators with A, 
C, D, F, G, H, J or R as the first sym-
bol; 1, 2, 3 or X as the second symbol; 
E as the third symbol. Also speech 
emissions having B or F as the first 
symbol; 7, 8 or 9 as the second symbol; 
E as the third symbol. MCW for the 
purpose of performing the station iden-
tification procedure, or for providing 
telegraphy practice interspersed with 
speech. Incidental tones for the pur-
pose of selective calling or alerting or 
to control the level of a demodulated 
signal may also be considered phone. 

(6) Pulse. Emissions having designa-
tors with K, L, M, P, Q, V or W as the 
first symbol; 0, 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9 or X as the 
second symbol; A, B, C, D, E, F, N, W 
or X as the third symbol. 

(7) RTTY. Narrow-band direct-print-
ing telegraphy emissions having des-
ignators with A, C, D, F, G, H, J or R 
as the first symbol; 1 as the second 
symbol; B as the third symbol; and 
emission J2B. Only a digital code of a 
type specifically authorized in this 
part may be transmitted. 

(8) SS. Spread spectrum emissions 
using bandwidth-expansion modulation 
emissions having designators with A, 
C, D, F, G, H, J or R as the first sym-
bol; X as the second symbol; X as the 
third symbol. 

(9) Test. Emissions containing no in-
formation having the designators with 
N as the third symbol. Test does not 
include pulse emissions with no infor-
mation or modulation unless pulse 
emissions are also authorized in the 
frequency band. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 97.3, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 97.5 Station license required. 
(a) The station apparatus must be 

under the physical control of a person 
named in an amateur station license 
grant on the ULS consolidated license 

database or a person authorized for 
alien reciprocal operation by § 97.107 of 
this part, before the station may trans-
mit on any amateur service frequency 
from any place that is: 

(1) Within 50 km of the Earth’s sur-
face and at a place where the amateur 
service is regulated by the FCC; 

(2) Within 50 km of the Earth’s sur-
face and aboard any vessel or craft that 
is documented or registered in the 
United States; or 

(3) More than 50 km above the 
Earth’s surface aboard any craft that is 
documented or registered in the United 
States. 

(b) The types of station license 
grants are: 

(1) An operator/primary station license 
grant. One, but only one, operator/pri-
mary station license grant may be held 
by any one person. The primary station 
license is granted together with the 
amateur operator license. Except for a 
representative of a foreign govern-
ment, any person who qualifies by ex-
amination is eligible to apply for an 
operator/primary station license grant. 

(2) A club station license grant. A club 
station license grant may be held only 
by the person who is the license trustee 
designated by an officer of the club. 
The trustee must be a person who holds 
an operator/primary station license 
grant. The club must be composed of at 
least four persons and must have a 
name, a document of organization, 
management, and a primary purpose 
devoted to amateur service activities 
consistent with this part. 

(3) A military recreation station license 
grant. A military recreation station li-
cense grant may be held only by the 
person who is the license custodian 
designated by the official in charge of 
the United States military recreational 
premises where the station is situated. 
The person must not be a representa-
tive of a foreign government. The per-
son need not hold an amateur operator 
license grant. 

(c) The person named in the station 
license grant or who is authorized for 
alien reciprocal operation by § 97.107 of 
this part may use, in accordance with 
the applicable rules of this part, the 
transmitting apparatus under the 
physical control of the person at places 
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where the amateur service is regulated 
by the FCC. 

(d) A CEPT radio-amateur license is 
issued to the person by the country of 
which the person is a citizen. The per-
son must not: 

(1) Be a resident alien or citizen of 
the United States, regardless of any 
other citizenship also held; 

(2) Hold an FCC-issued amateur oper-
ator license nor reciprocal permit for 
alien amateur licensee; 

(3) Be a prior amateur service li-
censee whose FCC-issued license was 
revoked, suspended for less than the 
balance of the license term and the sus-
pension is still in effect, suspended for 
the balance of the license term and re-
licensing has not taken place, or sur-
rendered for cancellation following no-
tice of revocation, suspension or mone-
tary forfeiture proceedings; or 

(4) Be the subject of a cease and de-
sist order that relates to amateur serv-
ice operation and which is still in ef-
fect. 

(e) An IARP is issued to the person 
by the country of which the person is a 
citizen. The person must not: 

(1) Be a resident alien or citizen of 
the United States, regardless of any 
other citizenship also held; 

(2) Hold an FCC-issued amateur oper-
ator license nor reciprocal permit for 
alien amateur licensee; 

(3) Be a prior amateur service li-
censee whose FCC-issued license was 
revoked, suspended for less than the 
balance of the license term and the sus-
pension is still in effect, suspended for 
the balance of the license term and re-
licensing has not taken place, or sur-
rendered for cancellation following no-
tice of revocation, suspension or mone-
tary forfeiture proceedings; or 

(4) Be the subject of a cease and de-
sist order that relates to amateur serv-
ice operation and which is still in ef-
fect. 

[59 FR 54831, Nov. 2, 1994, as amended at 62 
FR 17567, Apr. 10, 1997; 63 FR 68977, Dec. 14, 
1998; 75 FR 78169, Dec. 15, 2010] 

§ 97.7 Control operator required. 
When transmitting, each amateur 

station must have a control operator. 
The control operator must be a person: 

(a) For whom an amateur operator/ 
primary station license grant appears 

on the ULS consolidated licensee data-
base, or 

(b) Who is authorized for alien recip-
rocal operation by § 97.107 of this part. 

[63 FR 68978, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 97.9 Operator license grant. 

(a) The classes of amateur operator 
license grants are: Novice, Technician, 
General, Advanced, and Amateur 
Extra. The person named in the oper-
ator license grant is authorized to be 
the control operator of an amateur sta-
tion with the privileges authorized to 
the operator class specified on the li-
cense grant. 

(b) The person named in an operator 
license grant of Novice, Technician, 
General or Advanced Class, who has 
properly submitted to the admin-
istering VEs a FCC Form 605 document 
requesting examination for an operator 
license grant of a higher class, and who 
holds a CSCE indicating that the per-
son has completed the necessary ex-
aminations within the previous 365 
days, is authorized to exercise the 
rights and privileges of the higher op-
erator class until final disposition of 
the application or until 365 days fol-
lowing the passing of the examination, 
whichever comes first. 

[75 FR 78169, Dec. 15, 2010] 

§ 97.11 Stations aboard ships or air-
craft. 

(a) The installation and operation of 
an amateur station on a ship or air-
craft must be approved by the master 
of the ship or pilot in command of the 
aircraft. 

(b) The station must be separate 
from and independent of all other radio 
apparatus installed on the ship or air-
craft, except a common antenna may 
be shared with a voluntary ship radio 
installation. The station’s trans-
missions must not cause interference 
to any other apparatus installed on the 
ship or aircraft. 

(c) The station must not constitute a 
hazard to the safety of life or property. 
For a station aboard an aircraft, the 
apparatus shall not be operated while 
the aircraft is operating under Instru-
ment Flight Rules, as defined by the 
FAA, unless the station has been found 
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