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§126.510 Annual and periodic inspec-
tions.

(a) Annual inspection. Your vessel
must undergo an annual inspection
within 3 months before or after each
anniversary date, except as required in
paragraph (b) of this section.

(1) You must contact the cognizant
OCMI to schedule an inspection at a
time and place which he or she ap-
proves. No written application is re-
quired.

(2) The scope of the annual inspection
is the same as the inspection for cer-
tification as specified in §126.430, but in
less detail unless the cognizant marine
inspector finds deficiencies or deter-
mines that a major change has oc-
curred since the last inspection. If defi-
ciencies are found or a major change to
the vessel has occurred, the marine in-
spector will conduct an inspection
more detailed in scope to ensure that
the vessel is in satisfactory condition
and fit for the service for which it is in-
tended. If your vessel passes the annual
inspection, the marine inspector will
endorse your current Certificate of In-
spection.

(3) If the annual inspection reveals
deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-
nance, you must make any or all re-
pairs or improvements within the time
period specified by the OCMI.

(4) Nothing in this subpart limits the
marine inspector from making such
tests or inspections he or she deems
necessary to be assured of the vessel’s
seaworthiness.

(b) Periodic inspection. Your vessel
must undergo a periodic inspection
within 3 months before or after the sec-
ond or third anniversary of the date of
your vessel’s Certificate of Inspection.
This periodic inspection will take the
place of an annual inspection.

(1) You must contact the cognizant
OCMI to schedule an inspection at a
time and place which he or she ap-
proves. No written application is re-
quired.

(2) The scope of the periodic inspec-
tion is the same as that for the inspec-
tion for certification, as specified in
§126.430. The OCMI will insure that the
vessel is in satisfactory condition and
fit for the service for which it is in-
tended. If your vessel passes the peri-
odic inspection, the marine inspector
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will endorse your current Certificate of
Inspection.

(3) If the periodic inspection reveals
deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-
nance, you must make any or all re-
pairs or improvements within the time
period specified by the OCMI.

(4) Nothing in this subpart limits the
marine inspector from conducting such
tests or inspections he or she deems
necessary to be assured of the vessel’s
seaworthiness.

§126.520 Certificate of Inspection:
Conditions of validity.

To maintain a valid Certificate of In-
spection, you must complete your an-
nual and periodic inspections within
the periods specified in §126.510 (a) and
(b) and your Certificate of Inspection
must be endorsed.

§126.530 Alternative annual inspec-
tion for offshore supply vessels less
than 400 gross tons in foreign ports.

(a) The owner, master or operator of
an OSV of less than 400 gross tons may
request authorization to conduct an al-
ternative annual inspection in place of
the annual inspection described in
§126.510(a) of this subpart. The request
must go to the cognizant OCMI as-
signed responsibility for inspections in
the country in which the vessel is oper-
ating and will be examined. To qualify
for the alternative annual examina-
tion, the vessel must meet the fol-
lowing requirements:

(1) The request must be in writing
and be received by the OCMI not later
than the anniversary date.

(2) The vessel is likely to be continu-
ously employed outside of the United
States during the 3 months before and
after each anniversary date.

(b) In determining whether to au-
thorize the alternative annual inspec-
tion, the OCMI considers the following:

(1) Information contained in previous
examination reports on inspection and
drydock, including the recommenda-
tion of the then cognizant OCMI for
participation in the alternative
midperiod program and alternative an-
nual examination.

(2) The nature, number, and severity
of marine casualties or accidents, as
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