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two sections of an examination, the ap-
plicant may be retested twice on these
sections during the next 3 months. If
the applicant does not successfully
complete these sections within the 3-
month period, a complete re-examina-
tion must be taken at least 3 months
from the date of the last retest, and a
new examination fee is required. The 3-
month retest period may be extended
by the Coast Guard if the applicant
presents evidence documenting sea
time that prevented the taking of a
retest during the 3-month period. The
retest period may not be extended be-
yond 7 months from the initial exam-
ination. All examinations and retests
must be completed within 1 year of ap-
proval for examination.

(b) If the Coast Guard refuses to
grant an applicant the endorsement ap-
plied for due to the applicant’s failure
to pass a required examination, the
Coast Guard will provide the applicant
with a written statement setting forth
the portions of the examination that
must be retaken and the date by which
the examination must be completed.

§§11.219-11.223 [Reserved]

Subpart C—STCW Officer
Endorsements

§11.301 Requirements for STCW offi-
cer endorsements.

(a) Standard of competence. (1) The
Coast Guard will accept one or more
methods listed in the STCW Code to
demonstrate meeting the standard of
competence in this subpart. See Col-
umn 3—Methods for demonstrating
competence—of the Tables of Com-
petence in the STCW Code (incor-
porated by reference, see §11.102 of this
part). The Coast Guard will accept the
following as evidence of meeting the
standard of competence under each of
these methods:

(i) In-service experience: Documenta-
tion of successful completion of assess-
ments, approved or accepted by the
Coast Guard, and signed by a qualified
assessor (QA)—deck or engineering—as
appropriate.

(ii) Training ship experience: Docu-
mentation of successful completion of
an approved training program involv-
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ing formal training and assessment on-
board a training ship.

(iii) Simulator training: Documenta-
tion of successful completion of train-
ing and assessment from a Coast
Guard-approved course involving mari-
time simulation.

(iv) Laboratory equipment training:
Documentation of successful comple-
tion of training and assessments from
an approved training course or facility.

(v) Practical training or instruction:

(A) Documentation of successful
completion of assessment as part of a
structured/formal training or instruc-
tion provided by an organization or
company as part of an accepted safety
or quality management system; or

(B) Documentation of successful
completion of an approved training
course from a school or facility.

(vi) Specialist training: Documenta-
tion of successful completion of assess-
ment as part of a company training or
specialized training provided by a mar-
itime or equipment specialist.

(vii) Workshop skills training: Docu-
mentation of successful completion of
assessments or completion certificate
from an approved training program,
school or facility.

(viii) Training program: Documenta-
tion of successful completion of an ap-
proved training program.

(ix) Training on a manned scale ship
model: Documentation of successful
completion of assessment as part of a
structured/formal training or instruc-
tion provided by an approved training
school or facility.

(x) Practical demonstration of com-
petence: Documentation of successful
completion of assessments approved or
accepted by the Coast Guard.

(xi) Practical test and practical expe-
rience: Documentation of successful
completion of assessments approved or
accepted by the Coast Guard.

(xii) Examination: Successful com-
pletion of a Coast Guard examination.

(xiii) Instruction or course: Docu-
mentation of successful completion of
an approved or accepted course of in-
struction.

(2) Knowledge components may be
documented by—

(i) Successful completion of the
Coast Guard examination for the asso-
ciated officer endorsement;
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(ii) Successful completion of an ap-
proved course; or

(iii) Successful completion of an ap-
proved program.

(3) The Coast Guard will publish as-
sessment guidelines that should be
used to document assessments that
demonstrate meeting the standard of
competence, as required by paragraph
(a)(1) of this section. Organizations
may develop alternative assessment
documentation for demonstrations of
competence; however, such documenta-
tion must be approved by the Coast
Guard prior to its use and submittal
with an application.

(b) Service. (1) Service as a rating will
not be accepted to upgrade from the
operational-level to management-level
STCW endorsements.

(2) Service on the Great Lakes will be
credited on a day-for-day basis for up
to 100 percent of the total required
service.

(3) Service on inland waters other
than Great Lakes, which are navigable
waters of the United States, will be
credited on a day-for-day basis for up
to 50 percent of the total required serv-
ice.

(4) Service accrued onboard vessels
with dual tonnages (both domestic and
international) will be credited using
the international tonnage for the cre-
dential sought.

(5) Applicants who cannot meet the
requirement for 1 year of sea service
within the last 5 years as described in
§11.303(c) of this subpart, will be re-
quired to meet the requirements of
§11.303(a) of this subpart.

(c) Operational-level endorsement. Ap-
plicants holding national officer en-
dorsements, who seek to add an STCW
endorsement at the operational level,
must provide evidence of meeting the
STCW requirements found in this sub-
part, including—

(1) Meeting the service requirements
for the operational-level STCW en-
dorsement;

(2) Satisfactory completion of the
STCW operational-level standards of
competence; and

(3) Satisfactory completion of the
STCW operational-level training as re-
quired in this part.

(d) Management-level endorsement. Ap-
plicants holding national officer en-
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dorsements as master, chief mate,
chief engineer, or first assistant engi-
neer, and who seek to add an STCW en-
dorsement at the management level,
must provide evidence of meeting the
STCW requirements found in this sub-
part, including—

(1) Meeting the service requirements
for the management-level STCW en-
dorsement;

(2) Satisfactory completion of the
STCW operational- and management-
level standards of competence; and

(3) Satisfactory completion of the
STCW operational- and management-
level training as required in this part.

(e) Training and assessment for Auto-
matic Radar Plotting Aids (ARPA), Elec-
tronic Chart Display and Information
System (ECDIS), or Global Maritime Dis-
tress and Safety System (GMDSS). Train-
ing and assessment in the use of ARPA,
ECDIS, or GMDSS is not required for
those who serve exclusively on ships
not fitted with ARPA, ECDIS, or
GMDSS. For ARPA and ECDIS, this
limitation must be reflected in the en-
dorsement issued to the seafarer con-
cerned. GMDSS is a separate endorse-
ment that will only be added if the ap-
plicant qualifies for it.

(f) Exemptions and Limitations. (1) The
Coast Guard may exempt an applicant
from meeting any individual knowl-
edge, understanding, and proficiency
required in the appropriate table of
competence in the STCW Code. These
exemptions must be approved by the
Coast Guard based upon vessel type.
Under these circumstances, the certifi-
cate may include a corresponding limi-
tation. (2) A seafarer may have a limi-
tation removed by providing the Coast
Guard with evidence of having com-
pleted the individual knowledge, un-
derstanding, and proficiency required.

(g) Grandfathering. (1) Except as
noted otherwise, each candidate who
applies for a credential based on ap-
proved or accepted training or ap-
proved seagoing service that was start-
ed on or after March 24, 2014, or who ap-
plies for the MMC endorsement on or
after January 1, 2017, must meet the re-
quirements of this part.

(2) Except as noted by this subpart,
seafarers holding an STCW endorse-
ment prior to March 24, 2014, will not
be required to complete any additional
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training required under this part to re-
tain the STCW endorsements until
January 1, 2017.

(3) Except as noted otherwise, can-
didates who apply for a credential
based on approved or accepted training
or approved seagoing service that com-
menced before March 24, 2014, may
qualify under the requirements of this
part existing before that date. This in-
cludes the assessments published prior
to March 24, 2014, as well as the addi-
tional requirements for the STCW en-
dorsement section.

(4) Persons who hold or have held an
STCW operational-level endorsement
issued prior to March 24, 2014 and are
seeking to upgrade to an STCW man-
agement-level endorsement will not be
required to complete the practical as-
sessments for STCW operational-level
endorsements as required in paragraph
(d)(2) of this section.

(5) Except as noted by this subpart,
the Coast Guard will continue to issue
STCW endorsements meeting the re-
quirements of this part existing before
March 24, 2014, for seafarers identified
in paragraph (g)(3) of this section, until
January 1, 2017.

(h) Notwithstanding §11.901 of this
part, each mariner found qualified to
hold any of the following national offi-
cer endorsements will also be entitled
to hold an STCW endorsement cor-
responding to the service or other limi-
tations of the license or officer en-
dorsements on the MMC. The vessels
concerned are not subject to further
obligation under STCW because of
their special operating conditions as
small vessels engaged in domestic,
near-coastal voyages.

(1) Masters, mates, or engineers en-
dorsed for service on small passenger
vessels that are subject to subchapter
T or K of this chapter and that operate
beyond the boundary line.

(2) Masters, mates, or engineers en-
dorsed for service on seagoing vessels
of less than 200 GRT, other than pas-
senger vessels subject to subchapter H
of this chapter.

(i) Mariners serving on, and owners
or operators of any of the following
vessels, do not need to hold an STCW
endorsement, because they are exempt
from application of STCW:
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(1) Fishing vessels as defined in 46
U.S.C. 2101(11)(a).

(2) Fishing vessels used as fish-tender
vessels as defined in 46 TU.S.C.
2101(11)(c).

(3) Barges as defined in 46 U.S.C. 102,
including non-self-propelled mobile off-
shore drilling units.

(4) Vessels operating exclusively on
the Great Lakes or on the inland wa-
ters of the United States in the Straits
of Juan de Fuca or on the Inside Pas-
sage between Puget Sound and Cape
Spencer.

(j) Mariners serving on, and owners
or operators of uninspected passenger
vessels as defined in 46 TU.S.C.
2101(42)(B), do not need to hold an
STCW endorsement. The vessels con-
cerned are not subject to further obli-
gation under STCW because of their
special operating conditions as small
vessels engaged in domestic, near-
coastal voyages.

[USCG-2004-17914, 78 FR 77909, Dec. 24, 2013,
as amended by USCG-2014-0688, 79 FR 58276,
Sept. 29, 2014]

§11.302 Basic training.

(a) Applicants seeking an STCW offi-
cer endorsement must provide evidence
of meeting the standard of competence
for basic training (BT) as follows:

(1) Personal survival techniques as
set out in Table A-VI/1-1 of the STCW
Code (incorporated by reference, see
§11.102 of this part).

(2) Fire prevention and firefighting as
set out in Table A-VI/1-2 of the STCW
Code.

(3) Elementary first aid as set out in
Table A-VI/1-3 of the STCW Code.

(4) Personal safety and social respon-
sibilities as set out in Table A-VI/1-4 of
the STCW Code.

(b) Every 5 years seafarers qualified
in accordance with §11.301(c) and (d) of
this subpart must provide evidence of
maintaining the standard of com-
petence for BT.

(c) The Coast Guard will accept on-
board training and experience, through
evidence of 1 year of sea service within
the last 5 years, for the following
areas:

(1) Personal survival techniques as
set out in Table A-VI/1-1 of the STCW
Code:

(i) Donning a lifejacket.
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