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[77 FR 56734, Sept. 13, 2012, as amended at 79
FR 45119, Aug. 4, 2014]

§37.54 Notification of abnormal radio-
graphic findings.

(a) Findings of, or findings sug-
gesting, abnormality of cardiac shape
or size, tuberculosis, lung cancer, or
any other significant abnormal find-
ings other than pneumoconiosis must
be communicated by the first physician
to interpret the radiograph to the
miner indicated on the Miner Identi-
fication Document or to the miner’s
designated physician. A notice of the
communication must be submitted to
NIOSH. When significant abnormal
findings are reported, NIOSH will also
notify the miner to contact his or her
physician.

(b) In addition, when NIOSH has
more than one radiograph of a miner in
its files and the most recent examina-
tion was found by the first physician to
interpret the radiograph or subse-
quently by NIOSH B Readers to show
an abnormality of cardiac shape or
size, tuberculosis, cancer, complicated
pneumoconiosis, and any other signifi-
cant abnormal findings, NIOSH will ar-
range for a licensed physician to com-
pare the most recent image and inter-
pretation to older images and NIOSH
will inform the miner of any signifi-
cant changes or progression of disease
or other findings.

(c) All final findings regarding pneu-
moconiosis will be sent to the miner by
MSHA in accordance with section 203
of the Act (see 30 CFR part 90). Positive
findings with regard to pneumoconiosis
will be reported to the miner or to the
miner’s designated physician by
NIOSH.

(d) NIOSH will make every reason-
able effort to process the findings de-
scribed in paragraph (c) of this section
within 60 days of receipt of the infor-
mation described in §37.60 in a com-
plete and acceptable form. The infor-
mation forwarded to MSHA will be in a
form intended to facilitate prompt dis-
patch of the findings to the miner. The
results of an examination made of a
miner may not be processed by NIOSH
if the examination was made within 6

§37.60

months of the date of a previous ac-
ceptable examination.

[77 FR 56744, Sept. 13, 2012]

§37.60 Submitting required chest
radiograph classification and miner
identification documents.

(a) Bach chest radiograph required to
be made under this subpart, together
with the completed Chest Radiograph
Classification Form and the completed
Miner Identification Document, must
be submitted together for each miner
to NIOSH within 14 calendar days after
the radiographic examination is given
and become the property of NIOSH.

(1) When the radiograph is digital,
the image file for each radiograph, to-
gether with either hard copy or elec-
tronic versions of the completed Chest
Radiograph Classification Form and
the completed Miner Identification
Document, must be submitted to
NIOSH using the software and format
specified by NIOSH either using port-
able electronic media, or a secure elec-
tronic file transfer within 14 calendar
days after the radiographic examina-
tion. NIOSH will notify the submitting
facility when it has received the image
files and forms from the examination.
After this notification, the facility will
permanently delete, or if this is not
technologically feasible for the imag-
ing system used, render permanently
inaccessible all files and forms from its
electronic and physical files.

(2) [Reserved]

(b) If NIOSH deems any submission
under paragraph (a) of this section in-
adequate, it will notify the operator of
the deficiency. The operator must
promptly make appropriate arrange-
ments for the necessary reexamination.

(c) Failure to comply with paragraph
(a) or (b) of this section will be cause to
revoke approval of a plan or any other
approval as may be appropriate. An ap-
proval that has been revoked may be
reinstated at the discretion of NIOSH
after it receives satisfactory assur-
ances and evidence that all deficiencies
have been corrected and that effective
controls have been instituted to pre-
vent a recurrence.

(d) Chest radiographs and other re-
quired documents must be submitted
only for miners.
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