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material respects substantially the
same as a test device certified by the
U.S. Coast Guard pursuant to section
312 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972.
(b) Certification placed on a device
by its manufacturer under this section
is the certification required by section
312(h)(4) of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act Amendments of 1972, which
makes it unlawful for a vessel that is
subject to the standards and regulations promulgated under the Act to operate on the navigable waters of the
United States, if such vessel is not
equipped with an operable marine sanitation device certified pursuant to section 312 of the Act.
(c) Letters of authorization issued
under this section are valid for 5 years,
unless sooner suspended, withdrawn, or
terminated and may be reissued upon
written request of the manufacturer to
whom the letter was issued.
(d) The Coast Guard, in accordance
with the procedure in 46 CFR 2.75, may
suspend, withdraw, or terminate any
letter of authorization issued under
this section if the Coast Guard finds
that the manufacturer is engaged in
the manufacture of devices labeled
under this part that are not in all material respects substantially the same
as a test device certified pursuant to
this part.
§ 159.17 Changes to certified devices.
(a) The manufacturer of a device that
is certified under this part shall notify
the Commanding Officer, USCG Marine
Safety Center, 2100 2nd St. SW., Stop
7102, Washington, DC 20593–7102 in writing of any change in the design of the
device.
(b) A manufacturer shall include with
a notice under paragraph (a) of this
section a description of the change, its
advantages, and the recommendation
of the recognized facility as to whether
the device remains in all material respects substantially the same as the
original test device.
(c) After notice under paragraph (a)
of this section, the Coast Guard notifies the manufacturer and the recognized facility in writing of any tests
that must be made for certification of
the device or for any change in the letter of authorization. The manufacturer

may appeal this determination to the
Commandant (CG–52), 2100 2nd St. SW.,
Stop 7126, Washington, DC 20593–7126.
[CGD 73–83, 40 FR 4624, Jan. 30, 1975, as
amended by CGD 82–063a, 48 FR 4776, Feb. 3,
1983; CGD 88–052, 53 FR 25122, July 1, 1988;
CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33668, June 28, 1996; USCG–
2001–9286, 66 FR 33641, June 25, 2001; USCG–
2010–0351, 75 FR 36286, June 25, 2010]

§ 159.19 Testing equivalency.
(a) If a test required by this part may
not be practicable or necessary, a manufacturer may apply to the Commanding Officer, USCG Marine Safety
Center, 2100 2nd St. SW., Stop 7102,
Washington, DC 20593–7102 for deletion
or approval of an alternative test as
equivalent to the test requirements in
this part. The application must include
the manufacturer’s justification for deletion or the alternative test and any
alternative test data.
(b) The Coast Guard notifies the
manufacturer of its determination
under paragraph (a) of this section and
that determination is final.
[CGD 73–83, 40 FR 4624, Jan. 30, 1975, as
amended by CGD 82–063a, 48 FR 4776, Feb. 3,
1983; CGD 88–052, 53 FR 25122, July 1, 1988;
CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33668, June 28, 1996; USCG–
2001–9286, 66 FR 33641, June 25, 2001; USCG–
2010–0351, 75 FR 36286, June 25, 2010]

Subpart C—Design, Construction,
and Testing
§ 159.51 Purpose and scope.
(a) This subpart prescribes regulations governing the design and construction of marine sanitation devices.
(b) Unless otherwise authorized by
the Coast Guard each device for which
certification under this part is requested must meet the requirements of
this subpart.
§ 159.53 General requirements.
A device must:
(a) Under the test conditions described in §§ 159.123 and 159.125, produce
an effluent having a fecal coliform bacteria count not greater than 1,000 per
100 milliliters and no visible floating
solids (Type I),
(b) Under the test conditions described in §§ 159.126 and 159.126a,
produce an effluent having a fecal coliform bacteria count not greater than
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§ 159.57

200 per 100 milliliters and suspended
solids not greater than 150 milligrams
per liter (Type II), or
(c) Be designed to prevent the overboard discharge of treated or untreated
sewage or any waste derived from sewage (Type III).
[CGD 73–83, 40 FR 4624, Jan. 30, 1975, as
amended by CGD 75–213, 41 FR 15325, Apr. 12,
1976]

§ 159.55 Identification.
(a) Each production device must be
legibly marked in accordance with
paragraph (b) of this section with the
following information:
(1) The name of the manufacturer.
(2) The name and model number of
the device.
(3) The month and year of completion
of manufacture.
(4) Serial number.
(5) Whether the device is certified for
use on an inspected or an uninspected
vessel.
(6) Whether the device is Type I, II,
or III.
(b) The information required by paragraph (a) of this section must appear
on a nameplate attached to the device
or in lettering on the device. The
nameplate or lettering stamped on the
device must be capable of withstanding
without loss of legibility the combined
effects of normal wear and tear and exposure to water, salt spray, direct sunlight, heat, cold, and any substance
listed in § 159.117(b) and (c). The nameplate and lettering must be designed to
resist efforts to remove them from the
device or efforts to alter the information stamped on the nameplate or the
device without leaving some obvious
evidence of the attempted removal or
alteration.
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[CGD 73–83, 40 FR 4624, Jan. 30, 1975, as
amended by CGD 75–213, 41 FR 15325, Apr. 12,
1976]

§ 159.57 Installation, operation, and
maintenance instructions.
(a) The instructions supplied by the
manufacturer must contain directions
for each of the following:
(1) Installation of the device in a
manner that will permit ready access
to all parts of the device requiring routine service and that will provide any
flue clearance necessary for fire safety.

(2) Safe operation and servicing of
the device so that any discharge meets
the applicable requirements of § 159.53.
(3) Cleaning, winter layup, and ash or
sludge removal.
(4) Installation of a vent or flue pipe.
(5) The type and quantity of chemicals that are required to operate the
device, including instructions on the
proper handling, storage and use of
these chemicals.
(6) Recommended methods of making
required plumbing and electrical connections including fuel connections and
supply circuit overcurrent protection.
(b) The instructions supplied by the
manufacturer must include the following information:
(1) The name of the manufacturer.
(2) The name and model number of
the device.
(3) Whether the device is certified for
use on an inspected, or uninspected
vessel.
(4) A complete parts list.
(5) A schematic diagram showing the
relative location of each part.
(6) A wiring diagram.
(7) A description of the service that
may be performed by the user without
coming into contact with sewage or
chemicals.
(8) Average and peak capacity of the
device for the flow rate, volume, or
number of persons that the device is
capable of serving and the period of
time the device is rated to operate at
peak capacity.
(9) The power requirements, including voltage and current.
(10) The type and quantity of fuel required.
(11) The duration of the operating
cycle for unitized incinerating devices.
(12) The maximum angles of pitch
and roll at which the device operates in
accordance with the applicable requirements of § 159.53.
(13) Whether the device is designed to
operate in salt, fresh, or brackish
water.
(14) The maximum hydrostatic pressure at which a pressurized sewage retention tank meets the requirements of
§ 159.111.
(15) The maximum operating level of
liquid retention components.
(16) Whether the device is Type I, II,
or III.
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