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Title 3—The President Proc. 9033 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9033 of September 30, 2013 

National Substance Abuse Prevention Month, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Today, too many Americans face futures limited by substance use, which 
threatens health, safety, and academic performance. Substance use dis-
orders are linked to crime, motor vehicle crashes, and fatalities. This 
month, we recognize substance abuse prevention programs across our 
country, and we do our part to build healthier neighborhoods and brighter 
futures. 

This year’s theme, ‘‘Learn it! Live it!’’ encourages Americans to come to-
gether, learn how substance use affects our communities, and live to set a 
positive example for our families, friends, and neighbors. My Administra-
tion’s National Drug Control Strategy begins with a commitment to stop 
drug use before it begins. We have expanded evidence-based national and 
community-focused programs that work to prevent substance use where 
young people learn, grow, and play. We support substance-free workplaces, 
and we provide information on effective strategies to parents and commu-
nities nationwide. Through the Affordable Care Act, we expanded sub-
stance use disorder and mental health benefits for more than 60 million 
Americans. And beginning this month, those who have been locked out of 
health insurance can sign up for affordable coverage by visiting 
www.HealthCare.gov. 

Because adult role models play an integral role in preventing youth sub-
stance abuse, we must lead by example, adopt positive behaviors, and talk 
to our kids about living substance-free. This month, we stand with local 
coalitions and community organizations as they advance their drive to keep 
young people, families, and neighborhoods free from drug and alcohol 
abuse. I encourage parents, schools, health officials, law enforcement pro-
fessionals, faith-based organizations, workplaces, the recovery community, 
and all Americans to join in this effort. If we take up the mantle of healthy 
lifestyles together, we can help our children avoid the devastating con-
sequences of substance abuse and give them the chance to explore their 
limitless potential. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 2013 as National 
Substance Abuse Prevention Month. I call upon all Americans to engage in 
appropriate programs and activities to promote comprehensive substance 
abuse prevention efforts within their communities. 
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Proclamations Proc. 9034 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9034 of October 4, 2013 

Fire Prevention Week, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Fires take more American lives than all other natural disasters combined. 
They inflict devastating tolls on families and communities, and they cost 
our Nation billions of dollars each year. During Fire Prevention Week, we 
pay tribute to the brave men and women who put their lives on the line 
to pull their neighbors out of harm’s way, and pledge to do our part to pre-
vent fires in our homes, our cities, and the great outdoors. 

We all have a responsibility to protect our families against fire. We should 
be cautious while cooking, using electrical appliances, and heating our 
homes. Those who live in areas prone to wildfires can help safeguard their 
homes by clearing flammable vegetation, and they should plan for emer-
gencies by building a supply kit and talking with their families about a 
communications plan and evacuation routes. Every American should in-
stall working smoke detectors on each level of their home and remember 
to test them monthly. It is also essential to develop and practice evacuation 
plans twice a year. Because fire spreads rapidly and poisonous, dis-
orienting smoke moves even quicker, families should design plans that 
allow for the quickest possible exit. To learn more about taking precautions 
against fires, visit www.Ready.gov. 

By preventing fires, we can both protect our loved ones and keep America’s 
firefighters out of unnecessary danger. To save people they have never met, 
these skilled professionals battle walls of flame, put themselves in the 
paths of unpredictable wildfires, and rush into houses on the verge of col-
lapse. This week, as we renew our commitment to fire safety, we thank 
these courageous first responders for their service and honor those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States do hereby proclaim October 6 through Octo-
ber 12, 2013, as Fire Prevention Week. On Sunday, October 6, 2013, in ac-
cordance with Public Law 107–51, the flag of the United States will be 
flown at half-staff at all Federal office buildings in honor of the National 
Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service. I call on all Americans to participate 
in this observance with appropriate programs and activities and by renew-
ing their efforts to prevent fires and their tragic consequences. 
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