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OMB Guidance § 200.68 

(a) The term ‘‘direct loan’’ means a 
disbursement of funds by the Federal 
government to a non-Federal borrower 
under a contract that requires the re-
payment of such funds with or without 
interest. The term includes the pur-
chase of, or participation in, a loan 
made by another lender and financing 
arrangements that defer payment for 
more than 90 days, including the sale of 
a Federal government asset on credit 
terms. The term does not include the 
acquisition of a federally guaranteed 
loan in satisfaction of default claims or 
the price support loans of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation. 

(b) The term ‘‘direct loan obligation’’ 
means a binding agreement by a Fed-
eral awarding agency to make a direct 
loan when specified conditions are ful-
filled by the borrower. 

(c) The term ‘‘loan guarantee’’ means 
any Federal government guarantee, in-
surance, or other pledge with respect 
to the payment of all or a part of the 
principal or interest on any debt obli-
gation of a non-Federal borrower to a 
non-Federal lender, but does not in-
clude the insurance of deposits, shares, 
or other withdrawable accounts in fi-
nancial institutions. 

(d) The term ‘‘loan guarantee com-
mitment’’ means a binding agreement 
by a Federal awarding agency to make 
a loan guarantee when specified condi-
tions are fulfilled by the borrower, the 
lender, or any other party to the guar-
antee agreement. 

§ 200.64 Local government. 

Local government means any unit of 
government within a state, including a: 

(a) County; 
(b) Borough; 
(c) Municipality; 
(d) City; 
(e) Town; 
(f) Township; 
(g) Parish; 
(h) Local public authority, including 

any public housing agency under the 
United States Housing Act of 1937; 

(i) Special district; 
(j) School district; 
(k) Intrastate district; 
(l) Council of governments, whether 

or not incorporated as a nonprofit cor-
poration under state law; and 

(m) Any other agency or instrumen-
tality of a multi-, regional, or intra- 
state or local government. 

§ 200.65 Major program. 
Major program means a Federal pro-

gram determined by the auditor to be a 
major program in accordance with 
§ 200.518 Major program determination 
or a program identified as a major pro-
gram by a Federal awarding agency or 
pass-through entity in accordance with 
§ 200.503 Relation to other audit re-
quirements, paragraph (e). 

§ 200.66 Management decision. 
Management decision means the eval-

uation by the Federal awarding agency 
or pass-through entity of the audit 
findings and corrective action plan and 
the issuance of a written decision to 
the auditee as to what corrective ac-
tion is necessary. 

§ 200.67 Micro-purchase. 
Micro-purchase means a purchase of 

supplies or services using simplified ac-
quisition procedures, the aggregate 
amount of which does not exceed the 
micro-purchase threshold. Micro-pur-
chase procedures comprise a subset of a 
non-Federal entity’s small purchase 
procedures. The non-Federal entity 
uses such procedures in order to expe-
dite the completion of its lowest-dollar 
small purchase transactions and mini-
mize the associated administrative 
burden and cost. The micro-purchase 
threshold is set by the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation at 48 CFR Subpart 2.1 
(Definitions). It is $3,000 except as oth-
erwise discussed in Subpart 2.1 of that 
regulation, but this threshold is peri-
odically adjusted for inflation. 

§ 200.68 Modified Total Direct Cost 
(MTDC). 

MTDC means all direct salaries and 
wages, applicable fringe benefits, mate-
rials and supplies, services, travel, and 
subawards and subcontracts up to the 
first $25,000 of each subaward or sub-
contract (regardless of the period of 
performance of the subawards and sub-
contracts under the award). MTDC ex-
cludes equipment, capital expendi-
tures, charges for patient care, rental 
costs, tuition remission, scholarships 
and fellowships, participant support 
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costs and the portion of each subaward 
and subcontract in excess of $25,000. 
Other items may only be excluded 
when necessary to avoid a serious in-
equity in the distribution of indirect 
costs, and with the approval of the cog-
nizant agency for indirect costs. 

§ 200.69 Non-Federal entity. 
Non-Federal entity means a state, 

local government, Indian tribe, institu-
tion of higher education (IHE), or non-
profit organization that carries out a 
Federal award as a recipient or sub-
recipient. 

§ 200.70 Nonprofit organization. 
Nonprofit organization means any cor-

poration, trust, association, coopera-
tive, or other organization, not includ-
ing IHEs, that: 

(a) Is operated primarily for sci-
entific, educational, service, chari-
table, or similar purposes in the public 
interest; 

(b) Is not organized primarily for 
profit; and 

(c) Uses net proceeds to maintain, 
improve, or expand the operations of 
the organization. 

§ 200.71 Obligations. 
When used in connection with a non- 

Federal entity’s utilization of funds 
under a Federal award, obligations 
means orders placed for property and 
services, contracts and subawards 
made, and similar transactions during 
a given period that require payment by 
the non-Federal entity during the same 
or a future period. 

§ 200.72 Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB). 

OMB means the Executive Office of 
the President, Office of Management 
and Budget. 

§ 200.73 Oversight agency for audit. 
Oversight agency for audit means the 

Federal awarding agency that provides 
the predominant amount of funding di-
rectly to a non-Federal entity not as-
signed a cognizant agency for audit. 
When there is no direct funding, the 
Federal awarding agency which is the 
predominant source of pass-through 
funding must assume the oversight re-
sponsibilities. The duties of the over-

sight agency for audit and the process 
for any reassignments are described in 
§ 200.513 Responsibilities, paragraph (b). 

§ 200.74 Pass-through entity. 
Pass-through entity means a non-Fed-

eral entity that provides a subaward to 
a subrecipient to carry out part of a 
Federal program. 

§ 200.75 Participant support costs. 
Participant support costs means direct 

costs for items such as stipends or sub-
sistence allowances, travel allowances, 
and registration fees paid to or on be-
half of participants or trainees (but not 
employees) in connection with con-
ferences, or training projects. 

§ 200.76 Performance goal. 
Performance goal means a target level 

of performance expressed as a tangible, 
measurable objective, against which 
actual achievement can be compared, 
including a goal expressed as a quan-
titative standard, value, or rate. In 
some instances (e.g., discretionary re-
search awards), this may be limited to 
the requirement to submit technical 
performance reports (to be evaluated in 
accordance with agency policy). 

§ 200.77 Period of performance. 
Period of performance means the time 

during which the non-Federal entity 
may incur new obligations to carry out 
the work authorized under the Federal 
award. The Federal awarding agency or 
pass-through entity must include start 
and end dates of the period of perform-
ance in the Federal award (see §§ 200.210 
Information contained in a Federal 
award paragraph (a)(5) and 200.331 Re-
quirements for pass-through entities, 
paragraph (a)(1)(iv)). 

§ 200.78 Personal property. 
Personal property means property 

other than real property. It may be 
tangible, having physical existence, or 
intangible. 

§ 200.79 Personally Identifiable Infor-
mation (PII). 

PII means information that can be 
used to distinguish or trace an individ-
ual’s identity, either alone or when 
combined with other personal or iden-
tifying information that is linked or 
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