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OMB Guidance § 200.202 

Subpart C—Pre-Federal Award 
Requirements and Contents of 
Federal Awards 

§ 200.200 Purpose. 
(a) Sections 200.201 Use of grant 

agreements (including fixed amount 
awards), cooperative agreements, and 
contracts through 200.208 Certifications 
and representations. Prescribe instruc-
tions and other pre-award matters to 
be used in the announcement and appli-
cation process. 

(b) Use of §§ 200.203 Notices of funding 
opportunities, 200.204 Federal awarding 
agency review of merit of proposals, 
200.205 Federal awarding agency review 
of risk posed by applicants, and 200.207 
Specific conditions, is required only for 
competitive Federal awards, but may 
also be used by the Federal awarding 
agency for non-competitive awards 
where appropriate or where required by 
Federal statute. 

§ 200.201 Use of grant agreements (in-
cluding fixed amount awards), co-
operative agreements, and con-
tracts. 

(a) The Federal awarding agency or 
pass-through entity must decide on the 
appropriate instrument for the Federal 
award (i.e., grant agreement, coopera-
tive agreement, or contract) in accord-
ance with the Federal Grant and Coop-
erative Agreement Act (31 U.S.C. 6301– 
08). 

(b) Fixed Amount Awards. In addi-
tion to the options described in para-
graph (a) of this section, Federal 
awarding agencies, or pass-through en-
tities as permitted in § 200.332 Fixed 
amount subawards, may use fixed 
amount awards (see § 200.45 Fixed 
amount awards) to which the following 
conditions apply: 

(1) Payments are based on meeting 
specific requirements of the Federal 
award. Accountability is based on per-
formance and results. The Federal 
award amount is negotiated using the 
cost principles (or other pricing infor-
mation) as a guide. Except in the case 
of termination before completion of 
the Federal award, there is no govern-
mental review of the actual costs in-
curred by the non-Federal entity in 
performance of the award. The Federal 
awarding agency or pass-through enti-

ty may use fixed amount awards if the 
project scope is specific and if adequate 
cost, historical, or unit pricing data is 
available to establish a fixed amount 
award with assurance that the non- 
Federal entity will realize no incre-
ment above actual cost. Some of the 
ways in which the Federal award may 
be paid include, but are not limited to: 

(i) In several partial payments, the 
amount of each agreed upon in ad-
vance, and the ‘‘milestone’’ or event 
triggering the payment also agreed 
upon in advance, and set forth in the 
Federal award; 

(ii) On a unit price basis, for a de-
fined unit or units, at a defined price or 
prices, agreed to in advance of perform-
ance of the Federal award and set forth 
in the Federal award; or, 

(iii) In one payment at Federal award 
completion. 

(2) A fixed amount award cannot be 
used in programs which require manda-
tory cost sharing or match. 

(3) The non-Federal entity must cer-
tify in writing to the Federal awarding 
agency or pass-through entity at the 
end of the Federal award that the 
project or activity was completed or 
the level of effort was expended. If the 
required level of activity or effort was 
not carried out, the amount of the Fed-
eral award must be adjusted. 

(4) Periodic reports may be estab-
lished for each Federal award. 

(5) Changes in principal investigator, 
project leader, project partner, or scope 
of effort must receive the prior written 
approval of the Federal awarding agen-
cy or pass-through entity. 

§ 200.202 Requirement to provide pub-
lic notice of Federal financial as-
sistance programs. 

(a) The Federal awarding agency 
must notify the public of Federal pro-
grams in the Catalog of Federal Do-
mestic Assistance (CFDA), maintained 
by the General Services Administra-
tion (GSA). 

(1) The CFDA, or any OMB-des-
ignated replacement, is the single, au-
thoritative, governmentwide com-
prehensive source of Federal financial 
assistance program information pro-
duced by the executive branch of the 
Federal government. 
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