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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 58.422 

§ 58.417 Mechanical agitators. 
The mechanical agitators shall be of 

sanitary construction. The carriages 
shall be of the enclosed type and all 
product contact surfaces, shields, 
shafts, and hubs shall be constructed of 
stainless steel or other equally corro-
sion resistant metal. Metal blades, 
forks, or stirrers shall be constructed 
of stainless steel and of material ap-
proved in the 3–A Sanitary Standards 
for Plastic, and Rubber and Rubber- 
Like Materials and shall be free from 
rough or sharp edges which might 
scratch the equipment or remove metal 
particles. 

§ 58.418 Automatic cheese making 
equipment. 

(a) Automatic Curd Maker. The auto-
matic curd making system shall be 
constructed of stainless steel or of ma-
terial approved in the 3–A Sanitary 
Standards for Plastic, and Rubber and 
Rubber-Like Material. All areas shall 
be free from cracks and rough surfaces 
and constructed so that they can be 
easily cleaned. 

(b) Curd conveying systems. The curd 
conveying system, conveying lines and 
cyclone separator shall be constructed 
of stainless steel or other equally cor-
rosion resistant metal and in such 
manner that it can be satisfactorily 
cleaned. The system shall be of suffi-
cient size to handle the volume of curd 
and be provided with filtered air of the 
quality satisfactory for the intended 
use. Air compressors or vacuum pumps 
shall not be located in the processing 
or packaging areas. 

(c) Automatic salter. The automatic 
salter shall be constructed of stainless 
steel or other equally corrosion resist-
ant metal. This equipment shall be 
constructed to equally distribute the 
salt throughout the curd. It shall be 
designed to accurately weigh the 
amount of salt added. The automatic 
salter shall be constructed so that it 
can be satisfactorily cleaned. The salt-
ing system shall provide for adequate 
absorption of the salt in the curd. 
Water and steam used to moisten the 
curd prior to salting shall be potable 
water or culinary steam. 

(d) Automatic curd filler. The auto-
matic curd filler shall be constructed 
of stainless steel or other equally cor-

rosion resistant metal. This equipment 
shall be of sufficient size to handle the 
volume of curd and constructed and 
controlled so as to accurately weigh 
the amount of curd as it fills. The curd 
filler shall be constructed so that it 
can be satisfactorily cleaned. 

(e) Hoop and barrel washer. The wash-
er shall be constructed so that it can 
be satisfactorily cleaned. It shall also 
be equipped with temperature and pres-
sure controls to ensure satisfactory 
cleaning of the hoops or barrels. It 
should be adequately vented to the out-
side. 

§ 58.419 Curd mill and miscellaneous 
equipment. 

Knives, hand rakes, shovels, scoops, 
paddles, strainers, and miscellaneous 
equipment shall be stainless steel or of 
material approved in the 3–A Sanitary 
Standards for Plastic and Rubber-like 
Material. The product contact surfaces 
of the curd mill should be of stainless 
steel. All pieces of equipment shall be 
so constructed that they can be kept 
clean and free from rough or sharp 
edges which might scratch the equip-
ment or remove metal particles. The 
wires in the curd knives shall be stain-
less steel, kept tight and replaced when 
necessary. 

§ 58.420 Hoops, forms and followers. 
The hoops, forms, and followers shall 

be constructed of stainless steel, heavy 
tinned steel or other approved mate-
rials. If tinned, they shall be kept 
tinned and free from rust. All hoops, 
forms, and followers shall be kept in 
good repair. Drums or other special 
forms used to press and store cheese 
shall be clean and sanitary. 

§ 58.421 Press. 
The cheese press should be con-

structed of stainless steel and all joints 
welded and all surfaces, seams and 
openings readily cleanable. The pres-
sure device shall be the continuous 
type. Press cloths shall be maintained 
in good repair and in a sanitary condi-
tion. Single service press cloths shall 
be used only once. 

§ 58.422 Brine tank. 
The brine tank shall be constructed 

of suitable non-toxic material and 
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